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Heavenly Father, free us from the world’s dead faith, which receives Your grace in vain. And
free us from the doubting thoughts of our unbelieving heart, which do not fully and completely
let You rule over us with the truth of life. Give us the true faith, O give us the true, living faith,
which builds simply on Your Word, receives Your grace, confesses Your name, and makes the
soul confident in life and death. Amen. (Adapted from Laache Book of Family Prayer)
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.)
The sermon text for today is taken from the twentieth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We read
selected verses in Jesus’ name:
24 Now

Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So
the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his
hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand
into his side, I will never believe.” 26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but
believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have
believed.”
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17)
In Christ Jesus, who rose from the dead on Easter morning and speaks His peace to you today,
dear fellow redeemed:
Fear, uncertainty and sorrow caused the disciples to run and hide on that first Easter evening.
They feared the consequences for following Jesus, a man despised and innocently slain by the
world, and were afraid to speak of what had happened. Confused and disappointed they
locked themselves in a room and out of the sight of others.
In the eyes of these men all appeared to be lost, the One whom they put their trust and hope in
was now dead and they did not yet fully understand the significance of this. Had Jesus
deceived them about why He had come? Had they been following a fraud this whole time; was
anything He said the truth?
Jesus wasn’t a fraud or a liar and, though they did not yet know this, He was no longer dead!
He had risen from the dead; He had triumphed o’er the grave!

Thomas was absent from the locked room when Jesus first appeared to the other disciples. We
don’t know exactly why, but we might assume it had something to do with his stubbornness
and unbelief. The rest of the disciples had seen Jesus that first Sunday night and sometime
between Easter night and the next Sunday they shared their joy with Thomas. They said to him,
“we have seen the Lord” (John 20:25) but he wouldn’t believe.
He said, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of
the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” (John 20:25) The words and
truth of the other disciples were not good enough for Thomas; it had to be Thomas’ eyes and his
own hands that would determine whether Christ was truly alive.
Thomas was close to losing faith. In stubbornness, and perhaps hopelessness, he refused to
believe the words of the other disciples who had seen Jesus with their own eyes. He demanded
that Christ show him the proof. Not only had Thomas forgotten Jesus’ word he had built up a
wall against it, a wall of stubbornness and pride.
Jesus had never lied to His disciples before and He hadn’t done so now. Jesus told them directly
what would happen; that they would all run away and be scattered and that He would rise
from the dead on the third day. He also said He would go ahead of them into Galilee where He
would meet them. (Mark 14:27–28) But because they were consumed in doubt and uncertainty
they didn’t remember His words.
We often make the mistake of thinking, ‘had we just seen Jesus after His resurrection believing
in His resurrection would be so much easier.’ But would it really have made it any easier? Our
mind, body and our reasoning can’t comprehend the resurrection, even if we saw it with our
eyes! Wouldn’t we be, as the disciples were, skeptical as to if and how this happened?
All of His disciples doubted that Jesus would rise again from the dead. Some still doubted even
after they saw Him alive. (Matthew 28:17) Doubt is weak and wavering faith, it is the opposite
of belief. Doubt opposes faith and fights against it. It puts our reasoning over trust and puts
hope in our own abilities rather than in God’s hands.
We doubt whenever we stop trusting Jesus’ word and instead trust our own judgment. We
doubt when we start thinking that our plans are better than His; That His way is wrong and our
way is right. When God doesn’t do things according to our plans we selfishly and ignorantly
accuse Jesus of making the mistake. We falsely accuse our perfect God of letting us down. We
determine He’s not credible or dependable anymore so we decide to follow our own plans even
more.
Jesus didn’t acknowledge Thomas’ doubt immediately. Instead, He allowed him to dwell in it
for about a week. Jesus knew exactly what Thomas wanted from him. He had heard Thomas’
words when he doubted His resurrection and would soon address it. Jesus permitted this time
so that Thomas might come to recognize his stubborn sinfulness and repent of his unbelief.
When we doubt Jesus He sometimes lets us dwell in it for a time. He chastens us out of love.
This is why we feel burdened by shame and guilt when we doubt Him. We know we shouldn’t
doubt Him but life can get difficult. Sometimes the world, the devil and our sinful flesh are so

overwhelming that we begin to think Jesus has let us down. But these are lies only the devil and
the world would have you believe.
Jesus has not let you down; He is calling you back to Himself. He desires that you seek Him
where He promises to answer you and He urges you to quit looking inward at yourself and
instead look to Him. He comes to you just as He did His disciples to comfort you and to lift you
out of your doubt.
Eight days after Jesus first appeared to the Twelve, His disciples again met inside the same
locked room. This time Thomas was with them and Jesus came and stood among them. We
don’t know exactly how this occurred, but Jesus truly stood among them in His glorified body.
Jesus wasn’t limited by space and didn’t need to pass through the door or be snuck in by
someone. Jesus could pass through any structure He wanted. With Judas no longer a part of the
Twelve, only eleven men would have been in the room. It would’ve been startling to notice a
twelfth man in the room who wasn’t there before.
Jesus again speaks, “Peace be with you” to all of them. “Then He said to Thomas, ‘Put your
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not
disbelieve, but believe.’” (John 20:26–27) Jesus addressed Thomas’ exact hesitation and
uncertainty; Jesus had heard him and answered him.
Our Lord is so gracious and patient even with doubters. Jesus doesn’t shame us for our weak
faith or doubt, instead He comes directly to us in His word and says, “do not disbelieve, but
believe” (John 20:27). Jesus loves and cares about us so much. He doesn’t want us to lose our
faith. He hears our questions and concerns and He meets them, He calms our fear and
strengthens our soul. He brings us the peace the world cannot give (John 14:27) and forgives
our sins of doubt.
St. Paul writes on the certainty of the resurrection, “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith
is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have
perished. If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. For as
by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all
die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.” (1 Corinthians 15:17–19, 21–22)
Jesus walked out of the tomb on Easter morning to bring life eternal to all who believe in Him.
He has made all believers alive through His resurrection. Jesus met the disciples’ fear and
uncertainty with His words, “Peace be with you.” (John 20:19) He stood among them and
brought the peace He secured by His death and resurrection. With His words Jesus offered
peace because He alone is peace. (Philippians 4:6) His words accomplished exactly what He
said.
He does the same for you. He meets your fear and uncertainty with His peace. Peace He brings
to you in His Word and Sacrament. The undeserved love of God is poured out upon you
through these means of grace. You receive the peace between God and man, the forgiveness of
sins secured by Jesus, which removes all your guilt and makes you holy and innocent in God’s
eyes. He speaks His word of peace and we recognize Him as our Savior just as Jesus spoke His

word to Thomas and he exclaimed, “my Lord and my God.” (John 20:28) Jesus spoke His word
to Thomas and all of his doubt vanished.
You also know Jesus by His voice. Jesus said, “Blessed are those that have not seen and yet
believe.” (John 20:29) You who have not yet laid your eyes on Jesus are blessed because you see
by faith and not by sight. As we heard in our Epistle lesson today, Jesus Christ is the testimony
of God.
He testifies through His Word by the Holy Spirit and through His Sacraments, by the water in
baptism and by the blood in the Lord’s Supper. In Word and Sacrament Jesus speaks peace to
your doubting hearts. The Holy Spirit works through these to bring you the peace of God found
only in His Son. “Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself.” (1 John 5
10a)
St. John writes, “And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.” (1
John 5:9–10, 11–12) Jesus points us to something far more sure than our own reasoning and
senses, He points us to His word, which is life.
Through it He never gives up on us, Jesus knows the weaknesses of our faith and He comes to
aid and strengthen it. When we doubt Him He doesn’t condemn us or discard us, instead He
treats us with love and safekeeping by bringing us His peace. He comes to us and feeds us His
life giving Word and body and says, ‘don’t doubt dear one, but believe.’ (John 20:27)
He meets your doubt with the assurance found in His word. He knows the difficulties you have
believing in Him and knows your deepest fears. He hears your cries and answers them, He
knows your need for guidance and He leads the way. Jesus stands among you to strengthen
your faith and speaks His peace to soothe all the trials and troubles you face in life. He is always
with you and promises to never leave you or forsake you. (Matthew 28:20)
Hear His words of peace spoken through the Apostle Peter, “Though you have not seen Him,
you love Him. Though you do not now see Him, you believe in Him and rejoice with joy that is
inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your
souls” (1 Peter 1:8–9).
Jesus is Risen! He is with you now in this very sanctuary bringing you His peace. Though you
cannot see Him with your eyes, by faith you obtain the salvation of your souls. On the last day
when your body is raised and glorified you too will see Him in your flesh, your eyes will
behold Him and not another. (Job 19:26) You are truly blessed indeed!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, forevermore. Amen.
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