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The Fourth Sunday after Trinity – Pr. Faugstad sermon 
St. Luke 6:36-42: “Jesus Teaches Us to See as He Does.” 
July 9/10, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Merciful God and Father, You make Your sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and show 
kindness unto the thankful and unto the thankless, teach us by Your Holy Spirit, we humbly 
ask You, to have compassion on all men, covering our neighbor’s faults and frailties, being 
always ready to forgive and showing forth everywhere the fruits of faith; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and 
forever. Amen. (The Lutheran Liturgy, p. 142) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the sixth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
[Jesus said:] “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. Judge not, and you will not be 
judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, 
and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will 
be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” / He also 
told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A 
disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his teacher. / 
“Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your 
own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your 
eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the 
log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye.” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who clearly sees our shortcomings and sins but loves us anyway, dear fellow 
redeemed: 
 
It’s a hot day, the perfect day for some ice cream. You step up to the counter and order one 
scoop of hard ice cream in a cone. The server gets a small scoop out of the bucket, sets it gently 
on top of the cone, and very slowly hands it over to you. Move too fast, and the ice cream might 
just tip off. “That’ll be $3!” You’re not impressed. Couldn’t they push some ice cream down in 
the cone and make the scoop a little bigger? Couldn’t they be a little more generous? 
 
In today’s reading, Jesus talks about using a good measure in our dealings with others. He 
likens a generous measurement of grain in the marketplace—“pressed down, shaken together, 
running over”—to the generous way we should act toward others. Be stingy with love and 
kindness, and you will likely get the cold shoulder. Be generous and warm toward others, and 
the same will likely come back your way. Jesus said, “For with the measure you use it will be 
measured back to you.” 
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But how exactly does that fit with what Jesus experienced during the time of His public work? 
No one ever gave a measure as generous as He did. He healed countless people of their demon-
possession, diseases, and deformities, and He never charged them a dime. He patiently taught 
the demanding crowds and those who opposed Him. He was merciful and kind to young and 
old alike. He loved each and every one of His neighbors perfectly. 
 
So shouldn’t He have received tremendous love and kindness in return? Shouldn’t the whole 
world have fallen down at His feet and praised this remarkable Man for His righteousness and 
humble service? Shouldn’t it have been obvious to them who He was—the holy Son of God in 
the flesh? Sometimes He was honored, by His disciples and by the crowds. But often His 
goodness and love were met with ugliness and hatred. 
 
The people of His own town tried to throw Him off a cliff because He did not perform miracles 
for them like He had in other places. Many of the people who had followed Him left because He 
wasn’t interested in being the earthly king they wanted. The Jewish religious leaders accused 
Him of having a demon and working for the devil. They schemed to have Him arrested, 
condemned, and turned over to the Roman authorities to be put to death. The Roman soldiers 
beat Him, flogged Him, and mocked Him. He was nailed naked to a cross and made a spectacle 
to all who passed by. 
 
If that is how people dealt with the best person who has ever lived, the one who never did 
anything wrong, it would seem there is no point in trying to be good. Why be kind to others if 
they’re just going to walk all over us? Why be generous if they will take advantage of our 
generosity? Why love if we’re just going to be hated? And Jesus knew this is what we would 
face. He said, “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you…. If they persecuted 
me, they will also persecute you” (Joh. 15:18,20). 
 
But even though no one was ever mistreated like Jesus was mistreated, He still went willingly 
to the cross. He let the injustice come. He didn’t stop the punches, the spit, and the jeering. He 
didn’t make the nails turn to water or dust before they could be driven through His hands and 
feet. He let the nails come, and He said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luk. 
23:34). 
 
That is not how the world operates. The world says, “If someone is mean to you, give it right 
back!” “If they don’t respect you, don’t give them the time of day!” “If a business doesn’t treat 
you right, post as many bad reviews as you can!” “If you don’t get what you think you are 
entitled to, hire a lawyer!” Everything is about me, what I deserve. Me first. That’s what the 
world teaches us. 
 
But Jesus says, “Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. Judge not, and you will not be judged; 
condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given 
to you.” He doesn’t teach us to think about what is most advantageous to us. He doesn’t teach 
us to treat others as they deserve. Jesus Teaches Us to See as He Does. 

 
Now Jesus certainly sees everyone’s sin. There is no log in His eye obscuring His vision. There 
isn’t even a speck. He sees what is in our hearts and minds as clear as day. Nothing is hidden 
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from His sight. But even though He can see the whole world’s sin, He doesn’t look upon us 
with anger in His eyes or judgment. He didn’t come to condemn us, damn us to hell. He came 
to save us. 
 
When He looks upon you and me, He looks at us with eyes full of mercy and love. He knows 
how far we have fallen short of the glory of God. He knows how often we have failed in love for 
God and our neighbors. He knows how bitter we can get when others do not treat us like we 
feel we deserve. He knows how quickly and easily we regret an act of kindness that was not 
acknowledged or returned. He sees our stubborn pridefulness. 
 
He turns His gaze toward us, seeing us in all our ugly sin, and He says, “I forgive all these 
transgressions. I do not condemn you. I shed My blood for you. I redeemed you, body and soul. 
My good name, My righteousness, My spotless record—all of it is yours.” We have not done 
anything to cause Jesus to look at us in this way. He looks at us this way because that is how He 
is. He is gracious and merciful. 
 
And we know He is. We know it by the faith that God the Holy Spirit has worked in our hearts. 
On our own, we would never believe that the Almighty God who demands perfection could 
ever look upon us with such kindness. But He does. He tells us so in His Word. His Word 
brought faith to our hearts, and His Word continues to strengthen our faith, so that it keeps 
bearing fruit. 
 
This fruit is what Jesus describes in today’s Gospel. It is seeing our neighbor not as they are in 
their sin, but as God sees them, with eyes of mercy. It is refraining from judgment when our 
motive is not to warn them out of love but to condemn them out of spitefulness and self-
righteousness. It is being generous in our attitude, in kindness, and in charity. It is doing to 
others as we would have them do to us. 
 
The only way to have this perspective about others is to first acknowledge the vision 
impairment we have by nature. Jesus said that you can’t see clearly to remove a speck of sin 
from someone else’s eye unless you first recognize the log in your own eye. It’s a funny 
picture—trying to get close enough to examine someone’s eye but unable to because our eye-log 
keeps bumping into everything! That’s what our sinful pride and arrogance do; they obstruct 
our vision and make us difficult to be around. 
 
We see as Jesus sees when we repent of our sins and recognize how much God has forgiven us. 
Then we are ready to humbly serve the sinners around us. Everyone was below Jesus, and yet 
He didn’t look at anyone that way. He turned everything upside down on its head. He taught 
His disciples: “[L]et the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves…. 
I am among you as the one who serves” (Luk. 22:26,27). St. Paul wrote in one of his letters, “Do 
nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves” (Phi. 
2:3). 
 
That is the Christian life, a life lived by faith in Jesus. It is a blessed life, full of purpose and love. 
But what are we to do when Jesus’ words don’t seem to come true—“For with the measure you 
use it will be measured back to you”? What if our good deeds and kind words are not rewarded 
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with the same? What if we are attacked like Jesus was and face violent enemies who want to 
destroy us? 
 
Even that does not negate Jesus’ words. Jesus does not promise that a rich measure of earthly 
fame and fortune will come back to us for our goodness. He does promise His never-ending 
grace. He does promise to give us rest from our weariness and trouble. He does promise His 
mercies and faithfulness which are new each morning. He does promise to take us soon from 
this world of trouble and sorrow to our eternal home with Him in heaven. 
 
Whenever we do suffer here, we keep our eyes on Him. We see how He suffered—humbly, 
faithfully, committing everything to the care of His Father. Our job is not to obtain justice for 
ourselves in every area of our life on earth. We will probably never receive from others what we 
think is our “due.” We leave the balancing of these scales to God. We trust Him to give us our 
daily bread, to provide all that we need for this body and life. 
 
His merciful care for us makes us free to have mercy and to forgive and to give with no 
expectation of repayment. We can dish out kindness and compassion toward others in large 
scoops—with generous measure. In all our dealings with others, we love and serve as Jesus 
loved and served. We will never be above Him, but by the continued work of the Holy Spirit 
through the Word, we can become more like Him. 
 
And while we serve our neighbors imperfectly, Jesus will continue to serve us perfectly. He will 
keep pouring out His grace and forgiveness when we fail, and He will keep teaching us and 
helping us to see others as He does. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


