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Easter 6 – Vicar Anderson sermon 
John 16:23–30 “In Jesus’ Name You Have Direct Access to the Father.”   
May 21/22, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord God, heavenly Father, through Your Son You have promised us that whatever we ask in 
His name You will give us: We beseech You, keep us in Your Word, and grant us Your Holy 
Spirit, that He may govern us according to Your will; protect us from the power of the devil and 
defend us from all danger. Grant us Your blessing and peace, that we may in all things perceive 
Your merciful help, and both now and forever praise and glorify You as our gracious Father, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one true God, now and forever. Amen. (Adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, Collect 
73) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the sixteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
[Jesus said:] In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask 
of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. 24 Until now you have asked nothing in my 
name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 25 “I have said these things to you in 
figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures of speech 
but will tell you plainly about the Father. 26 In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not 
say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; 27 for the Father himself loves you, because 
you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father and 
have come into the world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.” 29 His 
disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech! 30 Now we 
know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe 
that you came from God.” 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Jesus’ name, you have access to the Father, receiving from Him everything for your good, 
dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Do we always know what is best for us? Or maybe a better question is whether or not, we ask 
for things that are good for us. It’s easy for us to sit back and determine what would be best for 
our neighbor, a family, or our children. But, when it comes to our own needs we often struggle 
to know what to ask for.   
 
In our text this morning Jesus is speaking about prayer. Prayer is often hard for us to define 
because it’s not something that comes easy to us. We make endless excuses, struggling to find 
the right words, the right time and place, or the right things to ask for. We think, ‘God already 
knows what I need why should I have to ask Him?’ Sure, God does already know what we 
need, but He also commands us to pray to Him.  
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On one occasion the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, because like us they too 
struggled to find the right words. (Luke 11:1–4) So Jesus taught them how to pray and we pray 
those same words often in what we call the Lord’s Prayer. In the Lord’s Prayer Jesus has taught 
us the perfect prayer, because His prayer incorporates everything we could possibly say or ask 
for.   
 
We of course on our own have no right to ask God the Father for anything. We have sinned 
countless times against Him and His holy Law. We have thought things and done things 
contrary to what He commands and what He determines is good for us. We have rebelled 
against Him more times then we can count.  
 
We become lazy and forget to pray, or we flat out neglect it. He has given us a tremendous gift 
in which we can speak to our Creator and instead of cherishing it we take it for granted. 
Sometimes we become so conceited and self-centered that we think God should have to listen to 
us. We start bossing God around as if He somehow owes us something. We forget that He is the 
sovereign almighty God who poor miserable sinners should have no right to approach.    
 
God is the giver of all things; we are the recipients of His goodness and mercy. He gives us 
everything for our good, but so often we take it and make it no good for us at all. The world and 
devil try to convince us that God doesn’t hear sinful human beings. They will use our sin as a 
weapon and try to show us that God has no time for us. They will point out, especially when we 
are suffering, that it appears God isn’t listening to us and say, ‘see I told you so.’  
 
But that isn’t true at all. By God’s grace what once stood against us has been removed from our 
record. God came down to earth to rescue mankind from his sinfulness and eternal death. Jesus 
was the only man who was holy and righteous in God’s sight and He went to the cross to die 
for man’s wickedness. There, on the cross, Jesus won life eternal righteousness and salvation for 
all people.  
 
So in Jesus’ name means that Christ has fulfilled all that was needed for our redemption. It is 
who He is and His very being and reputation. He is true God and true man and He lived 
perfectly for all, died innocently for all and rose from the dead declaring all people forgiven. 
Jesus gained access to the Father by living a perfect life under the Law of God. We now speak to 
the Father in prayer because His Son has opened the door of communication to all who believe 
in Him. In Jesus’ name you have direct access to the Father. 
 
We can boldly approach God in prayer. We pray with complete confidence that we are justified 
by Christ’s blood and that through faith in Him we have peace with God, and access to the 
thrown of grace. Jesus bore our sins on the cross and made us acceptable to our Father in 
heaven. He earned for us the right to pray, not because we deserved it, but because He loves us.  
 
When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them how to pray He taught them to pray directly to 
the Father. Jesus said, “In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will 
ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and 
have believed that I came from God.” You believe in Jesus and therefore His Father is your 
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Father. We pray in response to our Father’s gracious promises to us, yet, still in our weakness of 
the flesh, we struggle to ask for things.  
 
When you can’t think of what to pray for or how to pray, in love God assists you. St. Paul 
writes, “Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as 
we ought, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.” (Romans 
8:26–27)  
 
The Holy Spirit speaks the words you are too weak to mutter. He intercedes for you when you 
are in the depths of sorrow and sin and He brings your requests to the Father. The Holy Spirit 
helps you His saints speak a wise request when you would make a poor one. You can pray as 
little children do; perhaps a little foolishly, immaturely, always imperfectly, and still be 
encompassed by your Father’s love and mercy. 
 
You pray to the Father, in the Son, through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit works through 
God’s Word and Sacraments to strengthen your faith and enable you to pray and in the Son 
your requests go directly to the Father.  
 
You are forgiven for the times you neglect prayer and try to depend on yourself. Jesus’ death 
paid for the times you thought God owed you something. He forgives your laziness and 
excuses for not praying. In Jesus’ name God is patient with you and He does not abandon you. 
He continues to bless you and answer your prayers even when you fail.  
 
Jesus said, “Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he 
asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who 
ask him! (Matthew 7:9–11) 
 
Jesus teaches us and shows us how our gracious Father provides for all we need for this body 
and life. Unlike us, who are imperfect, He provides perfectly for our every need, even when we 
do not know what to ask for. Jesus said, Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the 
Father in my name, He will give it to you. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 
(John 16:23–24) 
 
In Jesus’ name you have a genuine joy; a joy that is full and complete. You live as a redeemed 
child of God in a joy of sins forgiven, in a peace with God and in true fellowship with one 
another. God the Father knows what is best for you and always gives what is best for you. He 
knows what you need and He delivers on it.  
 
You are Jesus’ brothers and sisters and thus brothers and sisters of one another. Prayer is the 
heartbeat of the Christian church, drawing power from the pure promises of God’s Word. We in 
one voice ask our Father in heaven and He is always ready to give us more than we can even 
ask or think. (Ephesians 3:20–21) Not because we have earned it, or that He owes it to us, but 
because He has promised to do so for Jesus’ sake.  
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You hear God’s promises in His Word and respond in prayer. You proclaim His love and trust 
in the promises God fulfilled through His Son. In Jesus’ name you have direct access to the 
Father, and your joy is always full. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


