
 1 

The Festival of Pentecost – Pr. Faugstad exordium & sermon 
St. John 14:23-31: “The Holy Spirit Brings Peace to Troubled Hearts.” 
June 4/5, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

 
It was an astonishing event. First a sound from heaven “like a mighty rushing wind” filled the 
inside of the house where the disciples were. Then tongues of fire rested on each one of them. 
Then these common men—many of them Galilean fisherman—could instantly speak in other 
languages. The Holy Spirit had come just as Jesus had promised. 
 
How could anyone deny the powerful working of God? How could anyone question His 
presence? How could anyone ignore the inspired message that came from the mouths of the 
disciples? But some did. They mocked the disciples and said, “They are filled with new wine” (Act. 
2:13). “They are drunk!” they said. “Nothing to see here!” 
 
Did the scoffers not know the difference between drunkenness and clear preaching? A drunk 
man is laughed at. A serious man speaking in a language he isn’t supposed to know is listened 
to. But no matter how true, no matter how compelling, no matter how wonderful their message 
was, the sinful nature of their opponents pushed against it. 
 
That’s how all of us are by nature. We are skeptical about the things of God. We want 
everything to fit the way that we think. We want everything to make sense to our rational 
minds. That was not possible on Pentecost. Things were happening that could not be explained. 
God the Holy Spirit had been poured out, and by the end of the day against all odds, thousands 
of Jewish people heard the disciples’ preaching and believed it. 
 
This shows us how the Holy Spirit is able to overcome our sinful stubbornness. He is able to 
pierce our sin-hardened hearts, and He does it through the Word of God. We need Him to keep 
working in us through the Word, so that we ignore our know-it-all nature and put our only 
trust in the only God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 
We now rise to sing our festival hymn—a prayer for the Holy Spirit’s continued blessing—
hymn #399, “O Light of God’s Most Wondrous Love”: 
 

O Light of God’s most wondrous love, 
Who dost our darkness brighten, 

Shed on Thy Church from heav’n above, 
Our eye of faith enlighten! 

As in Thy light we gather here, 
Show us that Christ’s own promise clear 

Is Yea and Amen ever. 
O risen and ascended Lord, 

We wait fulfillment of Thy Word; 
O bless us with Thy favor! 
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The sermon text for today is taken from the fourteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We 
read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father 
will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He who does not love 
Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who 
sent Me. / “These things I have spoken while being present with you. But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you. Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you; not as 
the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled neither let it be afraid. / “You 
have heard Me say to you: ‘I am going away and coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you 
would rejoice because I said ‘I am going to the Father,’ for My Father is greater than I. And now 
I have told you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe. I will no 
longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me. But 
that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, so I 
do. Arise, let us go from here.” (NKJV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who made peace between us and God by shedding His precious blood, and who 
imparts that peace to us by the power of the Holy Spirit, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
What troubles you today? Is it a medical issue or some persistent aches and pains? Is it concerns 
about family members or friends? Is it the pressure of work that needs to get done? Is it the 
rising price of gas and food? Or maybe your troubles are deeper: a guilty conscience, a burden 
of grief, a sense of worthlessness. 
 
“Let not your heart be troubled,” says Jesus in today’s reading. He said it first to His disciples the 
night before His death. It is clear that the weight of the moment and of Jesus’ predictions did 
trouble them. So Jesus spoke many comforting words to them (Joh. 14, ESV): 
 

 “I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also” (v. 3). 

 “If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it” (v. 14). 

 “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever” (v. 
16). 

 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you” (v. 18). 

 “Because I live, you also will live” (v. 19). 
 
Despite all these comforting words, Jesus still saw the turmoil in the hearts of His dear friends. 
They could not see His plan clearly yet, but they would. In time, they would understand why 
Jesus had to suffer and die. They would understand the significance of His resurrection and His 
ascension to the right hand of God the Father. They would understand these things because of 
the work of “the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father [would] send in [Jesus’] name.” 
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The events of Pentecost were Jesus’ promise kept. God the Father and God the Son did send out 
God the Holy Spirit, and the change in Jesus’ disciples was immediate. Not only were they 
enabled to speak in languages which earlier that day had been foreign to them. But now they 
stepped forward boldly preaching the death and resurrection of Jesus in the same city where He 
had been arrested and crucified fifty-two days before. 
 
Peter called out to the crowds, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Act. 2:38). About three 
thousand souls were baptized that day. Countless more have been baptized since then, 
including you. That means you also have received “the gift of the Holy Spirit” that Peter talked 
about. 
 
But how do you know you have the Holy Spirit? Could it be that He has come and gone since 
the day of your Baptism? You don’t hear “a sound like a mighty rushing wind” to show He is near. 
You can’t feel His presence inside you. As far as I know, you can’t speak in tongues like the 
apostles did. And besides all that, your heart is still often troubled. Would that be the case if the 
Holy Spirit were with you? 
 
The tremendous outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost did not mean that the apostles’ 
troubles were all over. The Christian congregation in Jerusalem had a good beginning, but it 
wasn’t long before persecution set in at the instigation of a young man named Saul. Christians 
were arrested and thrown in jail. Some of them were killed. Many were displaced from their 
homes and fled to other cities and towns. 
 
And the Holy Spirit was with them through it all. We know this because they had the Gospel. 
They had the message of what Jesus did to save sinners, and they rejoiced in it even as they 
were chased from their homes. They held onto the Word of Jesus as their most valuable 
possession. They paid attention to it. They kept it close. That’s what the word “keep” means 
when Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will 
come to him and make Our home with him.” 
 
Clinging to the pure Word of God, the Christians could be certain they had God Himself. This is 
still true. You can know God is with you as long as you are connected to His Word and hear 
and learn it with a humble faith. Through the Word, the Holy Spirit teaches you all things. He 
brings to your remembrance the comforting things Jesus said. And He gives you the gift that 
Jesus left behind when He ascended into heaven. He gives you peace. 
 
But it is not peace like the world gives, says Jesus. The world offers peace through 
entertainment and pleasures—“Connect yourself to this thing, and you can escape the stresses 
of life for a while.” Or it offers peace through medication or other substances—“Take this pill, 
drink this down, and you will be able to cope.” The peace the world has can only be a 
temporary peace. The world is focused entirely on symptoms and not the underlying condition. 
 
Peace is not possible where sin goes undiagnosed. The poison of sin inside us and around us in 
the world is the reason that peace seems so elusive. We want to escape our troubles, but we 
can’t. We want to feel better, but we don’t. In order to open our hearts to the peace of God, the 
Holy Spirit must expose those things within us that stand in the way of peace. 
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Our pride stands in the way of peace—refusing to forgive others who have sinned against us. 
Our bitterness stands in the way of peace—blaming everyone else for the troubles in our life. 
Our doubt stands in the way of peace—wondering if God’s Word really is trustworthy. These 
sinful thoughts are encouraged and magnified by the devil. He wants us to be discontent and 
cowardly. He wants to keep us from true and lasting peace. 
 
The Holy Spirit counters this diabolical work. The Holy Spirit leads us to the Prince of Peace, 
the One who made peace between us and the mighty God. The peace He made is an everlasting 
peace, not a temporary one. It doesn’t just treat the symptoms of our spiritual condition; it gets 
to the very root of it. Jesus made peace by fulfilling each and every demand of God’s holy Law 
and by offering Himself as a perfect sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. 
 
The shedding of His precious blood made peace with God. The peace that Jesus won on the 
cross means that heaven is open to you and the gates of hell are closed to you forever. The peace 
He won means that all your sins—no matter what they might be—are forgiven before God. 
Your pride is forgiven. Your bitterness and anger are forgiven. Your doubts and your weak 
faith are forgiven. 
 
But your sins and my sins are so many. Can it really be true? You know it is true because God 
says it is. Whenever this becomes unclear to you, whenever you forget, the Holy Spirit comes 
powerfully through the Word to remind you. He comes to apply this peace to your heart. He 
works the peace of God within you each time you hear His Word and partake of His 
Sacraments. 
 
And as He brings you “the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding” (Phi. 4:7), you will find 
that the troubles in the world, the troubles at work, even the troubles in your home are not as 
severe as they seemed. None of these troubles is too much for God. None of them is beyond His 
help. Like the disciples, you may struggle for a time wondering how God can possibly turn 
your troubles into good. But the sun always chases away the darkness. The Lord’s mercies “are 
new every morning” (Lam. 3:23). 
 
The holy God loves you. He is committed to your care. He knows what troubles you and 
promises to save you from it. Jesus did not leave His disciples to fend for themselves. As He did 
for them, so He does for you. He sends you the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit brings peace. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


