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The First Sunday after Trinity – Pr. Faugstad sermon 
St. Luke 16:19-31: “A Faithful Father Is Worth His Weight in Gold.” 
June 18/19, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Merciful Father, from whom every good and perfect gift comes, receive our thanks and praise 
for establishing our Christian homes in which Your Word is clearly taught and gladly heard. 
Grant Your blessing to fathers, and by Your Holy Spirit strengthen them in their faith that they 
may fulfill their sacred responsibilities toward their children and lead their household in the 
way of Your righteousness and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (adapted from Pastoral Care 
Companion, CPH 2007, p. 176) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the sixteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
[Jesus said to the Pharisees:] “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen 
and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, 
covered with sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, 
even the dogs came and licked his sores. / “The poor man died and was carried by the angels to 
Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in torment, he 
lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. And he called out, ‘Father 
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool 
my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ / “But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you 
in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he 
is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and you a great 
chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, 
and none may cross from there to us.’ / “And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to 
my father’s house—for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into 
this place of torment.’ / “But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear 
them.’ / “And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they 
will repent.’ / “He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be 
convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who has reconciled us with God the Father by dying on the cross for our sins, so 
that we are all sons of God through faith, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
There was a man who grew up with very little. Not much was expected of him. He would live 
out his life in a humble corner of the world and would soon be forgotten after he died. But this 
man was not satisfied with that kind of anonymous life. He soon out-studied, out-worked, and 
out-earned his peers. No one possessed a drive like he did. No one had a vision and a plan like 
he did. People began to take notice. He climbed the social ladder. Beautiful women paid 
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attention to him, and he married the prettiest one. They built a mansion and filled it with the 
finest things. God gave them six sons—all of them gifted. Everyone knew them. It seemed like 
the perfect family. 
 
But hard work does not always mean success. Another man who grew up in the same 
neighborhood did not have the same opportunities. His parents were in poor health, so he had 
to drop out of school to help make ends meet. His pay was hardly enough to cover the bills. He 
worked long days but little changed. He married a poor woman, and they hoped for a brighter 
future. But there were fertility problems along with the added strain of caring for his ailing 
parents. The burdens of this young couple were heavy, but they found comfort in the 
Scriptures. The God who saved His people Israel from slavery and brought them to the 
promised land would save them too. 
 
Finally the Lord blessed them with a child, a son! They gave him a name that means, “God has 
helped.” He was their greatest joy. They couldn’t afford to buy him new clothes or any toys, but 
they loved him. They were going to help him rise up and achieve more than they ever had. But 
then they got sick—first mom, then dad. When their son was just nine years old, he became an 
orphan. He bounced around until he was thirteen when there were no doors open to him 
anymore. And he found himself on the street. 
 
Our heart breaks for this child who never seemed to have a chance. If we could choose one of 
the two scenarios for our kids, we would choose the first one. We want to give our children a 
healthy upbringing, a chance to succeed. We want them to have the good things that we did not 
have. We certainly don’t want them to end up on the street! But there was something the 
homeless boy had that the six wealthy boys did not, something that set him on a much better 
course. The homeless boy had faith. 
 
We have just imagined the backstory for the lives of the rich man and the beggar Lazarus in 
today’s Gospel. We don’t have the specific details, but it is safe to say that although the rich 
man had some knowledge of biblical things, he did not have faith. His brothers didn’t either, 
which is why he begged Abraham to send Lazarus to his father’s house to warn them. “Moses 
and the Prophets aren’t good enough,” he said. “They need something more impactful, like 
someone coming back from the dead!” 
 
Abraham’s reply to the rich man’s request is something that should wake up all of us, “If they do 
not hear Moses and the Prophets—if they do not hear the Holy Scriptures of God—, neither will they 
be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.” How much did the rich man’s purple clothes 
and fine linen matter as he suffered the torments of hell? How about his lavish feasts? His vast 
riches? How much would the rich man have given up for “Moses and the Prophets” if he could 
escape hell and have a second chance? 
 
But there are no second chances after death. There is no purgatory to pay off our sins. There is 
no period after Christ’s return when sinners can repent. Right now is our time of grace. “Behold, 
now is the favorable time,” writes St. Paul; “behold, now is the day of salvation” (2Co. 6:2). That makes 
the role of the head of the house, the father, vitally important. 
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That might sound like old-fashioned language. People might chalk it up to tradition, remnants 
of a “patriarchal” view of society. But God does intend the man to be the head of his house. 
What exactly does that mean? It does not mean that a husband or a father is a dictator who 
bosses everyone around and forces them to do whatever he wants. It means that he uses his 
authority to serve. He sacrifices his own desires and plans for the good of those in his care. And 
he places the greatest priority on the spiritual well-being of his household. 
 
That’s what Jesus does for us as the Head of the Church. He is the Master of this House, but He 
doesn’t use His authority to serve Himself. He uses His authority to bless us, to give us what we 
could not have without Him. This is how God calls a man to function in his home, for his wife 
and kids. The Letter to the Ephesians says, “For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is 
the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior” (5:23). 
 
Our homes need the salvation that Jesus brings. The world, of course, does not teach this. The 
world says the best thing you can do for your children is give them a comfortable home and pay 
for a good education that will result in their landing a good job. But none of those things are 
any good if your children don’t have faith in Jesus. Lazarus had more than the six rich brothers 
combined, because he had hope that there would be an end to his troubles. He had hope that 
there was a better life after this one. He had hope that his merciful Father would bring him to 
his heavenly home. 
 
What the beggar Lazarus had was the most important thing, but do we emphasize that in our 
homes? Do we teach our children and grandchildren that they have everything by faith even if 
there is no money in their bank account? Do we teach them by example that devotion time is 
more important than couch time in front of the TV? That weekends in the church pews are more 
important than weekend getaways? 
 
I do not speak as a father who does this perfectly in his own home. The Word of God is not the 
priority in our home like it should be. Work can easily get in the way or weariness or the 
million little activities pulling us in all sorts of directions. The devil is the king of distraction. He 
knows how devastating the Word of God is to his wicked plans. He knew Lazarus had faith, 
which was why he afflicted him with such terrible trouble. He was content to leave the faithless 
rich man to his riches. 
 
We would rather have a life of trouble with the Word than a life of comfort without it. The 
Word of God conveys riches to us that no amount of money can buy. The Word assures us of a 
perfect standing before God since the righteousness of Jesus covers us completely. The Word 
gives us a clear conscience because Jesus paid for all our sins. The Word plants life in us because 
Jesus won for us eternal life. 
 
These riches of God are freely given to us beggars. We have nothing to offer Him; our hands are 
empty. He covers us with beautiful clothing. He fills us with delicious food. These spiritual gifts 
are given to us at church and at home—wherever His Word is in use. “For where two or three are 
gathered in my name,” says Jesus, “there am I among them” (Mat. 18:20). 
 
When a father gathers His family to hear the Word, he can take comfort in knowing that he is 
not the most important person in the room. Jesus is. And where Jesus is, there is comfort in 
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times of sorrow, peace in times of conflict, strength in times of trouble, grace to cover a 
multitude of sins. The best thing a father can do is give his family Jesus. He does that by 
guiding his family in the Word. 
 
That is what the rich man’s father failed to do. When conversing with Abraham across the great 
chasm between hell and heaven, the rich man referred to Abraham as his “father” three times. 
He may have been descended from Abraham by blood, but he was not a spiritual descendant of 
Abraham. The spiritual descendants of Abraham are those who believe the promise of a Savior 
like he did. Lazarus believed this promise, and when he died, he “was carried by the angels to 
Abraham’s side.” 
 
The rich man was no true son of Abraham, but you are. St. Paul writes that “it is those of faith 
who are the sons of Abraham…. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to promise” (Gal. 3:7,29). Even though we are focusing on fathers today, all of us are 
sons of Abraham by faith. All of us are children of the heavenly Father. 
 
Earthly fathers are just dim reflections of the perfect heavenly Father. Sometimes an earthly 
father does not resemble the heavenly Father in any way. He does not lead his family in what is 
good and true. If you had a father like that, you can know that your Father in heaven will never 
harm you or neglect you. He loves you and sent His only Son to die for you. 
 
If you had a good, Christian father, you can thank God that he humbly listened to the Word and 
taught you to do the same. Fathers are absolutely needed for the spiritual training of their 
children. When fathers are not engaged with the Word, it is far less likely that their children will 
care about the Word as they get older. I don’t think I would be a pastor if my father had not 
made church attendance and family devotions a priority. In fact, I’m not sure I would even be in 
the church if he hadn’t led the way. 
 
The theme for today’s sermon is: A Faithful Father Is Worth His Weight in Gold. In case 
you’re wondering how much that is, a two hundred pound dad would be worth about four-
and-a-half million dollars. But a faithful father is actually worth far more. No amount of money 
can equal the passing down of the faith from generation to generation. It is the best inheritance 
you have received. It is the best inheritance you can pass on to your children and to your 
children’s children. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


