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Thanksgiving Eve – Pr. Faugstad homily 
Romans 1:18-23: “God Receives Your Thanksgiving with Great Joy.” 
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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

 
Romans 1:18-23 
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown it to them. For His invisible attributes, namely, His 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. For although they knew 
God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks to Him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and 
animals and creeping things. (ESV) 

 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new to us every morning, and, though 
we have in no way deserved Your goodness, You abundantly provide for all our needs of body 
and soul: Give us, we pray, Your Holy Spirit, that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful 
goodness toward us, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one true God, now and forever. Amen. (Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 166) 

 
In Christ Jesus, whose work is foolishness to the world but is the greatest treasure to us who are 
saved, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Mother Nature has completed her work again this year. She brought warmer weather and 
needed rain in the springtime, so that seeds could take root and grow. She provided the heat of 
summer, so that plants and crops could flourish providing food for people and animals. And 
she caused the crops to mature in time for the abundant harvest that has just been taken in. 
What a good provider Mother Nature is! 
 
Except that it was no mother who brought us these blessings. It was a Father, our Father who 
art in heaven. He is our Creator, our Provider, and our Protector, as we confessed earlier. The 
psalmist says about the LORD: “The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 
You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing” (Psa. 145:15-16). When we look at 
the order and beauty and fruitfulness of nature, it is obvious to us that there is a God, and that 
He is a good God. Today’s reading tells us that the “eternal power and divine nature” of God are 
clearly seen in what He has made. 
 
But there are many who ignore what their reason and all their senses tell them. They deny that 
there is a God. They reject that any higher power designed and produced the things we can see. 
They say that all this came about by chance—a big explosion, billions of years, life forming out 
of dead objects, and then very complex organisms forming out of very simple ones. 
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The apostle Paul writes that “by their unrighteousness [they] suppress the truth.” He doesn’t say 
that they deny the truth because the evidence is not strong enough. They deny the truth about 
God, because they are opposed to God. They do not fear Him. They do not love Him. They do 
not trust Him. So then what is it that they fear, love, and trust? They fear, love, and trust the 
gods of their own making. 
 
Isn’t that a predominant spirit in our country’s Thanksgiving celebrations? We are told how 
important it is to give thanks, and it certainly is important. But where should our thanks be 
directed? To whom should we give thanks? The default position for sinners is to give thanks to 
ourselves. We say how thankful we are for our homes and possessions, our families and friends, 
our good health and success—and we do it while patting ourselves on the back. “I have worked 
hard for these things. I have earned my position in life. I deserve everything I have.” 
 
That is a sort of thanksgiving, but it is not godly thanksgiving. It is like the thanksgiving of the 
Pharisee in the temple who gave thanks that he was not like other sinners and that he had lived 
such a good life (Luk. 18:11-12). He kept the glory for himself instead of giving it to God. This is 
the sin that Paul identifies in today’s reading. He writes that “although they knew God, they did not 
honor Him as God or give thanks to Him.” 
 
When we think about our own sin, most of the time we think about sins of commission, sins we 
have committed. We are sorry for the bad things we have done and said and thought. But Paul 
is pointing out a different kind of sin—sins of omission. These are sins resulting from not doing 
what we should have done. It is a sin when we don’t actively give God the glory for all the 
blessings that we have. It is a sin when we do not give Him thanks for the gifts He has given. 
 
This shows us how great our sinfulness is. Just think of it: how many good things have you 
received from God that you took the credit for, or at least took for granted? How often have you 
prayed for His help and received it, but then failed to thank Him for it? We expect God to make 
everything go well for us and come out the way we want. And when He blesses us even beyond 
our expectation, we quickly forget how helpless and lost we were, and we go forward as though 
nothing significant has been done for us. 
 
Paul writes that those who did not honor or give thanks to God “became futile in their thinking, 
and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be wise, they became fools.” Instead of worshipping 
God, they turned to the worship of created things. This might be the worship of our home and 
possessions, the worship of money, the worship of other people, the worship of our own 
impressive qualities or attractiveness. 
 
But all of these things pass away. All of them fade, including ourselves. In a few weeks, we will 
hear again the words of the prophet Isaiah comparing all flesh to grass and to flowers in the 
field. These live and die by God’s command. “The grass withers, the flower fades,” says Isaiah, “but 
the word of our God will stand forever” (Isa. 40:8). God’s Word stands when all our plans and 
hopes and health and riches pass away. 
 
And it’s a good thing the Word stands, because the Word is what awakens us from our foolish 
thinking and the darkness of our hearts. God the Father sends the Holy Spirit through the Word 
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to convict us of our sins, to show us how we have failed to live our lives to His glory. The Word 
of God’s Law shows us that we have not honored Him or thanked Him as He deserves. 
 
But the Holy Spirit also shows us another truth. He teaches us how God sent down His only-
begotten Son to address the world’s sin. In His love, God the Father sent His Son to be a 
Substitute for sinners. His perfect life would count for theirs, and His death would satisfy the 
debt of their sin. Not only did Jesus avoid all sins of commission, but He also feared, loved, and 
trusted in God above all things. He perfectly honored, glorified, and thanked God for His 
abundant mercies. 
 
So even though you have done many wrongs and failed to do many righteous things like thank 
God for His blessings, He does not charge these sins to your account. They were counted 
against Jesus, who paid the penalty for each one. By faith in Jesus, His perfect life is credited to 
you, including His perfect praise of His Father and His perfect thanksgiving. 
 
This is why your thanksgiving today is not a chore. You don’t have to worry about making your 
thanksgiving good enough for God. Nothing you do could ever reach that height. But you can 
give your thanks and praise freely, cheerfully, and confidently, knowing that God sanctifies 
even your imperfect efforts. He Receives Your Thanksgiving with Great Joy and continues to 
pour His rich blessings upon you. 
 
All that you have is a gift from Him. The glory belongs to Him—not to Mother Nature, not to 
you, or anyone else. The merciful Lord is the One who made you. He is the One who loved you 
and redeemed you from your sin and death. He is the One who provides for all your needs here 
and will bring you safely to His heavenly kingdom. “Oh give thanks unto the LORD, for He is 
good, for His mercy endures forever!” (Psa. 106:1). Amen. 
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