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Transfiguration – Vicar Anderson sermon 
Matthew 17:1–9 “Jesus Gives You A Glimpse of Heavenly Glory ”  
February 6, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
 
Heavenly Lord, when shall we see You in Your brightness, You who are the light of all heaven 
and the fullness of all beauty? How long shall we wander in this wilderness before we reach the 
city of Your dwelling and see You as You are? O give us a clear spiritual view of You and a 
sweet foretaste of Your salvation, that we may not grow weary, but faithfully serve You, 
patiently suffer what You lay upon us, and rejoice in hope of Your blessed vision. Amen. 
(Adapted from Laache: Book of Family Prayer) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the 17th chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up 
a high mountain by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like 
the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 3 And behold, there appeared to them Moses and 
Elijah, talking with him. 4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you 
wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He was 
still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud 
said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 6 When the 
disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched 
them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 8 And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one 
but Jesus only. 9 And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell 
no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from the dead.” 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who provides the strength you need to reach the glorious destination of heaven, 
dear fellow redeemed: 
 
When Jesus went off to pray, He sometimes brought His disciples with Him. It was usually 
Simon Peter, James and his brother John who accompanied Him. Theologians have referred to 
these three men as Jesus’ “inner circle.” This is not to say Jesus favored these three over the 
others but there were a few things He only showed them and not the other disciples.  
 
Jesus was transfigured before them and His appearance was altered. They could still recognize 
Jesus, but He shone like the sun and the garments He was wearing became bright white. The 
disciples had seen His glory when He healed and cleansed people but this was a level of glory 
they had never witnessed. The evangelist St. Mark describes it this way, “and his clothes 
became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them.” (Mark 9:3) Rays of 
holiness shone around the disciples, whiter than anything our eyes have ever seen and whiter 
than what I wear this morning.  
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Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will make three tents here, 
one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” (Matt 17:4). It certainly was good for them to 
be there but not in the way Peter was thinking. Peter had His mind on the things of men and 
not of God. (Matt 16:23b) He was hoping that Jesus, Moses and Elijah would stay right there on 
that mountain. Peter didn’t see this as a glimpse of future glories, instead he wanted to capture 
what was right in front of him and hold onto it tightly. This was, after all, the greatest thing he 
had witnessed in his life and he didn’t want to let it go.  
 
Like Peter, we often have our minds on earthly things and not set on things above. (Col. 3:2) We 
all want to hold on to precious moments with parents and grandparents and moments with our 
children. We capture these moments in videos and in pictures and try hard to save them. We 
look to make this life more beautiful and the most enjoyable we can. We take vacations to 
gorgeous destinations and enjoy leisure time with family and friends. We make improvements 
to our homes and responsibly save our money for our children’s futures.  
 
There is nothing wrong with doing these things. It is good to enjoy life, make memories and 
plan for the future. God gave us life and wants us to be good stewards of it. He wants us to 
wisely take care of what He has given us.  
 
We make our church buildings beautiful and radiant, giving our time, talents and money for 
improvements and upkeep. But despite our best efforts the building will continue to deteriorate 
and one day it will no longer be able to stand. Our Lord when describing the last days says, 
“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be 
shaken” (Matthew 24:29). If the stars we see in the sky are going to fall and the very heavens 
will be shaken; can you imagine what will be left of these walls?  
 
God doesn’t want us to fall victim to the world’s tricks forsaking our creator for the created 
riches and pleasures we see around us. The world tells us that the good we have experienced on 
earth is the greatest we’ll ever have it, that this is as good as it gets. How could we not be 
tempted to think that this is glory and bliss?  
 
When we are tempted, we should remember what our Lord has taught us, “Do not lay up for 
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 
steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and 
where thieves do not break in and steal.” (Matt. 6:19–20) The greatest earthly treasures we have 
only disappoint and break our hearts. Money and possessions disappear, loved ones pass away, 
pictures get lost or lose their color and all our days of health are eventually in the distant rear 
view mirror.  
 
The transfiguration occurred about a week after Jesus had told the disciples about His coming 
passion and Peter tried telling Jesus that He would never suffer and die. He says to Jesus, “far 
be it from you Lord, this shall never happen to you.” (Matt 16:22) Peter was brave, and his 
words were genuine, but thankfully he could not prevent Jesus’ death from happening. Jesus 
rebukes Peter, telling him, “get behind me Satan you are a stumbling block to me.” The 
disciples wanted to hang on to Jesus but not in the correct way. They misunderstood Him when 
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He said He must die and rise again. They wanted glory now and their lives to improve now. 
They hoped Jesus would establish an earthly kingdom take the throne and free them from all 
their troubles here.  
 
God the Father reminded these men that Jesus is not an earthly king they can build tents for. He 
said from a bright cloud above them, “this is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; 
listen to Him” (Matt. 17:5). The men fell on their face in terror and Jesus came and touched them 
and said, “rise and have no fear.” (Matt 17:7) Jesus our Savior stands between God the Father 
and us weak humans. He is the mediator who by His death made peace between God and man. 
(1 Tim. 2:5) 
 
Roughly six months after He was transfigured, Jesus went off to pray in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, this time at His lowest point before His death. He prayed, “Father, if you are 
willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” And there 
appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. And being in agony He prayed 
more earnestly; and His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground 
(Luke 22:42–44).” Peter, James and John were again with Him. They had witnessed His glory at 
the transfiguration and were present for His agony and suffering. They would see their Lord 
and teacher taken into custody, led away by soldiers and eventually crucified.  
 
Jesus endured hell on the cross so that you would never have to. His whole life was spent 
redeeming you back from the road you were once on; the road destined for hell. By Jesus’ life 
and death He has shown you the way to heaven. (John 14:6) He lived righteously in your place 
because you failed to and He died for your sin and the sins of the whole world because you 
couldn’t. By His crucifixion and resurrection you have the true glory of Christ secured for you. 
The war with sin, death and the devil is over the victory is won. You are heirs of eternal glory in 
heaven.  
 
When the day comes that the steeples fall and the walls crumble around us know that Jesus 
dwells forever. He has already conquered death and you come to hear the living Word, the 
living Christ preached to you. He makes his dwelling not in earthly objects but in your renewed 
heart. He sustains you through the trials in your life and will carry you to the future glories that 
await you in heaven. Christ has fulfilled the Law and accomplished all that the prophets 
foretold.  
 
He has attained forgiveness for the sins of all people, including your sins of depending on 
earthly things more than Him. Sins of weakness when you’re afraid to let things go in this life 
because you think they’re all you have. His death pays for the times you stubbornly want to 
listen to yourself instead of to His Word. He has paid for the difficult times in life when you 
think only your earthly possessions will help you. Christ has overcome all those sins and the 
hardships you face in this world. (John 16:33)  
 
This forgiveness is brought to you in His Word and Sacrament where you hear who Christ is 
and what He’s done for you. The Gospel is the good news that shows you the way to heaven. 
This is the foretaste of heavenly glory that is yours in Christ Jesus. You hear His Word and 
consume in His flesh and blood and through these Jesus strengthens your heart. His Word and 
body do not decay or fall apart and are where you find everlasting comfort and joy. (1 Peter 
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1:25) Jesus is the greatest hope you have and He is your sure foundation. He is the rock of the 
church, holding up these walls by the power of His Word. He is “the Christ the Son of the living 
God” and that confession is what everything rests upon. (Matt 16:16)  
 
On account of all that Jesus has done, when He calls your body from the grave on the last day 
you will shine like the beaming sun. Then you will see your savior face to face and will be 
transfigured like Him in radiant immortality forever. (1 Corinthians 15:51–57) The glory that 
Moses and Elijah are enjoying is the same being enjoyed by Peter, James and John and it is the 
same heavenly glory that awaits you and me.  
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


