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The Seventh Sunday of Easter – Vicar Anderson sermon 
John 15:26–16:4 “Jesus Sends You the Greatest Helper.”  
May 29, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Dear Lord and Master, You promised to send the good Spirit and You have kept your promise. 
He is the Helper, the Comforter and the Consoler. Let us recognize His voice in all difficulties so 
we can be as calm and bold as is only possible in the Holy Spirit. He is the Spirit of Truth. Let 
Him show us the whole truth, the truth about ourselves, the truth about You and all You have 
done for us. Let Him witness to us all so that our hearts are convinced, our conscience 
convicted, and we trust in His help above all others. Amen. (Adapted from To Live With Christ 
Devotional, pg. 330) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the fifteenth and sixteenth chapters of the Gospel according to St. 
John. We read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who 
proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. And you also will bear 
witness, because you have been with me from the beginning. “I have said all these things to you 
to keep you from falling away. They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is 
coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. And they will do these 
things because they have not known the Father, nor me. But I have said these things to you, that 
when their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you. “I did not say these things to 
you from the beginning, because I was with you. 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Most of us can think of a time when someone helped us, perhaps even at a time when we felt 
we needed it most. It might have been someone lending a hand to help bring in your groceries 
or offering an arm to help you cross the street or out of a chair. There are also times when 
people rally together after a natural disaster hits their community, such as a tornado or 
hurricane. Or instances where a person goes missing and people come together in a joint effort 
to search for them. We saw this call to action in our country after the attacks on 9/11 and we see 
it throughout history when nation attacks nation in War.  
 
In our text today Jesus warned the disciples of a different kind of warfare, telling them that their 
lives were going to get harder. He said He would have to leave the disciples and when He goes 
people were going to hate them and even try to do them harm. The warfare they were about to 
face would be both physical and spiritual.  
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Jesus was going to die a brutal death on Good Friday at the hands of the Jews and then on 
Sunday He would rise from the dead. For the next forty days on earth, Jesus would appear to 
His disciples at least nine times. 
 
At the end of these forty days Jesus visibly ascended in body before His disciples to the right 
hand of power, ruling over His kingdom for all eternity. Lifting off the ground and rising up 
high above the disciples, He would disappear behind the clouds never to be seen again until He 
returns on the last day.   
 
The disciples would try and remember the words of their Lord. They would remember that 
their lives are going to become worse and now, it appears, as if Jesus leaves them alone to face 
this persecution. But, Jesus taught His disciples and us that His departure is also good for them. 
He said to them, “Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if 
I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send Him to you. (John 16:7) 
Jesus clearly tells them they will need a helper and that they will receive one from Him.  
 
Just as Jesus faced opposition and persecution in His life now His followers will face the same. 
On their own the disciples would not be able to withstand the hardships ahead of them, and 
Jesus knew this. Jesus promised to send His helper to equip the disciples with the tools to 
proclaim this truth, first around Jerusalem and then to the ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8) It is why 
he gave them, and us, the Holy Spirit. 
 
At first it appears like this ‘helper’ Jesus speaks of isn’t all that helpful. Jesus warns, “Indeed, 
the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God.” (John 16:2) 
The Spirit of truth coming at Pentecost is offensive to the world because He comes to bear 
witness to the truth of Jesus Christ. (John 16:13)  
 
It is becoming more and more prevalent in our society to look for help and comfort in the things 
of this world rather than in God’s Word. This isn’t surprising considering we rely so heavily on 
what we can see, feel, touch and smell for our comfort. Lately I’ve been hearing people use the 
statement, ‘as long as they feel better, that’s all that matters.’ Is receiving help based on lies and 
uncertainty good for us and really all that matters? Should we really promote “feeling better” 
based on lies and deception?  
 
There are plenty of things that could make us feel better for a time, but are ultimately terrible 
for us. They may bring us temporary physical relief, but can they bring comfort to our soul? 
Every day people turn to vices, addictions, habits and pleasures to help the hurt and pain they 
are feeling inside. But, all of these do tremendous damage to their soul and God warns us to 
stay away from them for our own good.  
 
These poisonous thoughts and beliefs are everywhere and Jesus’ Words are a warning to us as 
much as they were for His disciples. Being told you are a sinner is hard to hear and many 
people, even so called Christians, don’t want to hear it. Those who refuse to hear the truth will 
claim you are intolerant and closed-minded if you try to point towards their sin and speak the 
truth in love.  
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These are who Jesus refers to when He said, they will think they are doing service to God; when 
they cast you out and make up their own truth claiming it’s for God’s Kingdom. (John 16:2) You 
can’t predict what you will face in your life, but you can be certain that affliction and 
persecution will come.  
 
We too can find ourselves deceived by this way of thinking. When we are in need of help, do 
we always look to Jesus and His Word first? Many times we look for help and comfort apart 
from Him, wanting something to make us feel good, wanting something to numb the bad 
feelings we have. St. Paul urges us, to “watch out for these deceptive human philosophies of the 
world that are not according to Christ.” (Colossians 2:8) The devil and this world are always 
trying to entice you away from the truth by their deceptive teachings.  
 
Thankfully the Holy Spirit has worked repentance in our heart through the Law and worked 
faith in our heart through the Gospel. He has shown us the truth about ourselves and the truth 
about our Savior. Jesus said, “but the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, He will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” 
(John 14:26) He reminds us that all of this is found in the words Jesus said. In His Word the 
Holy Spirit comes to us and helps us. In His Word that He bears witness to Christ and to the 
truth of all that He has done for us.  
 
In the same way the Father sent Jesus purely as a gift so also is the helper sent by His Son. He is 
sent to pierce our ugly cold hearts and to turn them into beautiful warm hearts. The Spirit of 
truth does not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He speaks.  (John 16:13) This 
is the truth the Holy Spirit taught the disciples and what He still teaches you today.  
 
This is what He helps you to remember, especially when you are deeply burdened by your sins 
and failures. (John 16:4) He comforts you by coming to you through His Word and Sacraments 
and declaring only what He has been given to declare. He proceeds from the Father and the 
Son. He brings the gifts of the Father, which were obtained for you by the Son.  
 
The help the world offers usually makes you feel good inside, but that is not always the case for 
the Holy Spirit. You’ll hear our opponents ask, ‘if you can’t feel Him how do you know He is 
there?’ You know He is here because He bears witness to the truth grounded in Jesus, the Son of 
God. Wherever God’s Word is taught in truth and purity, there is the Holy Spirit.  
 
Emotions are deceptive; they are good and bad, feeling high one day and low the next even 
moment to moment. Feeling good isn’t always what we need and this is why our helper doesn’t 
promise to make us feel good. Jesus came to first and foremost address your heart and soul. The 
physical hurt and pain of this life matters to Him, but the cleansing of your soul matters far 
more. He came to take away your sin in order to hand you salvation and this goes deeper than 
feelings and emotions.  
 
Jesus Sends You the Greatest Helper. He is the greatest helper because He bears witness about 
Jesus the Son of God who came to save you! He sends the Holy Spirit to speak about Him, not 
to make you feel warm and fuzzy inside, but instead to shape you and refine you through the 
means of God’s grace. He uses the visible means of bread and wine to bring the invisible 
forgiveness, mercy and life found only in Jesus given and shed body and blood.  
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He brings you the true body and blood of your Lord even though you can’t see them. He uses 
earthly elements to bring you heavenly gifts and blessings. Though not always seen or felt, the 
forgiveness and redemption won by Jesus is truly bestowed on each of you through the power 
of the Holy Spirit and this is far greater than feeling good because God’s promises are certain 
and are never deceiving.  
 
The Holy Spirit is your helper; He picks you up and puts the strength of His power in you even 
as you feel like you can’t do it. He helps you depend on Jesus and His Word alone. Jesus said all 
of these things to you to keep you from falling away and it is with the help of the Holy Spirit 
that you can persevere. (John 16:1) He gives you the strength to speak up against false doctrine 
and motivates you to speak about the hope you have in Christ Jesus.  
 
He is at work in you throughout your life. Working through your hardships and trials always 
turning you back to Jesus for your comfort. The process isn’t always pleasant and at times it is 
very hard, but through hardship the Holy Spirit is making you wiser, stronger, courageous and 
more humble always relying on Jesus.  
 
The forgiveness won by Jesus Christ and brought you by the Holy Spirit forgives you of all the 
times you looked for help in other things and the things of this world. Jesus’ life and death 
brought to you by the Helper is the greatest help there is. It isn’t a false hope that only makes 
you feel better for a little while it is a true hope that makes you feel better forever. He has come 
to bring comfort and relief for the burdens of your soul. Your soul rests in the truth that God 
sees you cleansed in the blood of Jesus.  
 
The Helper brings the free gifts of heaven to earth, from our precious Savior to us unworthy 
sinners. He was sent by Jesus to bring you righteousness and salvation. He brings you 
everything you need for this life and for the life to come in heaven.  
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 
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