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The Fifth Sunday of Easter & Saude Confirmation – Pr. Faugstad sermon 
St. John 16:5-15: “The Mission to Rescue You Has Succeeded.” 
May 14/15, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord God, heavenly Father, through Your Son You promised us Your Holy Spirit, that He 
should convince the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment: We beseech You, enlighten 
our hearts, that we may confess our sins, through faith in Christ obtain everlasting 
righteousness, and in all our trials and temptations retain this consolation: that Christ is Lord 
over the devil and death and all things, and that He will graciously deliver us out of all our 
afflictions, and make us forever partakers of eternal salvation; through the same, Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now 
and forever. Amen. (Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 156) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the sixteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
[Jesus said:] “But now I am going to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are 
You going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 
Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, 
the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send Him to you. And when He comes, He 
will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because 
they do not believe in Me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see 
Me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. / “I still have 
many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, He 
will guide you into all the truth, for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He 
hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify Me, 
for He will take what is Mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is Mine; therefore I 
said that He will take what is Mine and declare it to you.” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who brought the light of life into this dark world, who became our sin so that 
we might become the righteousness of God, who has called us to be His disciples and set us free 
by the truth of His Word, dear fellow redeemed [and especially you, Ethan, Reese, and Marit on 
your Confirmation Day]: 
 
What Jesus said in today’s reading was difficult for the disciples to understand. It was difficult 
for them because Jesus was speaking about things that would happen in the future. How could 
it ever be good for Jesus to “go away”? How could that be to their “advantage”? Hearing Jesus’ 
words filled their hearts with sorrow. 
 
It has the opposite effect on us. Jesus’ words fill us with joy because we know what He 
accomplished. We know what happened after He talked with His disciples. Jesus gave Himself 
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over that night to those who opposed Him, and by the next morning He let Himself be nailed to 
a Roman cross. This was for our redemption! It was to purchase and win us from our sins by 
suffering and dying in our place. And then on the third day—Easter Sunday—He rose from the 
dead. 
 
He appeared to His disciples many times over the next forty days and then ascended into 
heaven. Ten days after that, He poured out the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. It was to the disciples’ 
advantage that Jesus go away because this would signal that His work to save sinners was 
complete. Only after His work was complete would “the Helper”—the Holy Spirit—come to 
apply His saving work to sinners. 
 
So the work of God the Holy Spirit is based on the work of God the Son, which is based on the 
work of God the Father. God the Father sent His only-begotten Son to redeem the world. God’s 
Son perfectly fulfilled the work His Father gave Him to do. And God the Holy Spirit dispenses 
the benefits of Jesus’ work to you today. 
 
But not all people acknowledge the work of God’s Son to save sinners. In fact none of us by 
nature recognizes or appreciates what Jesus did on our behalf. This is why the Holy Spirit must 
“convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment.” 
 
The Holy Spirit “will convict the world concerning sin,” says Jesus, “because they do not believe in 
Me.” The chief sin in God the Father’s eyes is not believing in the Son He has sent, not believing 
that He did what so many eyewitnesses report that He did. God promised to send His Son to 
save the world and kept His promise. Jesus carried out the work His Father gave Him to do and 
then returned in glory to His Father. 
 
But the world and sometimes our own hearts say, “No big deal. I’m fine on my own without 
religion, without church, without God. I’ll live by my own code. I’ll make my own decisions.” 
This self-centered approach is why “Black Friday” gets far more attention than “Good Friday”; 
why the family get-togethers and egg hunts of Easter are more special than the resurrection of 
Jesus from the dead. 
 
But what do our things get us? Pleasure and enjoyment… until these precious things break. 
What does self-made spirituality get us? Nothing but uncertainty, emptiness, and ongoing guilt. 
What do our best efforts result in? Maybe praise from the world for a time, but no matter how 
much we accomplish, death still comes. The Holy Spirit through the Law shows us how empty 
our pursuits and plans are without Jesus. He is the only one who can save us and give our life 
true purpose. 
 
The Holy Spirit also convicts the world “concerning righteousness.” In other words, the Holy 
Spirit points out the lack of righteousness among us. This is hard for us to accept. In general, we 
like to think of ourselves as “good” people. We work hard at our jobs. We are loyal to our 
family and friends. We help others out. But if we set our righteousness next to Jesus’ 
righteousness, we see how different they are. 
 
We might work hard at our jobs, but what about the times we took it easy when the boss wasn’t 
looking? What about the little things we snitched because we figured we deserved some extra 
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benefits? We love our family and friends, but what about when we resented our responsibilities 
toward them? What about when we became angry and bitter and didn’t want to serve them 
anymore, brooding over how little they do for us? We do help others out sometimes, but how 
often have we walked away from neighbors in need? 
 
Jesus did none of that. He perfectly served, perfectly loved, and perfectly helped His neighbors. 
When the disciples could no longer see Jesus’ perfect actions toward others, the Holy Spirit 
reminded them what Jesus had done and said. You and I have not lived as we should, but Jesus 
lived a perfect life for us. 
 
The Holy Spirit convicts the world “concerning judgment.” By living for ourselves and not Jesus, 
by trusting ourselves and not Jesus, we are really tying ourselves to the devil. Jesus refers to 
him as “the ruler of this world,” but he is a powerless ruler. He “is judged.” He has lost. To be in 
his camp is to have no hope. Jesus defeated him. He took away any claim the devil had on our 
soul. All his accusations are washed away in the blood of Jesus. 
 
It is clear that the Holy Spirit has done this convicting work in your heart because just a little bit 
ago, you confessed your sin and unrighteousness. You admitted that you are by nature sinful 
and unclean, and that you have sinned against God by thought, word, and deed. You know that 
you deserve to be judged along with the devil. 
 
But the Holy Spirit has done more than convict you of your sin. He has guided you into “all the 
truth.” He has brought you to faith in Jesus who was without sin, who lived a life of perfect 
righteousness, who triumphed over the ruler of this world. Jesus said that the Holy Spirit 
would take what is His, which Jesus received from His Father, and would declare it to you. He 
would reveal what Jesus’ coming meant for the world and for every sinner in it. 
 
He revealed this to you personally at your Baptism. [Ethan, you were baptized on October 7, 
Reese on April 13, Marit on May 18.] On your Baptism day, the Holy Spirit guided you into all 
truth. He washed you clean from your sins. He covered you in the righteousness of Jesus. He 
caused you to be reborn and to walk in new life. He sealed you in an everlasting covenant with 
God, in which God put His own powerful name on you. “You are my child,” He says, “with 
whom I am well pleased!” 
 
God the Father is well pleased with you because you believe in His Son. You trust that Jesus 
fulfilled the holy Law for you. You trust that He paid the penalty on the cross for all your sins. 
You trust that He conquered your death by rising from the dead on the third day. You have not 
believed these things by your own power or choice. The Holy Spirit has brought you this faith 
through the Word of God. 
 
That is also how He keeps you in the faith. We can’t help but think of Confirmation in the 
church sort of like we do Graduation. It is the culmination of a lot of work, a recognition that a 
standard has been reached, a stepping into a new chapter of life. But Graduation does not mean 
you have learned everything there is to know. If you have been taught well, you realize better 
than before how little you actually do know. 
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I hope I have taught this year’s Catechism students well enough so that they know how little 
they actually know. If their faith is not constantly strengthened and rooted more deeply in Jesus 
through His Word and Sacraments as they go on in life, they will lose their faith. And if they 
lose their faith, they will lose the eternal benefits of their Baptism. 
 
The Holy Spirit works through the Word. Jesus said, “He will guide you into all the truth, for He 
will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak.” What the Holy Spirit 
heard, He delivered through the pens of the evangelists and apostles who recorded the inspired 
Word of God. You have this Word. It is working in you even now. God’s Word is a living Word 
that never returns to Him void (Isa. 55:11). 
 
That is why “the ruler of this world” does his utmost to pull you away from the Word. He does 
the opposite of what the Holy Spirit does. The Holy Spirit convicts you of your sin; the devil 
tells you that whatever you choose to do is fine. The Holy Spirit convicts you of your lack of 
righteousness; the devil teaches you to trust your impulses and follow your heart. The Holy 
Spirit warns you of judgment if you deny Jesus; the devil says there is nothing to worry about, 
so live it up in the world! 
 
You must stand strong against the devil’s tricks and lies, and you can by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. He works faithfulness and courage in you every time you receive the holy gifts of God in 
the means of grace. [Ethan, Reese, and Marit, you know the great importance of God’s Word 
and Sacraments, and we are excited to have you join us today to receive the holy body and 
blood of our Savior and King. We pray that you continue to come to the Lord’s house to receive 
His gifts, so that you will be strengthened and kept in the true faith.] 
 
You and I need the forgiveness, righteousness, and salvation that Jesus won for us. We can’t live 
without them. And those things are what the Holy Spirit declares to us. Those are the things 
that Jesus told His disciples would come, which He then secured by His death and resurrection. 
The Holy Spirit verifies through the Word that The Mission to Rescue You Has Succeeded. 
 
God rescued you from the darkness of the devil’s kingdom by baptizing you into His holy name 
and applying to you the holy work of Jesus. And He still “guides you into all the truth”—not just 
up to your Confirmation Day but as long as He gives you here, until you join Him in the glories 
of heaven. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


