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Lent 5 – Vicar Anderson sermon  
John 8:46–59 “Truly, Truly, You Will Never See Death”  
April 6, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

 
Heavenly Father, thank you for sending and glorifying Your Son Jesus. The One who is truth 
and who speaks only truth through His gracious Word. We humbly ask that you continue to 
reveal Yourself to us through Your Word and make us cherish Your truth all the days of our 
life. Help us to never forsake Your truth and to ever hold fast the hope we have through Your 
Son our Lord. Who freely laid down His life for us on the cross so that we would never have to 
see death and could live with You for all eternity in heaven. Amen.  
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the eighth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 47 Whoever 
is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of 
God.” 48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have 
a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor 
me. 50 Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Truly, 
truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52 The Jews said to him, 
“Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If 
anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, 
who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54 Jesus answered, “If 
I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is 
our God.’ 55 But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I 
would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56 Your father 
Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57 So the Jews said to 
him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to 
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59 So they picked up stones to 
throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who gave up His life on the cross to give you eternal life, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Maybe you can remember a time in your childhood when your Mother or Father left the house 
and put you or a sibling in charge? It’s a difficult job and comes with great responsibility and 
quite a few annoyances.  
 
You now had to listen to your big sister or brother, or you were the one in charge, enforcing the 
rules and instructions of your parents. The sibling in charge received instructions from mom 
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and dad and shared those instructions with the younger ones. These were in a sense the laws 
because they were given directly from parental authority.  
 
But a problem exists; the younger sibling didn’t want to listen. Even when they knew it was the 
truth they still made up every excuse in the book to ignore it. “Leave me alone I’ll get to it 
later.” “You’re crazy there is no way mom and dad said that.” “Who do you think you are, you 
aren’t mom and dad and you can’t tell me what to do!” Not only is this dishonoring an older 
sibling it dishonors the parents because the instructions come straight from their authority.  
 
The authority God sent for all of us, was likewise questioned. Jesus acted on behalf of His 
Father. He brought them the truth of God’s Word directly from His Father in heaven. But the 
Jews wouldn’t listen and made excuses for their defiance. They claimed Jesus couldn’t be who 
He said He was. They said, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a 
demon?” (John 8:48) 
 
This is what often happens when we are confronted with the truth; if it doesn’t agree with us 
we only want to fight against it. If the truth doesn’t convict our heart and cut deep enough to 
where we are humbled, it will lead to a hardened heart that only denies the truth. Of course not 
all Jews rejected Jesus but the ones in our text surely were. With every Word of truth that came 
out of His mouth they only became more calloused towards it. 
 
In a sense, Jesus is confronting His defiant and sinful younger siblings; who blatantly denied 
the truth until they exploded in anger and hatred. They wanted salvation without Jesus and 
wanted to know God apart from Christ. In doing so, they repressed the truth of His Word, 
which is this, that having or knowing God apart from Christ can only mean eternal destruction.  
 
After speaking Law Jesus once again offers the sweet truth of the Gospel and said, “if anyone 
keeps my Word they will never see death.” But this only convinced them more that He had a 
demon. They said, “Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets 
died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” (John 8:53)  
 
It was clear they wouldn’t hear Jesus; it was clear they had rejected Him and the Truth He 
spoke. Jesus gave them warning and encouragement and still they picked up stones with the 
intent to kill Him. They claimed that by being sons of Abraham in the flesh they knew who their 
Father was. Jesus said to them, “But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I 
do not know him, I would be a liar like you” (John 8:55).  
 
Jesus shows that a person does not automatically know God the Father; righteousness is not a 
right we are born into or something we can earn. This arrogant thinking causes us to look for 
God and His truth apart from who and what He has given us. We think, ‘The Word is great and 
all, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are neat, but we want to know that Jesus is proud of us and 
want to feel loved by Him.’ We search and look for it apart from His Word. Maybe we think we 
have found it when peers and our superiors praise us and tell us how well we are doing? 
 
Or maybe it’s when we feel happy and our emotions have never been more positive. Or when 
we’ve been working really hard and now things are going well for us; then we know we are in 
His good favor.  
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We forget God isn’t like us. He doesn’t value us based upon how likeable we are or how 
generous and good we have been. This is what weak and fallen humans do. We turn ourselves 
into the judge and make others judge over us. We try to earn people’s favor and we only like 
those we consider likeable. We can’t love like God does; it’s not something humans can do by 
nature. If God valued us by how likeable we were or how good we have been we would be of 
no value to Him. But, we still think we can be good enough and God will recognize it, or at the 
very least make up for the sins we have done. This is a complete denial of the truth.  
 
When we deny the truth and only want to pick and choose what truth is then we are bound in 
slavery to our sin. Then what was supposed to free us from our bondage only binds us further. 
It causes us to grasp at straws and make absurd and false claims to justify our sin. When we do 
this we dishonor the Word, we dishonor Christ and therefore dishonor His Father. We lose the 
knowledge of the Father the true and only judge (John 8:50) and when His gavel falls He will 
give the due penalty for sin, which is eternal death.  
 
Like those who relied on their human ancestry with Abraham for a good standing with God, 
many today believe their own works earn redemption. But God’s Word, which is truth and life, 
tells us that only through faith in Christ is His righteousness granted to us. (Romans 4:3) It was 
granted to Abraham the same way (Gen 15:6) Jesus said, “Your father Abraham rejoiced that he 
would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” (John 8:56) He saw this by trusting in someone 
else’s work, someone far greater than he was and we are. That someone is Jesus.  
 
The same God who made Himself known to Abraham through His Word also made Himself 
known to us by the power of His Word. Jesus didn’t need God the Father to reveal Himself to 
Him like we do, instead Jesus revealed and made His Father known to the disciples and to all 
believers. We can only know God the Father through His Son.  
 
Jesus said to Thomas, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now 
on you do know him and have seen him.” (John 14:6–7) Being fully God and fully man Jesus is 
the perfect human and the only one capable of keeping the entire letter of the Law. He is the 
perfect older and younger sibling. He perfectly declared the truth of God’s authority and He 
also perfectly listened and fulfilled everything God had set before Him.  
 
He honored the Father and His Father glorified Him. (John 8:54) He is truly the offspring 
promised through Abraham; the One in whom the whole world would be blessed and 
redeemed. (Genesis 12:1–3) Only the work of Christ can redeem us, which culminated in the 
shedding of His blood on the cross. Jesus was judged by His Father in heaven and declared 
guilty for all our sins. Jesus lived the life we couldn’t and died the death we deserved. Your 
judgment rests on the shoulders of your Savior and them alone. Judgment fell on Him so now 
no judgment falls on you.  
 
Christ our High Priest offered His body and blood as a sacrifice for your sin. He is the true 
sacrifice provided by God alone and what all Old Testament sacrifices pointed to. The sacrifice 
that redeemed all lost and condemned creatures, who purchased and won them from all sin 
from death and the power of the devil. (SC, Meaning to Second Article)  
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The Lamb of God spilt His holy blood on the cross to cleanse your soul from all guilt. He paid 
the wages of sin. St. Paul writes, “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23) Jesus blotted out with His blood the judgment that 
stood against you. He made the payment that wiped away your debt and freely hands you 
eternal life.  
 
In Christ through Baptism you stand cleansed in His blood; purchased and won by His life, 
sacrifice, honor, and glory. The salvation won by his sweat, blood and tears is freely distributed 
to you through His Word and Sacraments. The judge’s gavel has fallen, Jesus was declared 
guilty and you are declared innocent. Jesus willingly walked into the darkness of sin and death 
and you walk freely out of the chains of death into the righteous life won for you. You possess 
His life and His life is eternal. Death has no hold on you!  
 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my Word he will never see death.” (John 8:51) “This 
is the sweetest and most wonderful Gospel-news. Temporal death will have no terrors for you, 
being merely the gate and entrance to eternal life.”(Kretzmann p. 460)  
 
Jesus saw real death; He saw eternal death (John 8:51) Instead of death you see Jesus and His 
Word; you know and trust in His works instead of your own. The Lord of all the living 
overcame death and hands you eternal life. Truly, truly, you will never see death; to die is gain 
for you. (John 8:51) (Philippians 1:21) 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 
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