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INTRODUCTION 
 
493 years ago on June 25, 1530, the Lutheran princes of Germany stood before Emperor Charles 
V and publicly read their confession of faith to all who were gathered there. They stated that 
they would rather die than compromise the truth of God’s Word. Throughout the service today, 
we will hear the first seventeen articles of the Augsburg Confession, which begin on page 8 of 
the hymnbook. We will also sing one of the most famous hymns to come out of the Lutheran 
Reformation, “Salvation unto Us Is Come.” We begin with the first three stanzas of this hymn. 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O Lord God, heavenly Father: Pour out, we beseech You, Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful 
people; keep them steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and comfort them in all 
temptation, defend them against all enemies of Your Word, and bestow upon Christ’s Church 
militant Your saving peace; through the same, Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. (Evangelical 
Lutheran Hymnary, p. 166) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The text for today’s homily is taken from the 119th chapter of the Book of Psalms, the forty-sixth verse. We 
read as follows in Jesus’ name: 
 
I will speak with Your testimonies also before kings, and will not be ashamed. (NKJV) 

 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who in His testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession (1Ti. 6:13), 
and who calls us to do the same when we are asked for a reason for the hope that is in us (1Pe. 
3:15), dear fellow redeemed: 
 
The men who read the words of the Augsburg Confession before Emperor Charles V were not 
pastors or theological professors. They were laymen. And they understood and believed every 
word they spoke. They were powerful men in Germany—dukes, princes, and wealthy 
landowners—, which meant that they had a lot to lose. They were willing to risk it all because of 
the Gospel message of salvation they had heard and believed. 
 
By speaking the truth of God’s Word, you also could face the possible loss of your job, your 
standing in the community, or your favor with friends. Telling God’s truth is the most 
courageous thing you can do, and it is also the most difficult. The world does not welcome the 
truth. It actively opposes it and wants the clear teaching of God to be silenced. 
 



But while the unbelieving world may succeed in intimidating us and winning some battles 
against us, it cannot conquer the Church of God in Christ. He assures us, “In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world” (Joh. 16:33). He also reminds us how 
important our confession of the truth is. Not only is it a matter of eternal life or death for us, it is 
also a matter of eternal life or death for those we associate with. Jesus says, “So everyone who 
acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever 
denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven” (Mat. 10:32-33). 
 
The laymen at Augsburg confessed the pure Gospel of Jesus in the presence of some of the most 
powerful people of their day. We still stand on this confession. We believe what they believed. 
We teach what they taught. By the grace of God, we have the received His treasures of 
forgiveness, righteousness, and peace through the preaching of His Word. We have been made 
members of the body of Christ through faith in Him who died for all our sins and rose from the 
dead in victory. There is no hope apart from Him, and every confidence in Him. 
 
But we have not always been confident, and we have not always been hopeful. At various times 
in our lives, we have lost sight of this most important thing. We have listened to the promises of 
the world. We have sometimes chosen sin over salvation, friendships over faithfulness, peace 
and security in the world instead of the peace that surpasses all understanding. We think back 
on these things, and we feel ashamed. 
 
Shame is always waiting for those who walk the way of the world and not the way of God’s 
Word. You and I find plenty to be ashamed of when we look at our own hearts and minds. But 
we find nothing to be ashamed of when we look to Jesus. He also stood before powerful 
authorities. Though they attacked Him and told lies about Him, He did not give in, and He did 
not retaliate. They sentenced Him unjustly to death by crucifixion, and He endured this 
suffering willingly. 
 
He did all of it for you, so that His blood would cleanse you of all your sins of weakness and 
unfaithfulness, and so that His holy life would cover you like a royal robe. You do not face the 
threats of the world alone. You stand in Him, who has overcome the world, the devil, and death 
for you. Whether you speak His testimony before kings or before your boss or co-workers or 
anyone else around you, you have nothing to be ashamed of, because Jesus Christ is “the way, 
and the truth, and the life” (Joh. 14:6). 
 
The Word of God has not changed and will not change. Every power and influence in this 
world will pass away, but the Word of our God will endure forever. The men at Augsburg 
spoke timeless truths, which is why we still speak them today. The Lutheran Church which 
confesses this truth is not a new church or even a 500-year-old church. It is the continuation of 
the one holy Christian and Apostolic Church from its New Testament origin to the present day. 
 
We pray that God keeps us faithful to this saving truth, and that He gives us the courage to 
speak His truth to all who need to hear it. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 


