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“We praise You, Lord, for Philip, / Blest guide to Greek and Jew, / And for young James the
faithful, / Who heard and followed You. / O grant us grace to know You, / The way, the truth,
the life, / To wrestle with temptation, / To triumph in the strife.” Amen. (Lutheran Service Book,
#518, v. 16)
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.)
The sermon text for today is taken from the fourteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We
read selected verses in Jesus’ name:
[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in Me. In My Father’s
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for
you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to Myself, that
where I am you may be also. And you know the way to where I am going.” / Thomas said to
Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going. How can we know the way?” / Jesus said to
him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also. From now on you do know Him
and have seen Him.” / Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.”
/ Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know Me, Philip?
Whoever has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not
speak on My own authority, but the Father who dwells in Me does His works. Believe Me that I
am in the Father and the Father is in Me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. /
“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in Me will also do the works that I do; and greater
works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. Whatever you ask in My name,
this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything in My name, I
will do it.” (ESV)
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17)
In Christ Jesus, whom we did not choose, but who chose us, and appointed us to go and bear
fruit in His name (Joh. 15:16), dear fellow redeemed:
What do you want to be remembered for? Being a hard worker and achieving success in your
job? Winning at the highest level of competition? Making a better life for yourself and your
family? Being a pillar in the community? A good neighbor? A nice person? All of those are
proper goals. But in all likelihood, most of what we do will not be remembered—at least not a
few decades from now and certainly not 100 or 200 years from now.
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The only reason we remember anything about the apostles Philip and James is because of their
connection to Jesus. If He did not call them to follow Him, they would have been completely
lost to history. As it is, we still know very little about them.
We know a little more about Philip. After Jesus was revealed as the Messiah at His Baptism and
was tempted for forty days in the wilderness, He then went north to Galilee. He entered the
town of Bethsaida where Andrew and Peter lived, and He found Philip. “Follow me,” He said
(Joh. 1:43). Philip in turn found Nathanael, and from then on, both of them followed Jesus.
The other times that Philip is specifically mentioned in the Gospels, he seems most closely
connected with Andrew. When Jesus put the question to Philip about feeding the crowd of
5,000, Philip replied that the need was too great (Joh. 6:7). Then Andrew chimed in that a boy
had “five barley loaves and two fish” (v. 9). But what good could they do for such a large crowd?
Another time, some Greeks approached Philip and said, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus” (Joh. 12:21).
Instead of going right to Jesus, Philip told Andrew, and both of them went to Jesus. And then
we heard the exchange between Jesus and Philip about seeing the Father.
James was there too at all those occasions, but we have no record of his words like we do for
Philip. There were two Jameses among the apostles. This one is not the fisherman brother of
John, who was part of Jesus’ inner circle. The Gospels identify this James as “James the son of
Alphaeus.” Matthew’s father was also named Alphaeus (Mar. 2:14), so it is possible that James
and Matthew were brothers.
James’ mother was one of the Marys who followed Jesus from Galilee, who stood at His cross,
watched His burial, and was greeted by the angel at the empty tomb on Easter morning. So his
mother witnessed the most important events in Jesus’ life, which James missed because he was
afraid and had gone into hiding along with most of the other disciples. James is referred to as
“the younger” or “the less” to distinguish him from the other apostle of the same name (Mar.
15:40).
The reason Philip and James are remembered together on May 1st is because their supposed
remains were transported to Rome at the same time in the sixth century. So then they began to
be commemorated in the church on the same day. That’s about all we know of these two
apostles.
While we might want to know more about them, there is something good about knowing so
little. It makes it easier for us to imagine ourselves in their place. We see how Philip failed the
test that Jesus gave him at the feeding of the 5,000. We see how he failed to understand Jesus’
words in today’s text. In both cases, Philip was concerned about having “enough.” “Two
hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little” (Joh. 6:7), he said. And in
today’s Gospel, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Philip worried about having
enough for physical needs and enough for spiritual needs.
We can certainly relate to that. We often worry about having enough money, enough strength,
enough patience, enough support. “What are we going to do? How will we make it?” Jesus
gave us a prayer for times like these, a very simple petition: “Give us this day our daily bread.” But
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how can we be certain that our Father in heaven hears us? And why should we have to pray for
what He already knows we need? And if He already knows we need it, why hasn’t He given it?
So our concerns about physical things quickly turn into spiritual concerns. We always want
more from God—more assurance of His love, more proof of His power, more evidence that He
really is in charge and will provide for all our needs. If only God would give us a glimpse of His
glory. If only we had more to go on than Jesus’ Word. “Lord, show us the Father,” we say, “and it
is enough for us.”
We can relate to James too, James who didn’t say or do anything that needed to be recorded in
the inspired pages of the Bible. Maybe he was quiet and introverted, hardly noticed. Maybe he
felt ashamed that he didn’t have the courage of Thomas who was ready to die with Jesus (Joh.
11:16), or of Peter who drew his sword in the Garden of Gethsemane. Maybe he wondered what
caused Jesus to choose a person like him in the first place.
But Jesus did not choose the disciples for what they could do for Him; He chose them for what
He could do for them. When Jesus asked Philip about feeding the 5,000 in the wilderness, He
did it to strengthen Philip’s faith. “He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do”
(Joh. 6:6). And when Philip wanted more evidence of Jesus’ connection to the Father, Jesus
taught the disciples that they already had everything they needed.
He said, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. If you
had known Me, you would have known My Father also…. Do you not believe that I am in the Father and
the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own authority, but the Father who
dwells in Me does His works.” Everything Jesus said and did, He received from His Father. God
the Father and God the Son worked perfectly together. One was not before or after the other;
one was not greater or less than the other (Athanasian Creed).
This is the God who loves you. His love for you is seen most clearly in the cross. When Jesus
told His disciples, “Let not your hearts be troubled,” He said it because of what He was about to
accomplish. He was going to the cross to pay for their sins. He was going to pay for their sins of
doubt and fear, and for their sins of wanting more when they already had everything in Him.
In the disciples, we see ourselves. We see our own weaknesses and fears. We see our own doubt
and discontentment. We feel like we need more from God than what He has given us, even
though we already have more than we can comprehend. It sounds foolish to hear Philip say,
“Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” Jesus is God incarnate! The disciples had seen
Him heal the sick, cast out demons, raise the dead! What more did they need to see?
But we are no better. We have the living Word of God breathed out by the Holy Spirit—a Word
that has brought us out of death to life, that has given us tremendous comfort and hope and
strength, that has given us clear purpose and confidence for living out our life in the world. We
know everything that Jesus did for our salvation. We have the clear eyewitness accounts of
those who saw what He did.
And yet we think the Word is not enough. We are quick to become impatient when God does
not answer our prayers as fast as we want or the way we want. We don’t trust Him to give us
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our daily bread as He has promised, and we put more stock in our work, our efforts. God’s
Word is life, but we would rather pursue the things of this world that will all be forgotten, that
will all pass away.
That’s why we needed Jesus to go to the cross in obedience to His Father. We needed Him to
take the scourging and mockery and death that we deserved. We couldn’t pay the price for our
sins, but He could. He did. And then He rose again to assure us that we have a place in heaven.
We have a place there not because we earned it, not because we have proved ourselves worthy.
We have a place in heaven because God is merciful. Jesus made our sin His own and has given
His righteousness to us.
He is “the way, and the truth, and the life.” He is the Way to the Father because of His death and
resurrection. He is the Truth because He spoke by the authority of His Father and carried out all
things that His Father gave Him to do. He is the Life because death could not hold Him; He was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father. “No one comes to the Father except through [Him],”
which is to say that all who trust in Jesus are children of God the Father.
You are a child of God. He cares for you and provides for you like a shepherd tends his sheep.
Your sinful weakness and stubbornness have not caused Him to reject you. As He patiently
guided and instructed the twelve disciples, so He guides and instructs you. As He strengthened
and comforted them through His Word, so He strengthens and comforts you. As He fed them
with His holy Sacraments, so He feeds you.
Do You Have Enough in Jesus? Yes, and more than enough. He prepares a table before you in
the presence of your enemies; He anoints your head with oil; your cup overflows. Surely
goodness and mercy will follow you all the days of your life, and you will dwell in the house of
the LORD forever (Psa. 23:5-6).
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, forevermore. Amen.
+ + +
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