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The Second Sunday in Lent – Pr. Faugstad sermon 
St. Matthew 15:21-28: “Jesus Loves to Say Yes.” 
March 13, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Jesus, our Savior divine, how can we ever thank You for bringing us to the true and saving 
faith! Help us never to doubt but firmly to believe, no matter how great our trials or how distant 
Your help may appear. Grant us true humility, asking nothing because of any merit or 
worthiness on our part, but trusting only in Your Word and promise. Whether in joy or sorrow, 
teach us to believe and to say that You have done all things well. Amen. (Meditations on the 
Gospels, p. 301) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the fifteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. We 
read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a 
Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son 
of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” / But He did not answer her a word. 
And His disciples came and begged Him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying out after 
us.” / He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” / But she came 
and knelt before Him, saying, “Lord, help me.” / And He answered, “It is not right to take the 
children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” / She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” / Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your 
faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who gladly hears our prayers even when it seems He is not listening and 
mercifully responds to them all, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
When Jesus heard about the gruesome death of John the Baptizer, He “withdrew… to a desolate 
place by himself” (Mat. 14:13). This was another example of the wickedness of the world, which 
would lead to Jesus’ own gory death. So He withdrew to pray and prepare for what was 
coming. But the people always found Jesus, and Jesus always dealt patiently and with 
compassion toward them. It was in that desolate place that Jesus fed the 5,000 men along with 
more women and children. 
 
Instead of humbly thanking Jesus and trusting His will, the people plotted to “take him by force to 
make him king” (Joh. 6:15). So Jesus withdrew again—this time to a mountain by Himself. After 
crossing the Sea of Galilee, He went to Gennesaret where He healed more who were sick. There, 
many of the people rejected Him because they were offended by His teachings, and the 
Pharisees and scribes also ramped up their attacks against Him. Jesus again “withdrew,” and 
He journeyed northwest with His disciples to the district of Tyre and Sidon, a distance of about 
forty miles. 
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When they reached their destination, the evangelist Mark says that Jesus “entered a house and did 
not want anyone to know” (Mar. 7:24). He wanted to rest with His disciples, so they would be 
prepared for more difficult trials to come. But Jesus “could not be hidden” (v. 24). He could not 
find relief even in a Gentile region. 
 
Immediately, a Canaanite woman came to Him and begged Him to heal her daughter who was 
“severely oppressed by a demon.” She didn’t ask meekly. It was nothing like, “I’m sorry to bother 
You, Lord. If it isn’t too much trouble, would you please help us?” No, she cried out, and she 
kept crying out, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David!” And when Jesus didn’t answer her, 
she took her petition to the disciples. Maybe they would listen and speak to Jesus for her. 
 
But the disciples were not in a generous mood. Her cries were so loud and so incessant, that the 
disciples did some begging of their own: “Please Jesus, send her away! We can’t bear this 
crying! Can’t you do something about her?” Now Jesus had noise coming from two places! 
Parents know what this is like, when they get pulled into a dispute between two of their kids 
who are each shouting and pointing their fingers at each other. The same thing can happen at 
work when a boss gets bombarded with multiple issues and complaints at the same time. 
 
What a commotion it was! It was the exact opposite of the solitude and rest which Jesus had 
planned to have. But He didn’t plug His ears, and He didn’t slam the door. He said, “I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” It sounds like the door was closing. But that’s not how 
the woman took it. She knew who Jesus was. She had already called Him the “Son of David.” 
She knew He was a descendant from David’s line. She knew He was a Jew and not a Gentile. 
But she believed that even though He was sent “to the lost sheep of the house of Israel,” that He still 
had the ability, He still had the power, to help Gentiles like her and her daughter. 
 
Jesus didn’t say “no.” You and I might have heard “no” the whole time if we were in this 
woman’s shoes. We might have walked away in anger when Jesus ignored our request. But 
Jesus never said “no,” and the woman never heard “no.” Think again about kids when they are 
begging for something they want. Their parents’ silence doesn’t mean “no.” Even a statement 
that indicates “no” does not mean “no” if “no” isn’t said. To kids, a “we’ll see” is just about as 
good as a “yes.” That’s how eager they are to get what they ask for. 

 
The woman was like that. She believed her request was so righteous, so just, that she expected a 
“yes” from Jesus. And she wasn’t going to stop until she got one. Jesus said, “It is not right to 
take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” It was another put-down, right? Not to this 
woman. It was exactly the answer she was hoping for. The door only seemed to be open a crack, 
but it was open. “Yes, Lord!” she said. “You’re right! Throwing the children’s bread to the dogs is not 
at all proper. The dogs don’t deserve what the children get. But the dogs don’t go hungry. They happily 
lick up the crumbs that fall from the table!” 

 
She believed that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of David. She knew He had healed many who 
were sick and demon-possessed. That’s what made her so bold to come to Him. If He had 
power and compassion to help the Jews, why shouldn’t He have power and compassion to help 
the Gentiles who trusted in Him? She did not believe in an ethnic God. That’s how the pagans 
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operate. The Assyrians said their gods were better than the gods of other nations including the 
Israelites. The Greeks had their gods. The Romans had their gods. 
 
We do not say that our God is better than the Muslims’ god or better than any other people’s 
god. We say that our God is the only God. The Triune God is the true God. “[I]s God the God of 
Jews only?” wrote the apostle Paul. “Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since God 
is one” (Rom. 3:29-30). The one God rules over all the nations, all the peoples, no matter their 
race or language or ethnicity. 
 
The woman believed that this Man standing before her was this God in the flesh. She knew she 
did not deserve His mercy. She did not try to convince Him of her worthiness. She trusted what 
the Scriptures said. She trusted what had been told her about Jesus. She would gladly be called 
a dog by Him and gladly receive the crumbs from His table, because crumbs from the living 
God are more than enough to satisfy a sinner’s hunger. 
 
If we had been in the disciples’ shoes that day, we would have thought this woman was 
tremendously annoying. But hearing about her today, we are in awe. She exhibited the 
unflappable, unyielding faith in Jesus that we all wish we had. We might face a trial that is 
nowhere near as difficult as hers, but we quickly grow impatient and frustrated with God. 
“Aren’t You listening, God? Can’t You see that I am suffering here? I thought You said You 
loved me! Why won’t You fix this?” Instead of pestering God with prayers—which He urges us 
to do (Luk. 18:1-8)—we tuck our tail and crawl away. 
 
We do not shine like that Canaanite woman because we do not trust God’s Word like she did. 
Our faith is weak. We quickly give up on prayer when God doesn’t send an answer as fast as 
we want. If we don’t get mercy right away, then we assume that mercy will not be coming. 
Instead of expecting a “yes” from God until He speaks a clear “no,” we expect the “no.” 
 
And yet He continues to have mercy upon us. We do pray for His mercy each week in church 
and also in our daily lives. We recognize our need for God’s mercy in every part of our life. 
Apart from His mercy, we would have no daily bread. Apart from His mercy, we would not 
have the spiritual food that our souls need. But the Lord does have mercy. 
 
God the Father saw us and the whole world covered in sin, and He still loved us. He mercifully 
sent His only Son to take on our flesh, so that He might “seek and… save the lost” (Luk. 19:10). 
Jesus came to be the Substitute and Sacrifice for “the lost sheep of the house of Israel,” and for the 
Gentile dogs who eagerly wait for crumbs to fall from the Master’s table. 
 
Jesus willingly served us sinners, enduring our weakness, our misbelief, our doubts. He never 
lost patience with us and slammed the door on us. He never turned His back on us and walked 
away. He came to us. He came to make our sin His sin, our suffering His suffering, our grief His 
grief. And in exchange for all of those things, He gave us His righteousness, His peace, His life. 
 
Jesus had mercy upon you; He died to save your soul. And He still has mercy upon you. He 
hears you when you cry out to Him, even when it seems like His back is turned. He has the 
door open, even when it seems like it is closed. He has a “yes” on His lips, even when you 
expect a “no.” 
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Whenever you pray for the things that God has promised, you know what His answer will be. 
“Will You take care of me, Lord? Will You provide what I need? Will You relieve my burdens? 
Will You forgive my wrongs? Will You comfort and strengthen me?” His answer is “Yes!” You 
hear it all through the Divine Service—in the Absolution, the Creed, the Sermon, the Sacrament, 
the Benediction. “Yes, I forgive your sins. Yes, I love you. Yes, I will be merciful. Yes, I will help 
you. Yes, My dear child, I have more than crumbs for you. Here is a feast for you!” 
 
His “yes” to what He has already promised makes you even bolder to pray for what He has not 
promised. You can say to yourself, “If He loves to give and give so generously, then I will pray 
for all of my daily needs, for all of my concerns, and I know that He will have mercy on me.” 
Your prayer does not depend on the result, on what God does with your request. Like the 
Canaanite woman, your prayer depends on God’s Word. What matters the most is knowing 
that your merciful Lord does hear your prayers and will answer them in the best way. 
 
The apostle Paul writes that “all the promises of God find their Yes in [Jesus]” (2Co. 1:20). Jesus 
came on a mercy mission. He said “yes” to our helpless cry for mercy. He said “yes” to our 
salvation. He still says “yes” when we beg Him for mercy. Jesus Loves to Say Yes. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


