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The Third Sunday after Trinity – Pr. Faugstad sermon 
St. Luke 15:1-10: “What Are You Called to Do?” 
July 3, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O Lord Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd of the sheep, who came to seek and to save that which 
was lost: Inspire us and Your whole Church, we beseech You, with Your own compassion for 
those who have wandered from Your fold and are lost; help us to be witnesses to them of Your 
love; and teach us what You would have us to do towards leading them home to You; who lives 
and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (Parish 
Prayers, ed. Frank Colquhoun, p. 110) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the fifteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. And the Pharisees and 
the scribes grumbled, saying, “This Man receives sinners and eats with them.” / So He told 
them this parable: “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does 
not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 
And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, he 
calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 
my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. / “Or what woman, 
having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and 
seek diligently until she finds it? And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and 
neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, 
there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who carried out the work we could not do, so that we would be freed to do the 
work He has called us to do, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
The Pharisees and scribes thought they had done great things. They thought they had 
succeeded in keeping the holy law of God. Or if they hadn’t kept it perfectly, they had at least 
kept it better than everyone else. They were self-righteous. They were proud. But they seemed 
to have a valid concern when they saw Jesus eating with known sinners in the community. Why 
would Jesus risk His reputation by spending time with them? Didn’t He realize people might 
take His association with them as approval of what they did?  
 
But Jesus did not look at these outcasts any differently than He looked at the Pharisees and 
scribes. He saw every person He interacted with in the exact same way. He saw each one as a 
lost sinner in need of salvation. 
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The Pharisees thought they had done great works. Jesus called on them to do a greater one: 
repent of their sins. Repenting of our sins—admitting that we have sinned against God and our 
neighbors—is perhaps the hardest thing God asks us to do. It is so difficult for us that we can’t 
do it on our own. 
 
It is tempting to think of repentance as a work that we do which causes God to do something 
for us. “If I repent of my sins,” we say, “then God will forgive me.” We think of repentance as 
meeting God halfway—I repent, and He meets me with forgiveness. This makes our work and 
His work equal. But repentance is not our work. Jesus said that after His ascension, He would 
send the Holy Spirit to “convict the world concerning sin” (Joh. 16:8). St. Paul writes that “no one 
can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except in the Holy Spirit” (1Co. 12:3). No one can repent of his sins and trust 
in Jesus as his Savior “except in the Holy Spirit.” 
 
The parables of Jesus make this clear. We hear about a sheep that wandered from the flock. Did 
the sheep realize he had taken a wrong turn and get himself back to the shepherd? No, he just 
got himself more and more lost. The shepherd had to go looking for him, and when he found 
him, he set him on his shoulders and brought him home. Who did the work? The sheep did 
nothing; the shepherd did everything. 
 
The next parable makes this even clearer. A coin was lost. Maybe it got lost in the couch 
cushions or kicked under a cabinet. It couldn’t roll itself out to a better position to be found. The 
woman did all the work. She lit the lamp, swept the house, looked high and low until she 
finally pulled the coin out of the dark place where it had been concealed. 
 
Jesus wants you to recognize that by nature you are that lost sheep. You are that lost coin. We 
don’t like to think of ourselves in this way. We like to think of ourselves as being much more 
capable, much more righteous. This is why repentance is so difficult. Our sinful nature is 
constantly fighting against the work of the Holy Spirit. When we are confronted with our sin, 
our reaction is to deny it or divert the attention to someone else. Maybe we turn the focus back 
on the person who is accusing us. “Who are you to criticize me!?! You’re no saint! You are the 
last person who should be saying something to me!” 
 
But God did not give His law to reveal the sins of everyone but you. You should read and study 
God’s law first of all as His message to you. You are a lost and condemned sinner by nature. 
You have broken God’s law in every way. No matter how good you may look compared to the 
people around you, you are not good enough for God. He demands perfection. You have 
sinned. You cannot save yourself. 
 
But God is merciful toward you. He sent His only Son “to seek and to save the lost” (Luk. 19:10). 
Jesus is the Shepherd who leaves the ninety-nine to look for the one. What motivated Jesus to 
do this, to take on our flesh and sacrifice Himself for us sheep that loved to wander (ELH 292, v. 
4)? He was motivated by perfect love toward His Father and perfect love for us. Jesus went to 
the cross for you, carrying all your sins of self-righteousness and pride and stubbornness, and 
He poured out His blood to wash away all your sins. 
 
Your wayward ways are forgiven. Your wandering away from God’s care is forgotten. Your 
good Shepherd loves you. The angels of God rejoice because your merciful Lord has led you to 
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repentance and faith in Him. The angels are not jealous that you will be joining them in heaven. 
There’s plenty of room! Jesus has prepared a place for you, even you, in heaven and for many 
more besides you. 
 
God intends for all of you here to join Him in the mansions above. This is why He calls you 
week after week to hear His Word of grace and receive His Supper of salvation. The Holy 
Spirit’s work through the Word keeps you repentant. It keeps you faithful to our Lord’s 
promises. If you stop hearing this Word, the Word of your Shepherd and Lord, you will wander 
off again; you will become lost like you were before. 
 
We have seen this happen with people we love. They used to go to church but now they don’t 
anymore. How do we get them back? You might think this is the pastor’s job. “Isn’t that one of 
the things we pay him for? And now he has another vicar to help him.” It is certainly part of my 
call to do this work. I am to care for the souls in our congregations and to reach out to more 
besides. But this isn’t just my calling as a pastor or Cody’s calling as a vicar. All of us are called 
to do this work as Christians. 
 
Pastor Koren, who founded the Saude and Jerico congregations, suggested in a sermon on this 
text that the woman lighting a lamp and sweeping the house in search of the lost coin is a 
picture of God’s Church. The Church made up of all believers in Jesus is tasked with seeking 
the lost. This seeking starts with the members of our household, in the household of faith. 
Galatians 6 says, “let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith” 
(v. 10). 
 
One way we “do good” for our brothers and sisters in Christ is to pray for them. Maybe you have 
been using our “Prayer Prompts” schedule to do this or just opening up your church directory 
to pray for your fellow members. And when you notice that a member has not been in church 
for a while, you can reach out to them and see how they are doing. It will have a greater impact 
coming from you than from the pastor. Why? Because of the mistaken perception that “the 
pastor is just doing his job.” 
 
It is easy to wash our hands of our responsibility to our fellow Christians. But then we are no 
better than the Pharisees and scribes who were eager to condemn the sinners but were not eager 
to help them. The weakness we see in others is the same weakness that afflicts us. The sin that 
shows itself in others more or less publicly is the same sin in our own hearts. 
 
We want others to regularly hear the Word of our Savior, because we know our need to 
regularly hear the Word of our Savior. We want others to repent because we know our need for 
repentance. We can relate to our fellow members and to our neighbors in the community, 
because all of us are sinners who need the rich grace of God. 
 
Cody, this is the starting point of your work among us. You are called to be a humble servant to 
the people of this parish. The ability and the strength to do this work does not come from you. It 
comes from Him who took our weaknesses onto Himself, died for them on the cross, and rose 
victorious from the grave on Easter morning. Jesus, who redeemed you by His blood, will guide 
and prosper all your efforts done in His name. 
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As you go about your work among us, you will have plenty of reason to repent just as I do. You 
and I are sinners like the people we serve. But while we weep with our fellow sinners over our 
trespasses, we also have plentiful reason to rejoice with them. We rejoice because Jesus has 
forgiven all our weaknesses and wrongs. He does not leave us to our sinful ways. He comes 
looking for us and pulls us out of danger and back into His safety. 
 
As He does this gracious work, the angels in heaven rejoice. We rejoice with them. We rejoice 
that God moves us to humbly repent and believe His Word. We rejoice that He brings long-lost 
sheep back to His fold. We rejoice that He has called us out of our pharisaical self-righteous to 
faith in Him. 
 
All the good we have is a gift from Him. There is nothing we have done to deserve it. There is 
nothing we have done to earn it. He found us, the wandering sheep; He found us, the lost coins, 
and brought us to repentance and faith in Him. We pray that His gracious work will continue 
among us, and that He will use our humble hands to carry the lamp of His Word into the 
darkness, our humble mouths to call back those who have wandered, and our humble hearts to 
rejoice with them when Jesus brings them back. 
 
This work is the Lord’s. And so is the glory. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


