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The Fourth Sunday in Lent – Pr. Faugstad sermon 
St. John 6:1-15: “You Are as Rich as Jesus.” 
March 27, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, You are the bread of life, and have promised that whoever 
comes to You shall never hunger: Grant us faith truly to partake of You through Word and 
Sacrament, that we may find refreshment of spirit and be strengthened for Your service; who 
lives and reigns with the Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and forever. 
Amen. (Parish Prayers, ed. Frank Colquhoun, p. 60) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the sixth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 
And a large crowd was following Him, because they saw the signs that He was doing on the 
sick. Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat down with His disciples. Now the 
Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. Lifting up His eyes, then, and seeing that a large 
crowd was coming toward Him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these 
people may eat?” He said this to test him, for He Himself knew what He would do. / Philip 
answered Him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a 
little.” One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, “There is a boy here 
who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” / Jesus said, “Have 
the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five 
thousand in number. Jesus then took the loaves, and when He had given thanks, He distributed 
them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. / And when they had 
eaten their fill, He told His disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be 
lost.” So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley 
loaves left by those who had eaten. When the people saw the sign that He had done, they said, 
“This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” / Perceiving then that they were 
about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain 
by Himself. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who spreads a table in the wilderness of this world and presents a rich feast to 
sustain and strengthen us, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
It happens sometimes that we get so caught up in what we are doing that we lose track of time. 
We might be so focused that we even forget to eat or drink. It seems like this is what happened 
with Jesus and the crowds that followed Him. They followed Him right into a wilderness area 
near the Sea of Galilee. They were watching Him perform miracle after miracle as He healed the 
sick, and they were listening closely to what He said. But the shadows started to lengthen as the 
sun dropped lower in the sky. 
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Jesus didn’t seem to notice that so much time had passed. The evangelists Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke tell us that the twelve disciples approached Jesus and asked Him to send the crowd to the 
surrounding villages and countryside to find food and lodging. The disciples were concerned 
about the situation. “This is a desolate place, and the hour is now late,” they said (Mar. 6:35). I 
imagine the disciples were hungry and tired too—it had been a long day. 
 
Their request of Jesus was reasonable. This was no good place for a crowd of thousands to 
spend the night, and there was no food here for them. It was just common sense that the time 
had come to send the crowds away. Jesus did not agree. “You give them something to eat,” He said 
(Mar. 6:37, Luk. 9:13). Did Jesus think this was a game? Philip looked at the size of the crowd 
and replied that even a half year’s wages wouldn’t be enough to feed them. Andrew said that 
all they had at hand were five loaves of barley bread and two fish, “but what are they for so 
many?” 
 
Good common sense thinking: the need is too great; our resources are too small. I’ve been there, 
and so have you. We didn’t know how we could possibly pay the bills. We couldn’t see our 
situation ever improving. We only saw trouble ahead. We prayed to our heavenly Father, “Give 
us this day our daily bread,” but we acted as though the problem was entirely in our hands. We 
worried, and we lost sleep, and our stress level rose higher and higher. “I don’t know how to 
get out of this,” we said. “There’s nothing I can do to fix this.” 
 
What we didn’t realize is how close that is to, “Lord, have mercy.” That’s an uncomfortable step 
for us. We like to be in control. Philip would have been glad to say that they had prepared for 
an occasion like this and had plenty of provisions with them for the crowd. But the sun kept 
dropping lower, and Jesus had dropped an impossible task in their laps. The disciples were 
getting upset. Jesus was being unreasonable. Couldn’t He see what they were seeing? 
 
He saw it alright, but He was not worried in the least. John shares the secret that Jesus had done 
this for a test, “for He Himself knew what He would do.” Jesus always knows what He will do. He 
is God. Nothing surprises Him. He clearly sees all the difficult situations we face, and He knows 
the best response for each one. That should teach us to put our trust in Him, because we can’t 
see the way out. We can’t fix every problem. Like the disciples, we see the magnitude of the 
issue. We see our lack of resources. But we so often forget to see Him. 
 
Jesus had a perfect lesson planned for them and for us. He took that tiny amount of food—five 
loaves and two fish—, gave thanks, and handed them to the disciples to distribute to the people. 
What He started with was about enough food for the twelve disciples to have a light meal. 
What He ended with was twelve full baskets of fragments left over after the crowd of thousands 
had eaten their fill. The disciples thought that Jesus wasn’t seeing the problem. Now He could 
say to them, “Do you see what I have done? Do you see how much is left over? Do you see why 
you had no reason to worry?” 
 
Do you see, dear friends in Christ, why you have no reason to worry? I know that all of you face 
problems in your life, difficult things that you don’t know how to fix. Life in this world is not 
perfect. There will always be trouble. But all of you had food to eat this morning if you wanted 
it. All of you have clothes to wear. All of you have a place to live. You don’t have everything 
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you want, but God has richly provided all that you have. And when you look back at the 
toughest times in your life, you can see how God provided for you even then, and how He 
carried you out of that trouble. 
 
Your God, the true God, loves you. He has compassion on you. In His love, God the Father sent 
His Son to join the human race and make our troubles His trouble. He came not only to take 
these things from us, but to give to us in return. He came to give us His life of perfect love 
toward God and neighbor. He came to give us His holiness and joy and peace. He came to give 
us His cleansing blood to wash away all our sins. He came to be a perfect sacrifice, so that 
eternal life and heaven would be ours. 
 
Jesus joined us here in the wilderness of this world where we had nothing good going. Our 
needs were too great; our resources were too small. We could not save ourselves. We were sick. 
We were hungry. We were thirsty. And here is Jesus with living water to quench our thirst. 
Here He is with bread of life from heaven to satisfy our hunger. Here He is with medicine of 
immortality to heal us. 
 
“Everyone who drinks of [regular] water will be thirsty again,” said Jesus, “but whoever drinks of the 
water that I will give him will never be thirsty again” (Joh. 4:13-14). “Do not labor for the food that 
perishes,” He told the crowds, “but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will 
give to you…. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live 
forever” (6:27, 51). 
 
Jesus has life for you. He is life. His words are spirit and life (6:63). He sets a table, a rich feast, 
for you here in this wilderness. He speaks His saving Word to you. He gives His holy body and 
blood to you. “Come, everyone who thirsts,” He says, “come to the waters; and he who has no money, 
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price…. Listen diligently to 
me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food” (Isa. 55:1,2). The spiritual gifts that 
Jesus gives to His disciples never go bad. They never spoil or make us sick. They never leave us 
feeling hungry or overfull. You can’t have too much of these blessings. 
 
The gifts that God gives for our earthly needs are not like that. You can have too much of these 
earthly gifts. Expensive beverages are good but not when you drink too much. Delicious food is 
good but not if you consume too much of it. Money is good, but no matter how much you have, 
you think you could always use more. The problem is when we focus on the gift instead of the 
Giver. The same thing happened with the crowd that Jesus so mercifully fed. They came 
looking for Him the next day because they wanted more bread, more bread, more bread. The 
hunger of the flesh can never be satisfied. 
 
Jesus wanted to give them something far better, something far more filling. He wanted to give 
His flesh and blood for their salvation. He wanted them to fill up on His Word. He offers the 
same rich gifts to you. The blessings of His Word and Sacraments never run dry no matter how 
often you hear His Word, no matter how often you partake of His Sacraments. “Abide in my 
word,” He says (Joh. 8:31). “If anyone has ears to hear, let him hear” (Mar. 4:23). “Take, eat… drink of 
this cup. This is My body…. This is My blood… given and shed for you for the remission of sins.” 
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In that Galilean wilderness, Jesus appeared to have nothing, but all things were in His hands. 
He had more than enough to help the needy and fill the hungry. Jesus has enough and more 
than enough for you. He sees your troubles. He knows how you worry. He is here to multiply 
the fragments. He is here to feed you and sustain you. He is here to provide all you need for 
your body and especially all you need for your soul. 
 
In Jesus, you are rich. The world may see you as lowly and poor, possessing nothing that 
matters or will last. But you know the exact opposite is true. “For you know the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might 
become rich” (2Co. 8:9). Because Jesus took your troubles on Himself and suffered and died for 
you, you are rich. You are rich in grace, rich in the love of God, rich with eternal life. Everything 
that Jesus has, He gives to you and keeps giving to you. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 


