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The Baptism of Our Lord – Pr. Faugstad sermon 
St. Matthew 3:13-17: “Jesus Poured His Righteousness over You in Baptism.” 

February 27, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

You, my Lord Jesus, are my righteousness; I am Your sin. 
You have taken from me what is mine and have given me what is Yours. 
You became what You were not and made me to be what I was not. Amen. (Martin Luther) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the third chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would have 
prevented Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?” / But Jesus 
answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. / And when Jesus was baptized, immediately He went up from the water, and 
behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and coming to rest on Him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is My beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased.” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who came to take the sins that were ours and to give us the righteousness that is 
His, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
We live in a time of “have it your way” Christianity. Beliefs about God are determined not so 
much by historic church teaching based on ancient holy texts. Beliefs about God are determined 
by people’s own feelings and ideas about God and how He seems to be working in their lives. 
So then what do they need the church for? They figure they can talk to God just as well at home 
or at work or out in nature as they can at church. They don’t need any pastor or know-it-all 
Christian telling them what to believe! 
 
We can understand the frustration people have about “the church.” They see the church 
divided into tiny fragments with each one saying that it is the right one—Lutherans, 
Methodists, Baptists, Roman Catholics, various community churches. And there are even 
divisions within these groups like ELS Lutherans, LCMS Lutherans, ELCA Lutherans! People 
hear about scandals and abuses in the church, the manipulation of the vulnerable, the 
mismanagement of funds. Why would anyone want anything to do with the church? 
 
But as imperfect as the church is in our eyes or anyone else’s eyes, God wants us to be part of it. 
When we speak about being part of the church, this includes both the “visible” and the 
“invisible” church. What we call the “visible” church is the church that can be seen, including 
all the different types of Christians. The visible church is divided, and because of sin it will 
continue to be divided until the end of time. 
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But the Bible also talks about the “invisible” church, the church of all believers who look to 
Jesus alone for their salvation. This church is perfectly united, and it is holy. This is the church 
the apostle Paul spoke about in his letter to the Ephesians: “Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 
so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that 
she might be holy and without blemish” (5:25-27). 
 
So if we were choosing between the two, we would want to be members of the invisible church 
instead of the visible one, right? Actually it’s not an either/or. Simply being a part of the visible 
church does not save anyone. But those who are members of the invisible church by faith will 
also want to be members of the visible church. That is because God gathers His people around 
visible things: the preaching of the Word by a flesh and blood man like you and the 
administration of the Sacraments with the visible means of water, bread, and wine. 
 
He calls us out of our homes and away from a solitary existence to join together with fellow 
believers. The author to the Hebrews writes, “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 
and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day drawing near” (10:24-25). 
 
That emphasis on joining together, on community and communion, is seen in our Lord’s 
institution of Baptism. He told the apostles that the discipling of all nations would happen and 
must happen through their personal interaction. “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,” He 
said, “baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you” (Mat. 28:19-20). 
 
Never in the Bible do we read about a person baptizing himself, in the same way that the Bible 
does not teach us to forgive ourselves or privately give ourselves Communion. These gifts come 
to us from God through others. If anyone would have seemed qualified to baptize Himself or 
give Communion to Himself, it was Jesus. But Jesus did not do this. 
 
Look at what happened at His Baptism. Jesus came to the Jordan River where John was 
baptizing, and He stepped down in the water. John knew enough about Jesus to know that he 
was in the presence of a godly man. “I need to be baptized by You,” said John, “and do You come to 
me?” And in the first words we hear from Jesus as an adult, He said, “Let it be so now, for thus it 
is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 
 
Jesus let a sinful man baptize Him, even though He was perfectly holy. So what was the 
Baptism for? Everyone else was coming to John to be baptized because they recognized how 
sinful they were. Jesus came declaring His righteousness: “Baptize Me,” He said, “in order to 
fulfill all righteousness.” 
 
You might think of Jesus’ Baptism as the reverse of our Baptism. We were baptized for the 
forgiveness of sin, to receive the righteousness of God through faith. Jesus was baptized not to 
receive forgiveness, but to receive our sin—not to become righteous which He already was, but 
to take our unrighteousness upon Himself. 
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Jesus submitted to Baptism as the public beginning of His work to save us sinners. It was as 
though He said, “I accept the task. I am ready for the trial. I will give Myself for all sinners. I 
will suffer and die their death.” That was His message when He told John, “thus it is fitting for us 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Then the heavens opened, and Jesus was anointed by the Holy Spirit 
in the form of a dove. And the Father said from above, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased.” 
 
All of this has great significance for your Baptism. Most of you were brought by others to the 
font—you didn’t bring yourself. And all of you were baptized by another sinner’s hand. (Some 
of you here today were even baptized by this sinner.) Through Baptism you became a member 
of both the visible church where you were baptized and the invisible church which is the holy 
body of Jesus. You were joined to the company of others—sinners, yes, but also saints cleansed 
“by the washing of water with the word… holy and without blemish” (Eph. 5:26,27). 
 
This is not something you chose. Your Baptism was a gift from God to you. At your Baptism, 
the heavens were opened, the Holy Spirit came upon you, and the Father said through His holy 
Word, “You are My beloved Child, with whom I am well pleased.” God looks at you in this 
way because your Baptism was a Baptism into the death and resurrection of His holy Son (Rom. 
6:4). The forgiveness Jesus won for you on the cross was given to you at your Baptism, and so 
was the victory He won over your death. 
 
God did all this for you. He brought you into His holy church. But just because you were 
brought into the church at one point, does not mean your membership is permanent. We see all 
the time members leaving the visible church, and God also sees members leave the invisible 
church. They leave by denying their sinfulness and their need to repent. They leave because 
they have elevated their own will and desires over God’s will. 
 
This is how the devil and our own sinful flesh tempt each one of us. They tempt us to embrace 
the “have it your way” mentality. “Why should you have to worry about anyone else?” they 
say. “Live the way you want to! Make the decisions that are best for you! Don’t be bothered by 
the outdated rules of God’s Word. He will accept you no matter what you do!” 
 
But God is not mocked. He did not claim us out of the world, baptize us into His holy name, 
make us His children and heirs of eternal life so that we would live as though none of that 
happened. He chose us out of the world. He delivered us from the devil’s kingdom of darkness. 
He rescued us from eternal death. He did all that so that we would have life in Him. He did all 
that so that we would live for Him. 
 
Why did Jesus step down into that water? It was to “fulfill all righteousness.” Only He could do 
that because only He has ever been righteous. Except for Him, the Bible says that “there is none 
who does good, not even one” (Psa. 14:3). You and I have not done any good on our own. There is 
no good apart from God. All of us have sinned. And yet our merciful Lord called us to His 
gracious waters of life. 
 
He brought you to the baptismal font by the hands of your parents or sponsors. He spoke His 
powerful, life-giving words through the mouth of your pastor. At your Baptism, He Poured His 
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Righteousness over You, He washed your sins out of you, and He took up residence inside of 
you. 
 
You did nothing in Baptism—all of it was done for you. That’s what makes it so comforting. 
Even knowing how your future would look, how you would at times despise His good gifts 
and choose to follow your way instead of His, He still brought you to those waters of life. And 
now He calls you to continuously return to those waters. 
 
You return to the cleansing waters of His forgiveness and righteousness by repenting of your 
sins and trusting His promise of grace toward you. As He speaks His absolution to you, He 
strengthens you to deny the desires of your sinful flesh and live for Him. And He also invites 
you to be renewed and refreshed by His holy body and blood as you make your journey 
through this life. 
 
You do not walk alone. You walk together with all the baptized—those who confess the faith 
with you in this congregation, and those who are living members of the body of Christ Jesus. 
His righteousness covers over you and all who trust in Him, and it makes you fit to enter His 
heavenly kingdom. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


