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Lent 3 – Vicar Anderson sermon 
Luke 11:14–28 “Jesus Is The Strongest Man Who Divides His Spoil With Us.”  
March 20, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

 
Lord God heavenly Father, We give thanks to You for Your merciful help, and we beseech You 
to attend us with Your grace in all temptations, to preserve us from the evil one, and by Your 
Holy Spirit to keep us in Your Word, that we may obtain eternal salvation; through the same, 
Your beloved Son Jesus Christ. Amen. (Adapted from Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, Collect 45) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the eleventh chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the mute man 
spoke, and the people marveled. 15 But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, 
the prince of demons,” 16 while others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from 
heaven. 17 But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself 
is laid waste, and a divided household falls. 18 And if Satan also is divided against himself, how 
will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 19 And if I cast out 
demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your 
judges. 20 But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has 
come upon you. 21 When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are 
safe; 22 but when one stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor 
in which he trusted and divides his spoil. 23 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever 
does not gather with me scatters. 24 “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes 
through waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from 
which I came.’ 25 And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. 26 Then it goes 
and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last 
state of that person is worse than the first.” 27 As he said these things, a woman in the crowd 
raised her voice and said to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at which 
you nursed!” 28 But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!” 
 
These are Your words heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, the fearless one who fights for you and whose victory is yours, dear fellow 
redeemed: 
 
St. Luke doesn’t tell us who meets Jesus with opposition in our text but we learn from Matthew 
and Mark’s gospel that they were Jewish leaders that had come down from Jerusalem. (Mark 
3:22) (Matthew 12:24) These men were seeking to catch Jesus committing an act against Jewish 
Law in order to draw up charges against Him. 
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The Pharisees and scribes here not only accuse Jesus of being a liar they stoop even lower and 
accuse Him of acting with the help of the devil. With anger and hatred in their heart they want 
to stomp out any hope in Him as the Messiah. They attempt to discredit Jesus by accusing Him 
of blasphemy and satanic arts. They were scattering the people Jesus had gathered and were 
leading them astray.  
 
Jesus would not allow this to continue so He presented an argument that discredited the 
Pharisees. His defense raises an important question, if Jesus were acting with Satan why would 
He be casting out Satan’s helpers? Wouldn’t this mean that Satan was divided against himself? 
Jesus shows how absurd this would be, not even the devil would be so foolish as to suggest it. 
The Pharisees claimed to be with God, but here we see that they were truly against Him.  
 
We, too, are faced with those who oppose the truth of Christ and His kingdom. The devil 
frequently and ferociously pursues us, attempting at all costs to steal us away from Christ. He is 
strong and disguises himself well in this world. He captures souls and they, without knowing 
it, carry out his work, advancing his pathetic little kingdom here on earth. 
  
Do you think the Pharisees thought they belonged to the kingdom of Satan? Of course not. They 
claimed they knew better than anyone else the way to be saved. False teachers and preachers 
have always existed and the devil uses them to lead people astray. We can only recognize these 
wolves in sheep’s clothing by the words they preach. (Matthew 7:15) If it doesn’t match God’s 
Word than Christ says, “whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather 
with me scatters.” (Luke 11:23) 
 
Many people say they are with Christ when they really aren’t. They are straddling the fence and 
have one foot in and one foot out. These people follow Jesus and His Word only as far it agrees 
with them. They mistakenly think that by staying in the middle they remain on firm footing as 
members of Christ’s kingdom. Kidding themselves they think they stand with Christ when in 
fact they are divided against Him and every kingdom or household like this cannot stand. 
(Luke 11:17) Tragically their faith is imaginary, and they are, in the end, traveling the bitter road 
to hell.   
 
It can be easy to exclude ourselves from being like the Pharisees, but at times we are guilty of 
acting like them. We know the Ten Commandments and in our eyes we think we’ve done a 
pretty adequate job of keeping them. We ignorantly think we are stronger than Satan, the strong 
man in Jesus’ parable. We rely on our own strength, which leads to pride, complacency and 
foolishness. We fudge the Law, taking this and leaving that, making it fit to our liking. Then we 
pat ourselves on the back and think we are doing pretty well.  
 
If we trust in our own strength and ability or say, ‘thanks Jesus for getting me to this point but 
I’ll take it from here,’ we will be caught on the field of battle in the middle of no-mans-land. No-
mans-land is a place no man wants to be with bullets whizzing by our heads, caught between 
our allies and our enemies’ bunker.  
 
From the rear the accusing bullets of God’s holy Law hit us in the back, showing us how we 
have failed to be perfect and from the front we are hit in the chest by the devil and the world’s 
lies, which praise our feeble efforts and tell us how great we are doing, even as we bleed to 
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death. If we find ourselves in no-mans-land we are as good as dead and may readily find 
ourselves in the enemies’ bunker surrounded by eternal danger, death and misery.   
 
To think we have any part in accomplishing our salvation is not only foolishness it is 
unfaithfulness. Did we create our beating heart, our skin or our bones? Who breathed life into 
us and into all mankind? Only God’s hand was over our conception, birth and life. He knew 
from eternity when you would live your life and when He would bring you to faith by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Our work has no role in our salvation, just as it had no role in the 
creation of our life.  
 
You can’t defeat the devil by your own power and worldly potions or magic won’t help you 
subdue him. In the book of Acts we hear what happens to the Jewish exorcists who attempted 
to cast out a demon in Jesus’ name, they said, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul 
proclaims.  But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I recognize, but who are 
you?” And the man in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of them and 
overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. (Acts 19:13b, 15–16)  
 
Only the Lord has the power to free us from the devil’s kingdom. Jesus said, “When a strong 
man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; but when one stronger than he 
attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his 
spoil.” (Luke 11:21–22) You need someone stronger than you, someone stronger than the strong 
man. 
 
Jesus is the strongest man who overcame the strong man. But the weapon He always uses is the 
finger of God, which is the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word. This is the same weapon 
Moses used to bring the plagues upon the people of Egypt. After Pharaoh’s magicians failed to 
duplicate these plagues they said, “‘this is the finger of God.’” (Exodus 8:19)  
 
By the flick of God’s finger Satan’s lies are revealed and His true motives come to light. By one 
little Word He is exposed and brought to shame. (ELH Hymnary, 250 v. 3) It strikes down the 
devil’s lies and shows us the truth. “With the power of His Word the Lord cast out the evil 
spirits of the devil, and with His Word He also drives him out of human hearts. When His 
Word, which is spirit and life, abides in you, then the spirit of lies and death cannot abide in 
you.” (Laache Book of Family Prayer)  

Jesus, our courageous champion, advanced the whole way for you in this war. He went through 
no-mans-land reached our enemies’ bunker of hell and conquered him. He has taken our enemy 
and made Him nothing. He destroyed Satan by entering into the darkness of hell on the cross 
and came out the victor.  

Jesus took away everything the devil and his servants put their trust in. He took sin away by 
living life perfectly. He took death away by dying and rising to life again on the third day. He 
took lies away by never lying and defended Himself against Satan’s temptation with the truth 
of God’s Word. He took darkness away by stepping into hell for us and He took fear away by 
His fearless strength. 
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Though the devil continues to nip at our heels we have nothing to fear because Christ, our 
mighty defender, has taken the devil by the throat, thrown him down, and squished his puny 
head. His evil tyranny is over and he is insignificant and powerless. He and his followers have 
no power over you. But how can we be so certain? 
 
The assurance is found in the Word of God where nothing is uncertain. What Jesus won for you 
is served here; the spoils of His victory are given in His Word and Sacraments. Here is where 
life, forgiveness and eternal salvation are distributed to you. This is where you hear the truth of 
His Word and learn the power that it holds. His Word holds the devil at bay and keeps him 
from tearing us out of our Lord’s hand.  

At your Baptism, the finger of God drowned your sinful flesh with Christ into death and raised 
you out of the water to new life with Him by His resurrection. (Romans 6:3–4) You are no 
longer a steward of the devil and a part of this world; you are a righteous child of God and a 
new creation.  

You have been transferred out of darkness into the light of Jesus where you hear God’s Word 
and recognize it as truth. (Colossians 1:13–14) Jesus’ righteousness dwells in you and over you 
and this is why you cherish His Words. His Words say to you, I love you; I died for you, and by 
my death the devil is powerless. I have baptized you into my victory and righteousness and you 
belong to me, the devil has nothing to say against you.  

You have what Jesus’ Word says, and His Word shall bless you and keep you from falling back 
into the enemy’s power. Jesus is the strongest man who fights for you like a mighty warrior. His 
victory is yours.   

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


