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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O Lord Christ, who by Your presence and first miracle at Cana of Galilee adorned and 
beautified the holy estate of matrimony: We beseech You to sanctify the marriage bond in the 
life of our people, and to bless our homes with Your abiding presence; for the honor and glory 
of Your name. Amen. (Parish Prayers, ed. Frank Colquhoun, p. 46) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the second chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. 
Jesus also was invited to the wedding with His disciples. When the wine ran out, the mother of 
Jesus said to Him, “They have no wine.” / And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have 
to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.” / His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever He 
tells you.” / Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of purification, each 
holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they 
filled them up to the brim. / And He said to them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 
master of the feast.” So they took it. When the master of the feast tasted the water now become 
wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water 
knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the good 
wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good 
wine until now.” / This, the first of His signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and manifested His 
glory. And His disciples believed in Him. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who cares about your problems no matter how large or small they may be, dear 
fellow redeemed: 
 
We don’t know much about Joseph, the stepfather of Jesus. We get the impression that he was a 
man of few words. The Gospels that speak about him never record him speaking. He seemed to 
be mostly in the background, quietly going about his work as a husband, father, and carpenter. 
Mary, on the other hand, was more outspoken. When she and Joseph finally located twelve-
year-old Jesus in the temple, she blurted out, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father 
and I have been searching for you in great distress” (Luk. 2:48). 
 
After this, we are told that Jesus returned with His parents to Nazareth “and was submissive to 
them” (v. 51). That’s the last we hear about Jesus’ life until His public revealing at His Baptism. 
So what happened from age twelve to thirty? We assume that Jesus worked with Joseph and 
helped Mary around the house. He lived in a home like ours with all of its anxieties, challenges, 
and joys. 
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Jesus was without sin, but the same could not be said for His parents. He probably witnessed 
Joseph and Mary get irritated with each other, maybe even raise their voices and argue. He 
heard about Joseph’s problems at work and listened to His mother worry and wonder how she 
would get everything done that needed doing. I expect He was a calm voice in situations like 
these, someone whom His parents felt they could lean on. 
 
Perhaps this is why Mary went to Jesus when she learned that the wine had run out at the 
wedding banquet. We don’t know what she expected Him to do, but she was obviously 
troubled by the situation. Wedding celebrations at this time could last as long as a week, and it 
would have reflected poorly on the bride and groom and their parents if food and drink ran out 
before the time was up. 
 
Our wedding celebrations don’t last a week, but even today it wouldn’t look good if the hosts 
were unable to provide for their invited guests. So we work through the guest list, we add up 
the numbers, we calculate the costs. Planning a wedding and reception is a big deal! If the bride 
and groom don’t need everything to be perfect, their mothers probably do. Some take it to the 
extreme. That’s where we get “bridezillas” and maybe “momzillas” too. 
 
But all the details that seem so important leading up to the day—the flowers, the decorations, 
the dresses and suits, the food and drink—those are not the most important thing. The wedding 
day is about God’s gift of marriage, the joining together of husband and wife—a one-flesh 
union intended to last until death parts them. 
 
And yet we often find ourselves losing sight of the big picture. We get stuck in the details of 
daily life, the challenges and problems that cause worry and stress. It’s probably the case that 
few of our problems would seem like big problems to others. For every problem we might bring 
up about work or school or our home life, lots of others could tell us how they have it worse. 
 
Even if our troubles are relatively small, they are still troubling to us. History would never 
remember the wine running out at a little wedding in a little town. But it mattered to Mary in 
the moment. In the moment, a shortage of wine seemed like a significant problem, a serious 
blemish on what was supposed to be a joyful occasion. 
 
This is the reality of life in a fallen world. We are going to have trouble and difficulty. Nothing 
goes as perfectly as we want. We aren’t always treated well. Our friends and family don’t 
always understand us or give us the support we need. We get bullied at school. We get 
disrespected at work. We run out—out of money, out of energy, out of patience. 
 
And the more we dwell on these problems, the larger they get in our eyes. The hurtful words 
cut deeper. The relationship issues intensify. The tension increases. The stress rises. It may have 
started out as something small—someone making an offhanded comment, laughing at our 
mistake, not giving credit where it is due, not remembering what should have been 
remembered. And we let these things make us bitter. We hold grudges. We give the silent 
treatment. It can happen in any relationship. It happens most often with the people most closely 
connected to us—husband, wife, parents, children, brothers, and sisters. 
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We know how to turn little problems into big problems through our worry and through our 
anger. We know how to ignore the big picture—that God loves us and promises to take care of 
us, and that He commands us to love our neighbor as ourselves and to be kind and 
compassionate and forgiving toward each other. We know how to insist on fairness and justice, 
while ignoring grace and mercy. In short, we know how to make mountains out of molehills. 
 
In the grand scheme of things, a shortage of wine at the wedding in Cana was a molehill 
problem. But what do we find? Jesus was on that molehill! He was at that little wedding in a 
little town, which no one would ever care about if He wasn’t there. But He was there. When 
Mary first conveyed the problem to Him, He didn’t seem to care about it. “Woman, what does this 
have to do with Me?” He asked, “My hour has not yet come.” 
 
But Mary had faith in her Son. She told the servants, “Do whatever He tells you.” And Jesus 
decided to act. He had the servants fill six large jars with water and take some to the master of 
the feast. When he tasted it, it wasn’t water anymore—it was fine wine! The evangelist John tells 
us this was “the first of [Jesus’] signs,” and He “manifested His glory. And His disciples believed in 
Him.” 
 
It is stunning that Jesus chose this setting and occasion for His first sign. Why not choose a more 
prominent place and a more public way to reveal His power? What we have in this account is a 
true comfort for us. It shows us that Jesus cares about the little things. He is aware of the 
everyday problems. By turning water into wine, He showed that He was concerned about the 
joy of the wedding couple, their parents, and their guests. 
 
And in the bigger picture, we see Jesus demonstrating both respect for His mother and respect 
for marriage. He wanted to honor Mary, and He wanted to honor the occasion. He also wanted 
to begin to show His disciples who He was and to prepare them for when His “hour” would 
come three years later. At that time, He would die on the cross and rise again and ascend in 
glory to His place at the Father’s right hand. 
 
For now, it was enough for them to know that Jesus had come from God and that He had come 
with mercy. He came with mercy for you. He came to relieve you of your burdens and bring 
calmness in your distresses. Sometimes you will hear people say, “God doesn’t have time to 
bother about my little problems.” On the contrary, that’s exactly what He loves to do. Jesus 
didn’t just come to save you from the big problems you face; He came to save you from the little 
ones too. 
 
The big problems are our sinfulness, and death staring us right in the face. Jesus accepted our 
sins as though they were His own and carried them to the cross. We often talk about this in a 
big picture way—all our sins, all paid for on the cross. But let’s look at the details. Jesus paid for 
your sins of worrying that you will have enough money and enough time to do what you need 
to. He paid for your sins of mistreating those closest to you and not caring about their needs like 
you care about your own. He paid for your sins of failing to put the best construction on what 
someone has said or done and instead letting bitterness and anger grow in your heart toward 
them. Not only has He paid for your sins against others, He has also paid for their sins against 
you, each and every one. 
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If He did all that for you—even suffering your own hell and death, is He going to forget about 
your daily needs and ignore your momentary struggles? Jesus comes to you no matter what 
you are experiencing, no matter what troubles trouble you. He comes through His Word and 
His Sacraments to bring you forgiveness for the wiping away of your guilt, peace for your 
contentment, and strength for your endurance. 
 
No problem of yours is too big for Jesus, and no problem is too small. He wants you to have joy 
in Him and His Word even though everything else seems to be going poorly. He invites you to 
bring your worries and concerns to Him just like Mary did. And He promises to give you what 
you need for today. Maybe for your good, the wine will need to run out as a way to teach you to 
trust in Him. And then He will make the wine overflow in your life as you see His many 
wonderful gifts toward you. 
 
Jesus loves you with a magnificent, mountainous love. He knows your needs and well provides 
you. He Meets You wherever you are, whatever condition you are in—Even on the Molehills. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


