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Epiphany 3 – Vicar Anderson sermon 
Matthew 8:1–13 “Jesus Mercifully Welcomes The Unworthy”  
January 22/23, 2022 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, the Consolation of the sorrowful and the Strength of the weak, 
may the prayers of those who in any tribulation or distress graciously come before You, so that 
in all their necessities they may mark and receive Your manifold help and comfort; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. (The Lutheran Liturgy, companion altar book for The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 73)  
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the eighth chapter of the Gospel according to St Matthew. We 
read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. 2 And behold, a leper 
came to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” 3 And 
Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his 
leprosy was cleansed. 4 And Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but 
go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 
5 When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, 6 “Lord, 
my servant is lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” 7 And he said to him, “I will come 
and heal him.” 8 But the centurion replied, “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my 
roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I too am a man under 
authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ 
and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 10 When Jesus heard this, he 
marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I 
found such faith. 11 I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12 while the sons of the kingdom will be 
thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” 13 And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you as you have believed.” And 
the servant was healed at that very moment.  
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who welcomes you despite your unworthiness and mercifully gives you what 
you do not deserve, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Last week we heard how Jesus performed His first sign at the Wedding of Cana, where He 
revealed His glory, showing He is not only a man He is also the Son of God.  
 
Today we hear how He continued to reveal His glory in large groups with varying conditions 
and backgrounds. These groups of people following Jesus were not only of Israel, the Jews; 
some were Gentiles, from other nations, possibly hearing and learning of Christ for the first 
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time. Jesus was making known to everyone that He was the Messiah the deliverer of the whole 
world, not only from illness and disease but also from sin and death. 
 
At this time in history a leper was by law not permitted to be in public, he must remain in 
colonies with other lepers. If those who did not have leprosy approached him, he was to 
announce, “unclean, unclean” so others would know not to come too close. If others touched 
him they too would become unclean not because they would catch the disease, but because 
according to Jewish ceremonial law touching someone unclean made you unclean. Yet, we see 
this very sick man still approach Jesus, most likely as the crowd scattered in all directions to 
avoid contact with him. It was a bold move to approach Jesus and it shows the man’s great need 
for help.  
 
The Centurion wasn’t of Jewish decent, he was a Gentile, and therefore it was surprising he 
would ask Jesus to come and help him. (Acts 10:28) But we learn that the Jewish elders clearly 
thought this man deserved Jesus’ help. St. Luke sheds light on the centurion’s good standing in 
the community, he records, “When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders of the 
Jews, asking him to come and heal his servant. And when they came to Jesus, they pleaded with 
him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy to have you do this for him, for he loves our nation, and he 
is the one who built us our synagogue” (Luke 7: 3–5).  
 
Despite what the Jewish elders thought of him, this centurion recognized his sin and 
unworthiness. When he learns that Jesus is indeed coming to help he says, “Lord, I am not 
worthy to have you come under my roof” (Matthew 8:8a). These men demonstrated great 
humility as they went to Jesus for help.  
 
The world defines worthiness differently than Jesus does. Typically a person must prove their 
worthiness before they can receive something in return. To get respect one needs to earn it. 
Someone might be considered worthy after getting recognition from their boss and receives a 
promotion as a result of it. People strive to be worthy hoping it will earn them good things in 
return. Often time’s favors are done for those deemed worthy providing them with extra 
incentives, gifts and other nice things.  
 
You have probably heard the saying, “It’s not about what you know it’s who you know,” or 
even more accurately, “it’s who knows you.” This phrase is heard most often in the corporate or 
business world referring to how someone advances in his or her position. Think about that for a 
minute. What if people did know us, completely? What if people knew the things we’ve said or 
done in secret, the things only we know and regret terribly. 
 
We may have a prominent job with great responsibility, we might be highly valued and liked in 
the community, but we still know our sins. God also knows what we have done in secret. (Matt 
6:4) Even if we have saved face in the public eye we haven’t always thought purely or acted 
honorably. We know the truth of our unworthiness. If the people around us knew our every 
thought and deed would they still treat us with love and mercy or would they treat us as an 
outcast?   
 
The world will always regard the worthy more valuable than the unworthy. There will never be 
a time when people perfectly welcome the unclean, the sick, the foreigner and the dying. But 
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there is One who did. Jesus has always had compassion on the unworthy and He still does 
today. Our Lord sees our unworthiness but doesn’t equate it with worthlessness; we are greatly 
valued by Him. (Luke 12:7)  
 
Jesus knows us entirely. He knows the exact number of hairs on our head. (Luke 12:7) He 
knows the wickedness we have done but He reacts differently to us. He doesn’t cast us out like 
a leper or lowly servant, instead in mercy He welcomes us. St. Titus writes, “But when the 
goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works 
done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration 
and renewal of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:4–5) Jesus reaches out and welcomes us in mercy 
because of His great love for us.  
 
St. Matthew writes, “And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be 
clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed” (Matthew 8:3). This man did not do anything 
to earn Jesus’ mercy. He could not heal himself, but he trusted that Jesus could. “Lord if you 
will, you can make me clean” (Matthew 8:2b). He was certain who Jesus was and knew the 
power that Jesus had.  
 
The Lord wasn’t supposed to touch Him because it would have made Him unclean, but the 
opposite happened. Jesus deliberately reached out with His pure sinless flesh and touched this 
man, and completely removed his leprosy in front of everyone. Jesus did not become unclean; 
the man became clean! 
 
The leper could have thought I’m hopeless and unworthy, why would anyone help me? The 
centurion could have thought, “I am a Gentile, why should this great teacher and miracle 
worker listen to me? But they heard the Word of God and their hearts were changed. They 
believed in Jesus. They trusted in the promises found in Christ their Savior, knowing that He is 
the only source for true healing and cleansing.  
 
Like these faithful men, with the Holy Spirit’s help, we cling to God’s Word and to His 
promises. We also go to our Lord who promises to fix our ailments, heal our sicknesses and 
relieve our greatest problem, our sinfulness. No person or medicine can take away our sin only 
Jesus can. He is our comforter in sorrow and our strength when we weak. He is our all-merciful 
Lord who suffered what we deserved to suffer. “By His wounds we are healed” (Is. 53:5). He 
went through eternal death and hell to restore us. You and I rest securely in His hands, the 
hands He uses to cleanse our unclean hearts and the same precious hands that were 
outstretched and nailed to a wooden cross for all our sins.  
 
These words recorded by St. Peter inform each of us that, “You were ransomed from the futile 
ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot” (1 Peter 1:18b-19). The 
price to redeem you was the holy precious life of your Savior, who died and rose again after 
three days in the grave to make you righteous. The removal of your sins is what makes you 
worthy. He has mercifully granted this to you turning your unworthy heart into one worthy of 
the Lord’s eternal embrace and reunion with your loved ones in heaven. 
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You come before the Lord with a new heart trusting in Him above all else. (Ps. 51:10) You know 
that Jesus’ mercy never stops and He is constantly working in your life. He continues to work 
by His Word and His flesh. Christ’s Word is still spoken to you and in mercy He forgives your 
sin each new day. His flesh and blood still reach out and touch you in the Lord’s Supper. You 
kneel down before the Lord and He distributes to you the greatest medicine there is, the 
medicine of immortality. He provides you with His very flesh and blood bringing healing to 
your soul cleansing you from all sin.  
 
Jesus welcomes you just as He did the man with leprosy and the centurion. He didn’t care about 
their status in the community or the public’s opinion of them. Jesus’ only cared about 
welcoming them into His kingdom and He only cares about welcoming you into His loving 
arms when you depart this world.  
 
Your worthiness is dependent on someone far greater than yourself. It’s dependent on your 
Savior. Jesus made you worthy by His holy life and death. You are worthy of all that He gives 
you. Jesus’ arms are wide open; salvation is yours. He embraces you with His great love for all 
eternity. This is what true worthiness looks like! 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 
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