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Palm Sunday – Pr. Faugstad sermon 
St. Matthew 21:1-9: “What Kind of King Do You Want?” 
April 10, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord God heavenly Father, we give You hearty thanks that for us poor sinners You ordained 
and sent Your Son as a righteous King and Savior to redeem Your people from sins, from the 
power of the devil, and from eternal death. And we most heartily ask You to enlighten and 
govern us by Your Holy Spirit that we may ever know and confess Christ to be our King and 
Savior and, firmly trusting in Him alone, receive eternal life through Him, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. (Meditations on the Gospels, p. 605) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the twenty-first chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
We read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then 
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to Me. If anyone 
says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” / 
This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, “Say to the Daughter of Zion, 
‘Behold, your King is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast 
of burden.’” / The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey 
and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and He sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And 
the crowds that went before Him and that followed Him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, whose kingdom is in this world but not of it, and who reigns and extends His 
reign through His powerful means of grace, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
About a year before Palm Sunday, Jesus produced food for 5,000 men in the Galilean wilderness 
from five barley loaves and two fish. When that happened, the people plotted to “take him by 
force to make him king” (Joh. 6:15). So Jesus withdrew from them. He certainly was a king but not 
the kind they wanted. 
 
Now He came under His own will through the gates of Jerusalem, and “king fever” again ran 
through the crowds. “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they cried. “Blessed is the King who comes in 
the name of the Lord!” (Luk. 19:38). “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” (Mar. 11:10). 
“Blessed is… the King of Israel!” (Joh. 12:13). There is no doubt that word got back to the Roman 
governor Pontius Pilate about this. Tensions were already high among the Romans with so 
many Jews coming to Jerusalem for the Passover. The last thing they wanted to hear about was 
some Jewish “king” getting the crowds stirred up. 
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Jesus could have entered Jerusalem much more quietly than this. But He chose to enter as a 
king. The people were right that Jesus had descended from King David. And like David’s son 
Solomon (1Ki. 1:38), Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. The people thought how wonderful 
it would be if Jesus were to lead them to victory over the Romans, so they would have their 
own kingdom again. They were making the same mistake the people of Israel had made 1,000 
years earlier. They wanted an earthly king who would bring them earthly glory (1Sa. 8:6). 
 
But they already had a king. It wasn’t Herod. It wasn’t Caesar. It was the LORD God. Jesus did 
not have to take the throne in Jerusalem to become their king. He already reigned over all 
things. So why not make this clear to the crowds? Why not give them a transfiguration glimpse 
of His glory like He had Peter, James, and John? Why not fly through the sky from the Mount of 
Olives to Jerusalem to prove that He was the Messiah and no mere mortal? 
 
Today’s Epistle lesson tells us why. The apostle Paul wrote by inspiration that Jesus “made 
Himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 
human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross” 
(Phi. 2:7-8). That is not the typical behavior of a king. What king or supreme ruler can you think 
of who humbles himself? Some are humbled because a superior force overwhelms them and 
forces them to submit. Jesus—the Lord of all and perfect King—humbled Himself. He came to 
serve His people and to save them. 
 
But is that the kind of king you want? By the time Jesus went to the cross, it didn’t seem like He 
had many on His side. The Galilean women followed Him to Calvary and wept for Him, but all 
His disciples deserted Him with only John returning to stand by His cross. History is full of 
promising leaders who died before they had a chance to really shine. The two disciples walking 
to Emmaus on Easter Sunday said about Jesus that “we had hoped that he was the one to redeem 
Israel” (Luk. 24:21). But He had died, they said. It seemed obvious that His mission had failed. 
 
We watch with sadness today the battle of “kings” playing out on the world stage. One king 
with a large kingdom wants to overtake a neighboring king who seems desperately 
overmatched. Other kings watch from the sidelines—not wanting to enter into war but wanting 
to keep the economy and interests of their own countries stable. Will there be a way to bring 
about peace through negotiations? Will the bully king prevail? 
 
Everyone has an opinion about how the leader of our country should approach this difficult 
situation. Some think he is doing a good job. Others want to see a change in command. All of us 
put too much confidence in earthly rulers. The psalmist says, “Put not your trust in princes, in a 
son of man, in whom there is no salvation. When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; on that very 
day his plans perish” (Psa. 146:2-3). 
 
It seemed that Jesus’ plans had perished. He came into Jerusalem on Sunday with such promise. 
The people were excited. “Wonderful things are about to happen!” they thought. But by Friday, 
Jesus was hanging on a Roman cross with a sign displayed above Him which said, “The King of 
the Jews.” It was a mockery. It was a warning from the Romans to the Jews. And it was a true 
statement. Jesus was the King of the Jews. He reigned over them as their God from eternity, and 
He was one of them born from the womb of the Jewish virgin, Mary. 



 3 

 
He was their King, and now He was dead. That must mean He was not the strongest king. It 
wasn’t even the Roman Caesar who ordered His crucifixion—it was one of many Roman 
governors who presided over the Roman territories. This is the Man Jesus whom you now 
confess as your Lord. Are you putting your trust in a weak king? What king really matters 
anymore if he dies? And what can a dead king do for us here and now? 
 
That is how the world sees Jesus. They think that we follow the word of a man who died about 
2,000 years ago. Unbelievers can list hundreds of people today who should matter more to us 
than Jesus. Jesus is not here to help make the world a better place. He is not a living champion 
for the cause of peace. He is long gone, and His teachings should be too. That’s what the world 
thinks. 
 
The world couldn’t be more wrong. Jesus is a King unlike any other. Yes, He died, but He let 
that happen. “I lay down my life that I may take it up again,” He said. “No one takes it from me, but I 
lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again” 
(Joh. 10:17-18). Those aren’t the words of a weak king. They are bold words—words that it 
would seem impossible to back up. Who could possibly “lay down” his life and “take it up 
again”? Who could die and rise again? 
 
The King of kings and Lord of lords can do this. God can do this. Jesus went to the cross in great 
anguish, experiencing eternal pain and suffering. The cup of God’s wrath against sin was 
exceedingly bitter, and Jesus drank it to the bottom. But He knew the cross would not finish 
Him off. He didn’t have His sights set on the governor chair of Pilate or the shaky throne of 
Herod. He came to attack and overwhelm our greatest enemy. He came to conquer death itself, 
and the devil who brought death into the world (Heb. 2:14). 
 
That’s the kind of King you have. Jesus is a King whom no power of the world can stand up to. 
He is a King who reigns in perfect righteousness and justice. He is a King who works peace in 
the hearts of the violent and the troubled. He is a King who is alive and well, present and active 
among His subjects, constantly bringing more into His kingdom. 
 
Is that the kind of King you want? Or would you rather have a king who brings earthly glory? 
Maybe you would rather have a king who delivers cheaper food and lower gas prices, one who 
makes the other rulers of the world bow down and show their respect. Is Jesus only the King of 
His Church? Does He only seem to matter in your life on Sunday mornings? Is His power 
limited just to this time and place? 
 
Dear fellow redeemed, you who were bathed in the cleansing waters of Baptism, washed in the 
holy blood of Jesus, covered in His perfection, who now reign with Him by faith, whose prayers 
reach even to the throne of the mighty God—do not let the devil and the world deceive you! 
Jesus rode into Jerusalem to destroy everything that sinful man puts his trust in. All the things 
of this world are dust and vapor. The powerful rulers of the past are rotting in their graves. 
 
But not Jesus. Jesus lives and reigns on high. The message of “Christ crucified” is foolishness to 
the world. Who wants a weak King who is nailed to a cross? Who wants a King who dies in 
utter shame? The world will despise this Gospel until the end of time. But “the foolishness of God 
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is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” Jesus Christ is “the power of God 
and the wisdom of God” (1Co. 1:23-25). 
 
He brings His everlasting power and wisdom into your life through the powerful Gospel. Your 
King comes to you through the Word declared from the altar and pulpit. Your King comes to 
you through His Holy Supper. He comes to bless you and continue His gracious rule in your 
heart. You welcome Him here with praise in the same words sung by the crowds outside 
Jerusalem, words they learned from the inspired Psalm (118:25-26): “Blessed is He who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 
 
Jesus is not the king the world wants, but He is the King that every sinner needs. He came 
down from His exalted throne to save our fallen race (ELH 127, v. 2). He died to break you free 
from the dungeons of the dark prince of this world. He died to win the complete forgiveness of 
your sins. He died to destroy death from the inside out, so that you would have life 
forevermore. 
 
Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday for you. He is the King of the Jews, and He is your 
King too. This King deserves your best honor and your highest devotion. He humbled Himself 
and died to save you, and now He lives and reigns on high to serve you. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


