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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we most heartily thank You that You have caused us to come to the 
knowledge of Your Word. We pray: Graciously keep us steadfast in this knowledge unto death, 
that we may obtain eternal life; send us, now and ever, pious pastors who faithfully preach 
Your Word, without offense or false doctrine, and grant them long life. Defend us from all false 
teachings, and frustrate the counsels of all who pervert Your Word, who come to us in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves, that Your true Church may evermore be 
established among us, and be defended and preserved from such false teachers; through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever. Amen. (Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 160) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the seventh chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. We 
read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
[Jesus said:] “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are 
ravenous wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree 
bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 
Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus you will 
recognize them by their fruits. / “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of My Father who is in heaven. On that day 
many will say to Me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and cast out demons in 
Your name, and do many mighty works in Your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; depart from Me, you workers of lawlessness.’” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who brought truth from heaven to earth when He took on our flesh and who 
still imparts the truth through His holy Word, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
The devil is opposed in every way to our merciful God. The devil is “a liar and the father of lies” 
(Joh. 8:44). God is the Lord of love, full of grace and truth. Both the devil and God are 
contending for your soul—the devil wants you to have the eternal torment of hell, and God 
wants you to have the eternal bliss of heaven. This battle is constantly raging inside you as the 
devil leverages your sinful nature against the new man of faith that God has raised up in you. 
 
How the battle goes inside you—inside your mind and heart—has a lot to do with what 
happens outside you. Most of what happens inside your mind starts outside you. The mind is 
exercised by what comes through the five senses: sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch. What 
we look at can refresh and cheer the soul or draw us into temptation. What we hear can 
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encourage us to do good or to do evil. What we smell and taste and touch can lead to 
overindulgence or to contentment and thankfulness toward God. 
 
While the devil can and does tempt us through each of our senses, his temptations often start 
with our ears. First there is a suggestion: “Hey, come take a look at this.” Or, “Why don’t you 
give this a try?” Or, “Another drink or two can’t hurt.” A temptation in the ears quickly leads to 
more temptation. Then you are looking at what you should not look at, doing what you should 
not do, consuming things that dull your senses and impair your judgment. 
 
When the devil tempted Eve, he started with her ears: “Did God actually say?” (Gen. 3:1), he 
asked. He wanted to draw her in, lead her along. After she responded innocently enough, the 
devil acted like an old friend sharing secrets, “God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil” (v. 5). Eve listened, and then what 
happened? She saw that the tree was good for food, a delight to the eyes. Perhaps it gave off a 
sweet smell. She reached out to touch the fruit, pulling it off the tree and bringing it up to her 
lips to taste it. 
 
The devil slithered into the minds of Adam and Eve through their senses and corrupted their 
thinking. And that is what he still tries to do to us. Jesus warns us about this in today’s Gospel 
reading. “Beware of false prophets,” He says. A false prophet is someone who claims to be 
speaking the truth of God but is really telling lies. Such a prophet may not realize he is leading 
people astray. He might think that he speaks for God. But if what he says contradicts the Word 
of God, then he speaks for the devil and not for God. 
 
There are many prophets like these who stand in the pulpits of Christian churches all over the 
world. If the devil can corrupt the shepherd of a congregation, the sheep are exposed to attacks 
from every side. Many Christians judge their pastors by how nice or how relatable they are, 
how easy they are to listen to, and how healthy the church is in attendance and finances. 
 
What Christians should judge their pastor by is whether he is faithful in proclaiming the Word 
of God. Does he preach and apply God’s law in all its force to drive sinful hearts and minds to 
repentance? Does he preach the sweet message of forgiveness through the blood of Jesus? Does 
he bring the means of grace to the hurting, the sick, and the elderly, who are unable to attend 
church? Is he willing to seek the sheep who have strayed? 
 
This is what Jesus means when He speaks of “the one who does the will of My Father who is in 
heaven.” This is the opposite of false prophets, who are “workers of lawlessness,” who teach their 
hearers to give in to their sinful desires and pursue what God condemns. Jesus says, “You will 
recognize them by their fruits.” These fruits include the way they conduct themselves. But false 
prophets could appear outwardly good and kind. The main way to identify false prophets is by 
what they say, what they teach. 
 
That means you need to know the difference between what is true and what is false, what is 
from God and what is from the devil. That knowledge is important not only within the walls of 
the church as you listen to your pastor. That knowledge is required in every part of your life. 
You need to be able to defend and confess the truth when your co-workers or friends or 
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members of your family repeat lies that they learned from their favorite politicians, singers, or 
even their teachers. 
 
Here are some popular lies of today: that God did not make each one of us male or female; that 
you can choose to do whatever you want with your body; that consent is all that is required for 
sex and not the commitment of marriage; that what God cares the most about is your happiness; 
that what you’re doing is okay as long as it’s not hurting anyone else. All those are lies, lies that 
are repeated again and again, so that they are constantly echoing in our ears. 
 
That’s why your ears need to be filled with the truth, with a Steady Diet of God’s Word. You 
know what will happen if all you eat is junk food. Your body will not get the nourishment it 
needs, and your health will suffer. For a similar reason, you do not want to put “junk food” in 
your ears. You want to listen to what is good, what will improve your spiritual health. You 
want to drown out the lies of the devil by listening to the clear voice of your Good Shepherd. 
 
Many people today believe it is impossible to know the truth. “Truth is relative,” they say. “You 
have your truth, and I have my truth.” But everything that comes from our own sinful hearts is 
a lie. Jesus proved that His Word is truth by perfectly carrying out the will of His Father. Not 
only did He predict the impossible, He also performed it. “I lay down my life for the sheep,” He 
said. “I lay down my life that I may take it up again…. This charge I have received from my Father” (Joh. 
10:15,17,18). 
 
Jesus predicted His death on the cross and His resurrection on the third day, and everything 
happened just as He promised. He told the truth all along. That’s why you can be sure that your 
sins are forgiven. He clearly stated the purpose of His suffering and death—it was to save you 
and all people from their sins and eternal death. 
 
He died for the sins of your eyes, the sins of your ears, the sins of your nose and mouth and 
hands. All those ways that you let the devil gain a foothold, that you let him into your mind and 
heart, Jesus washed clean with His holy blood. There is no other way to be saved. There is no 
other way to enter the kingdom of heaven than by faith in Him. Jesus said, “I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (Joh. 14:6). 
 
Jesus was no wolf in sheep’s clothing. He did not come to gain your confidence so that He 
might destroy you. He became one with you to redeem you and reconcile you with the Father. 
He took on your flesh, so that He could do everything required of you by the holy God. He was 
no “worker of lawlessness”; He was a keeper of the law. He did not let the devil tempt Him to 
sin through His ears or any of His senses. He perfectly listened to the Word and will of God, 
and He credits that perfect listening to you. 
 
We know how often we have filled our ears with what is false, misused every part of our 
bodies, and given in to sin. But because of what Jesus has done, God does not see our sin 
anymore. He sees us covered by the perfect life of Jesus. False prophets cannot offer more, but 
they try. They promise the world, but can deliver nothing that lasts. Jesus promises joy and 
peace that never end. 
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How does that sound to you? Is it enough? Or are you looking for something more, something 
that can make your life better now, something that fits better with the world? St. Paul wrote 
nearly 2,000 years ago, “the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having 
itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away 
from listening to the truth and wander off into myths” (1Ti. 4:3-4). 
 
We pray that God keeps us from such “wolves in sheep’s clothing,” from such “workers of 
lawlessness,” who offer what our sinful nature wants. These are all disguises of the devil who 
“prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1Pe. 5:8). The devil’s temptations are 
resisted by the Word of God. The Holy Spirit works through the Word to reveal our 
weaknesses, to lead us to repentance, and to strengthen us by the promises of Jesus. 
 
When our ears have a steady diet of God’s Word, then we will know the truth that sets us free 
(Joh. 8:32). Then we will be able to recognize the fruits of false prophets. Then we will be 
prepared to enter the kingdom of heaven where sin will never again overcome our senses, and 
we will see and hear and smell and taste and touch with perfect fullness for all eternity. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


