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The Second Sunday after Trinity – Pr. Faugstad sermon 
St. Luke 14:16-24: “The Call to the Master’s Feast Is an Every Day Call.” 
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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O God, who in Your blessed Son prepared for us a rich feast and invite us day by day to partake 
of Your bounties: Grant that neither the distractions of business nor the allurements of pleasure 
may cause us to turn a deaf ear to Your call, nor to neglect Your so great salvation, which You 
have given us in the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Parish Prayers, ed. Frank Colquhoun, p. 
109) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the fourteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. We 
read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
But [Jesus] said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. And at the time 
for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything 
is now ready.’ / “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought 
a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me excused.’ / “And another said, ‘I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me excused.’ / “And another 
said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ / “So the servant came and reported 
these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, 
‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind 
and lame.’ / “And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is 
room.’ / “And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel 
people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were 
invited shall taste my banquet.’” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who invites you to His great feast not just once in your life but every single day, 
so that you are continuously nourished and strengthened in Him, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
The setting for Jesus’ parable was a dinner table. A ruler of the Pharisees had invited Jesus to a 
meal one Sabbath day. It seems like a generous invitation, but it was actually because the 
Pharisees wanted to catch Jesus saying or doing something that contradicted the Law of God. 
The evangelist Luke says that “they were watching him carefully” (14:1). What they did not realize 
is that Jesus was watching them carefully. In fact, He saw to the very bottom of their hearts. He 
spoke His parable to open their eyes to their unbelief and create faith in their hearts. 
 
But His parable was not for them only; it is also for us and for all who hear the words of Jesus. 
He told about a great banquet that should have been anticipated by all. But when the time came 
for the banquet, the invited guests had excuses for why they couldn’t come. This was a 
description of the Jewish leaders who claimed to be waiting for a Messiah. But when He came, 
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they opposed Him. They closed their ears to His convicting words of Law, and so they were not 
prepared to hear His beautiful words of promise. 
 
When the Jewish leaders would not come, Jesus turned His attention to “the poor and crippled and 
blind and lame”—the outcasts like the Jewish tax collectors, public sinners, and the demon-
possessed. Many of them gladly heard the Word of Jesus, repented of their sins, and put their 
trust in Him. Still there was room in the Master’s banquet hall, so servants were sent out to “the 
highways and hedges” looking for more. This refers to the Gentiles, the people outside the city, 
which also includes you and me today. 
 
What a surprise for the outsiders to hear the servants say, “Come, for everything is now ready!” 
“There must be some mistake; how could we be invited to the banquet of someone we don’t 
even know?” But that’s how the Gospel works. We were called by the Holy Spirit to the 
Master’s feast, not because we were old friends and not because we had proven ourselves 
worthy of an invitation. We didn’t know someone on the inside to let us in. We didn’t even 
know there was a great feast going on until God made it known to us. 
 
The call of the Gospel is a free gift. A couple weeks ago, we heard Jesus’ words to Nicodemus 
about the work of the Holy Spirit. “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the 
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God…. The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, 
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit” (Joh. 3:5,8). We enter the kingdom of God because He wills it. We do not decide to enter 
His kingdom—He decides. 
 
But we cannot enter His kingdom as we are. No guest at the Master’s feast can come in the rags 
of his own righteousness. The way the Master cleanses us of our filth and covers us in holiness 
is through the life-giving waters of Baptism. “[A]ccording to his own mercy,” He saved us, “by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior” (Ti. 3:5-6). The robes of Jesus’ holiness were placed over us in Baptism, and we 
started to “walk in newness of life” (Rom. 6:4). 
 
Your Baptism put you on the Master’s guest list. You are invited to His great banquet. The 
banquet is the continued hearing of His Word and partaking of His Sacraments. Jesus said 
disciples are made for Him out of the nations by baptizing and teaching them (Mat. 28:19-20). 
Baptism happens once and lasts a lifetime. But the teaching of His Word is ongoing. It continues 
to guide sinners to repentance and keep them in the grace of their Baptism until their time here 
comes to an end. 
 
Jesus your Savior calls you to hear His Word and meditate on it every day. Some of you might 
have an hour each day that you could dedicate to reading the Bible. Others might only have five 
minutes in the morning and evening to read a devotion and pray. The point is to take your seat 
at the Master’s table as often as you can and receive the rich food that only He can give. His 
Word serves up forgiveness for your sin and grace to free you from your guilt. His Word 
delivers peace to your heart and strength to your soul. It prepares you for the work God has 
given you to do in your home, workplace, and community. 
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The work you do in those vocations is important work. There was nothing wrong with the man 
in the parable wanting to see a field he had bought, or another man wanting to inspect his oxen, 
or another man giving attention to his new bride. The problem was that they chose to do those 
things instead of attending the Master’s feast. There is nothing wrong with putting in hours at 
work, expanding your business, and focusing on your family. The problem is when these things 
take the place of God’s Word and are given priority over God’s Word. 
 
When one of the Pharisees asked Jesus to give “the great commandment in the law,” Jesus quoted 
from the book of Deuteronomy (6:5): “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind” (Mat. 22:37). God doesn’t ask you to love Him with half your 
heart, a quarter of your soul, or a tenth of your mind. He says your devotion to Him should be 
total, should be perfect. All of your focus, all of your being, all of your days should be directed 
toward learning His Word and doing His will. 
 
It’s easy to come up with reasons why that just isn’t possible. If you “lived by the letter,” how 
could you get along with anyone else? Wouldn’t they think that you think you are better than 
them? And besides, you pay more attention to God’s Word than just about everyone else you 
know. You figure you are in pretty good shape. You might not always attend the Master’s 
feast—and certainly not every day—, but you know about it. You know God’s Word is there 
when you need it. 
 
One of the important questions to ask is whether Christianity fits into your life, or whether your 
life fits into Christianity. What I mean is: do you look at your Baptism into Christ and His work 
in your life through the Word as just one piece of the pie? And home life is another piece, and 
work is another piece, and hobbies and leisure time and so on are other pieces? Or is Christ in 
all of it? 
 
That’s the way St. Paul talked. “For you have died,” he said, “and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God” (Col. 3:3). Your life was joined to your Savior in Baptism. That is where you died and 
where you rose again with Him. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,” wrote Paul, “he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2Co. 5:17). In another place he said that 
we are “created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in 
them” (Eph. 2:10). 
 
These passages say that your life is not about your purpose, not about your plans. Your life is 
about the Lord’s purpose and His plans. Your life is lived in Him and through Him. But then 
why does our Master have to keep inviting us to His feast? It is because our sinful nature is still 
active, and our sinful nature is great at making excuses. The old Adam has all sorts of reasons 
why we don’t have time for God’s Word. And the more we set aside the Word, the easier it gets 
to set aside the Word. 
 
Jesus did not suffer from these same weaknesses. He never set aside the Word of His Father. He 
listened to it perfectly and did everything God commanded. And when His suffering began to 
intensify in the Garden of Gethsemane, He did not make excuses why He had to be somewhere 
else. He said to His heavenly Father, “not my will, but yours, be done” (Luk. 22:42). 
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Because Jesus carried out His Father’s will, you have forgiveness for your sinful excuses. Jesus 
went to the cross and paid for all of your transgressions against God—your sins of not making 
His Word a priority in your home, your sins of not sharing the hope you have in Christ with 
your friends and co-workers, your sins of doing what you want instead of what God wants. 
 
Despite your many sins, the Master still sends His servants to say, “Come, for everything is now 
ready.” I am one of those servants, but the message is for me too. The feast of salvation is 
prepared for all of us sinners. The table is set right now with God’s grace-filled Word and life-
giving Sacraments. His Word is ready for you every day. He wants you always to be a guest His 
table. He wants you to enjoy His feast. He wants by this rich food to prepare you for the eternal 
feasting in heaven. 
 
The invitation making its way to you is no mistake. Jesus intends for you to have His gifts. Now 
is no time for distractions and excuses. Now is the time for repentance, for a humble trust in His 
Word, and for the desire to grow in faith and in a godly life. Now is the time to eat from the 
Bread of Life and drink from the living waters of God. Now is the time to “taste and see that the 
LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!” (Psa. 34:8). 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


