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Sexagesima – Vicar Anderson sermon 
Luke 8:4–15 “Can You Hear God’s Word Today?”  
February 20, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

 
Heavenly Father, We thank you that through Your son Jesus Christ You have sown Your holy 
Word among us: We pray that You will prepare our hearts by Your Holy Spirit, that we may 
diligently and reverently hear Your Word, keep it in good hearts, and bring forth fruit with 
patience; and that we may by Your power flee all sin and in all times of testing comfort 
ourselves with Your grace and continual help; through Your beloved Son Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen (Adapted 
from The Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, pg. 151) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the eighth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to him, he said 
in a parable, 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path 
and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6 And some fell on the rock, 
and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. 8 And some fell into good soil and grew and 
yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him 
hear.” 9 And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10 he said, “To you it has 
been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, 
so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ 11 Now the parable is 
this: The seed is the word of God. 12 The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the 
devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be 
saved. 13 And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. 
But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. 14 And as for 
what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are 
choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. 15 As for 
that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good 
heart, and bear fruit with patience. 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who sows His Word among us, penetrating hearts and creating faith, dear 
fellow redeemed: 
 
Can you hear me? Can you hear me? Is that better? Good. Everyone here is dependent on their 
hearing. If you come to church and can’t hear anything being shared, what good would it do to 
come? This is why pastors try to project their voices as best they can when leading the Divine 
Service and while preaching. 
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A dear woman once shared with me that at large group functions, she would turn down her 
hearing aids or even sometimes resort to shutting them off. She said when her hearing aid was 
on; the voices would all blend together into a loud buzz in her ear. Since she couldn’t 
understand anything being said anyways she turned them off. What a headache this must have 
been for her. If a message has no value and isn’t worth hearing, people will tune it out to 
preserve energy possibly their sanity or countless other reasons.  
 
In our text today, Jesus shares a parable that teaches how the Word of God comes to us. He 
compares God’s Word to a sower who sows seed. The sower is God and the seed is His Word. 
This seed goes everywhere and covers all parts of the field. God sows His field, the whole 
world, with His Word hoping to produce a great yield. “As Jesus said these things, He called 
out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear’” (Luke 8:8b). Almost as if He is saying, “Hear the 
important words I say, you don’t want to tune me out.” The ear on its own cannot help but hear 
that is what it was created to do; the only thing we can do is turn them off.  
 
He says His Word falls on the path where it is trampled underfoot and ignored. Then the devil 
comes and steals it away from their heart, like birds relentlessly dive-bombing, pecking and 
devouring it. He describes how seeds fall upon the rocks that received at first with joy but later 
in times of testing they wither and fall away because their roots are weak and have no moisture. 
Some fell among thorns and as it grew up the thorns choked it out. Those thorns are the cares 
and worries of this world. Finally He describes how seed lands in soil which grasps it with an 
honest heart and bears fruit in patience. (Luke 8:12–15) It’s important for us to understand that 
the descriptions of soil in Jesus’ parable are not different people, but rather they are the spiritual 
conditions of the heart upon hearing His Word.  
 
Jesus quotes the words of Isaiah chapter 6, because many people were refusing to hear Him. 
(Luke 8:10) “And he said, “Go, and say to this people: ‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; 
keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’” Isaiah continues in that same chapter, “Make the heart of 
this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed’”(Isaiah. 6:9-10).  
 
In the days of Isaiah they hardened their heart towards God. They lacked repentance and 
understanding of their sin and most tragically they saw no value in hearing God’s Word. Some 
hated God blaming Him for their trials and fell away, while others turned to the cares and 
pleasures of life. They deliberately stopped hearing His Word and in doing so they invited the 
devil to steal Christ away. It was no different in Jesus’ day and it is no different today.  
 
God’s Word continues to fall on deaf ears. Self-righteous individuals stubbornly plug their ears 
to the truth of God’s Word not wanting to admit their sins and acknowledge how helpless they 
are. They find no value in the Words of God and determine them to be foolish and a waste of 
time. They are guilty of persistent unbelief and this only earns damnation.  
 
It’s even possible for believers to lose their faith. Our hearts can become hard and callous 
towards God’s Word; our sinful nature is always fighting against it. At times in our lives we 
have treated His Word poorly making it take a backseat. If God’s Word becomes of no value 
when times of suffering come along you will discard it as something useless, and turn to 
something else instead.  
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We all know someone in our lives who at one point listened to God’s Word but has now quit 
hearing it. They disregarded His Word thinking they will make time for it when it’s convenient 
for them. It’s heartbreaking for us to see them push away the Word. The more they push the 
more they risk throwing salvation away. The Lord does not make someone lose their faith nor 
does He take pleasure in it, but He will not stop them if they choose too go that way. In love He 
never stops calling us back to Himself but He doesn’t force us to believe in Him.  
 
The prophet Ezekiel writes, “Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord God, I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back 
from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?” (Ezekiel 33:11). The Lord does 
not want to lose His beloved children; He wants them to turn back to Him.  
 
Can you hear God’s Word today or is the joy you have in Christ being choked by the cares and 
problems in your life? Maybe someone has hurt you and you feel they need to apologize first 
before you can forgive them. You’re feeling guilty because God’s Word says you should forgive 
them. (Matthew 6:14–15) Maybe you’ve said something out of anger and now it’s eating you up 
inside. Your heart is heavy because you feel this relationship is severed and beyond repair. 
There is good news for you; God’s Word repairs everything and it gives rest to a weary heart. 
(Matthew 11:28–30) 
 
His Word is powerful. It cuts deep into the heart like a spade, pulverizing rocks and clearing 
out weeds. “Is not my word like fire, declares the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks the rock 
in pieces?”(Jeremiah 23:29) Hearing His Law is hard and painful, it’s convicting, but it is what 
makes us dependent on Christ for our salvation.  
 
It shows us just how ugly our sin is causing us to acknowledge our helplessness and our need 
for Jesus to take our sins away. All our pride is removed because we cannot stand before the 
requirements of His holy Law. Hearing and learning what God’s holy Law requires has 
prepared our heart to receive His Word with joy. The Word opens our ears and hearts creating 
good soil. It is turned over and plowed deep; allowing affliction and suffering to squash our 
pride and finally opening up so the seed may fall in deep to do its wonderful work of growing 
into everlasting life.  
 
The Sower knows better than anyone the rocky and thorny challenges that face His Word. Out 
of His great love for you He provides the tools to defeat them. Hear again the comforting Word 
of God through the prophet Isaiah, “So shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall 
not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the 
thing for which I sent it.” (Is. 55:11) 
 
The Word of His mouth is successful and never disappoints. It’s the only thing that truly does 
what it sets out to do. The Word has set out to create faith in your heart and it has done just 
that. Given to you by the heavenly Father through the Holy Spirit on account of the merits of 
His Son.  
 
You hear about the salvation won for you on the cross and hear how it has been distributed to 
you in Christ’s Word and Sacraments. This is the whole counsel of God found in the Holy 
Scriptures and you are justified by it. St. Paul writes in his letter to the church in Rome. “How 
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then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in Him 
of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? So 
faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:14, 17).  
 
The life and death of Christ was credited to you at your Baptism. His Word penetrated deeply 
into your heart and created strong roots of faith. Jesus lived for you as the perfect hearer and 
follower of God’s Word. Christ dwells within you and has reconciled your relationship with 
God the Father. He forgives the times you are unwilling to forgive others and He forgives those 
who have hurt you. This is what leads you to reach out and heal that broken relationship with a 
friend. The love of Christ leads you to forgive because He has forgiven you. (1 John 4:19) 
 
He died for your sins of being distracted by the world, inclining your heart towards its 
promises rather than His promises. He also forgives the times you selfishly plugged your ears 
to His Word.  
 
Christ never stops crying out to you; hear me, depend on me, be saved by me. (Luke 8:8b) It is a 
message too good to tune out; you can never grow weary from hearing it. You can never hear 
the words of His forgiveness enough. You need a righteousness that is greater, purer and 
lovelier than anything you are capable of. So you come to hear God’s Word, not because you are 
righteous or because you need something righteous to do. But because no matter how hard you 
try you remain a sinner everyday of your life. You need God to penetrate your heart deeply and 
bring you spiritual rest. You need Jesus.  
 
Jesus says, “As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an 
honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience” (Luke 8:15). His Word has done this for 
you and now you hold fast to this truth with persevering faith because it is the power of God 
unto salvation. (Romans 1:16)  
 
Hearing the Word of God is the easiest and most valuable thing you have in this life. It brings 
rest, comfort and relief to your hurting souls, His voice reassures your heart for as long as you 
live. Christ calls out to each one of you, I am your salvation you are forgiven. (Psalm 35) Can 
you hear His Word? You are forgiven!  
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 

 


