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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O Christ, our hope, our hearts’ desire, 
Redemption’s only spring! 
Creator of the world art Thou, 
Its Savior and its King, 
Its Savior and its King. 
 
O Christ, be Thou our present joy, 
Our future great reward; 
Our only glory may it be 
To glory in the Lord, 
To glory in the Lord! Amen. 
(Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary #397, vv. 1 & 5) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who is worthy to be praised by all creatures in heaven and on earth, dear fellow 
redeemed: 
 
“How do you like me now?” The student considered the “least likely to succeed” might say that 
as he points to his accomplishments at his ten-year class reunion. The athlete might say it after 
redeeming his bad performance by hitting the game-winning shot. “How do you like me now?” 
 
More than anyone, Jesus could have gloated over His opponents, and the day of His ascension 
would have been an obvious time to do this. Jesus could have walked to the temple courtyard 
in full view of the religious leaders and the people. And as they rushed forward to take hold of 
Him again, He could have split open the clouds of heaven to reveal the brilliant glory of His 
kingdom. Then He could have lifted off the ground with a smile on His face, while the crowd 
stood watching in dumb-founded awe. The ultimate “How do you like me now?” moment! 
 
But Jesus didn’t have to put on a show. He had done exactly what He set out to do and what He 
promised to do. Nothing had happened that He didn’t expect to happen. Nothing had surprised 
Him. The devil and demons, the world and its rulers, sin and death had fiercely attacked Him. 
And all of them failed. They thought they had Him on the cross, but nobody took His life. He 
laid it down, and He took it up again (Joh. 10:18). He rose from the dead on the third day, and 
there wasn’t anything that anybody could do about it. 
 
Jesus’ ascension was the crowning moment of His work of salvation. Having done everything 
His Father gave Him to do, He now returned to the right hand of His Father to reign over all 
things. This was cause for celebration, and all heaven joined in. The book of Revelation 
describes the arrival of a Lamb in heaven looking “as though it had been slain” (5:6)—but there He 
stood, alive and well. And the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders and thousands 
upon thousands of angels bowed before Him and worshiped Him. “Worthy is the Lamb who was 
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slain,” they shouted. “To receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and 
blessing!” (v. 12, NKJV). 
 
The psalm for today calls all of us to join our voices in this great song: 
 

1 Oh, clap your hands, all you peoples! Shout to God with the voice of triumph! 
2 For the LORD Most High is awesome; He is a great King over all the earth. 
3 He will subdue the peoples under us, And the nations under our feet. 
4 He will choose our inheritance for us, The excellence of Jacob whom He loves. 

 
These verses make it clear that nothing can stand in Jesus’ way. “He is a great King over all the 
earth.” Like little bugs on the sidewalk, so are the nations beneath Jesus. They can’t stop Him or 
even slow Him down. The inspired psalm called it more than 1,000 years before Jesus did it: 
“Sit at My right hand,” said the Father to His Son, “Till I make Your enemies Your footstool” (Psa. 
110:1). Now His Father set Him “far above all principality and power and might and dominion…. And 
He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church” (Eph. 1:21,22). 
 
That is good news for you, because if your King wins the victory, you win the victory. If your 
King reigns, you reign. You are part of the King’s entourage. What He has, you have. Where He 
goes, you go. His authority is your authority. St. Paul writes that our merciful God “made us 
alive together with Christ… and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:5,6). We reign with Jesus! 
 
But unlike much of the world—and a good many Christians—we do not believe that our 
honored status has anything to do with our own efforts. God called us to be His own “even when 
we were dead in trespasses” (Eph. 2:5). We are not blessed because we are better than others. We 
are not rewarded because of how hard we have tried. Everything we have from God is a gift. It 
is not deserved. It is not earned. It is not even chosen. “For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast” (vv. 8-9). 
 
We do not boast in ourselves; we boast in God. He gives all that we need for salvation. It is His 
work that we praise. It is His glory that we shout, as the psalmist says: 
 

5 God has gone up with a shout, The LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! 
7 For God is the King of all the earth; Sing praises with understanding. 

 
Picture a king returning from a fierce battle in which he destroyed his powerful enemy. He 
walks through the great hall wearing a rich robe, a golden, gem-covered crown set firmly on his 
head, a scepter in his hand, making his way toward his majestic throne. People on either side 
shout and cry out in triumph. The volume rises the closer he gets to his throne. The sound is 
deafening. He turns and faces them. The people are filled with joy. “Our king has conquered! 
He reigns over all!” 
 
A true hero doesn’t have to sing his own praises. The people he saved will gladly do it for him. 
We Sing the Praises of Our King. He humbly gave Himself up to suffering and death to save 
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us. And even now He is seated at the right hand of the Father to serve us. No greater king has 
ever lived, and He still lives! This is what the last verses of the psalm describe: 
 

8 God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne. 
9 The princes of the people have gathered together, The people of the God of Abraham. For 
the shields of the earth belong to God; He is greatly exalted. 

 
What does Jesus our King do from His holy throne? He gives gifts. Shortly before His ascension, 
Jesus told His disciples, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you” (Mat. 28:18-20). 
 
What Jesus does with His authority is gather more people for His kingdom. You’d think He 
might look for the strongest and the best. But that is not His focus at all. “Those who are well have 
no need of a physician, but those who are sick,” He said. “I did not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners, to repentance” (Mat. 9:12,13). Jesus lives and reigns on high for you, to call you to be His 
own, live under Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, 
and blessedness (Explanation to the Second Article). 
 
Jesus wants you to have peace in His forgiveness, to rest in His victory, to live in the hope of 
heaven. Not only does He wish it, He gives it. He is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty. And God’s right hand is wherever God is, which is everywhere. That means Jesus 
reigns at His Father’s right hand everywhere, including here in this place. 
 
This is not really a fit place for our King—no place on earth is. But He comes here. He comes 
with salvation for you. He enters your heart through His Word and dwells there. He even gives 
you His holy body and blood to pour down your throat for your forgiveness and strengthening. 
He comes to assure you that you do have a place in His kingdom, not because of what you have 
done, but because of everything He has done for you. 
 
And so we join all believers who have gone before us, all who are now with us, and all who will 
come after us in singing the praises of our King. Jesus is the “the LORD Most High.” He is “the 
King of all the earth.” “He is greatly exalted.” And in the same way that the disciples saw Him go 
up into heaven, we will see Him come again (Act. 1:11). Then “every knee shall bow… and every 
tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phi. 2:10,11). Amen. 
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