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O Blessed Lord, who in the days of Your earthly childhood earnestly desired to be about Your
Father’s business: Give us the grace of Your Holy Spirit early to seek You and evermore to
follow You; that being continuously aided by Your grace, we may be exercised in Your service;
who lives and reigns with the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. (Parish Prayers, ed. Frank
Colquhoun, p. 44)
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.)
The sermon text for today is taken from the 2nd chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. We read
selected verses in Jesus’ name:
Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when he was
twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast was ended, as they
were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44 but
supposing him to be in the group they went a day's journey, but then they began to search for
him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when they did not find him, they returned
to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him
were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they
were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your
father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were
you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?” 50 And they did
not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with them and came to
Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her
heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17)
In Christ Jesus, who lived out His life in complete obedience to His Father, that by His holy life
and death each of us might be a perfect child of God, dear fellow redeemed:
In our gospel lesson today we hear about a portion of Jesus’ childhood. Although we may wish
to know more about Jesus’ life as a boy, in this short account we hear everything we need to
know. In it we also hear the first recorded words of our Lord. We are reminded that Jesus was
no ordinary twelve-year-old boy; He is, in fact, the eternally begotten Son of God.
His words have great purpose; they teach us who He is, and what He is going to do. He is not
only Mary’s son, nor is He only Joseph’s stepson. Jesus is God the Father’s Son and He must be
in His father’s house, doing the work of His Father in heaven. Jesus has begun revealing
Himself as Christ the Son of God and this is what the season of Epiphany is all about. At twelve,
Jesus had reached an age where boyhood ended and manhood began. In Jewish culture, this
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meant His responsibilities would increase, and He would be expected to learn God’s Word, His
teachings and His holy Law.
Mary and Joseph knew their responsibility as parents. This is evident as they regularly went
and brought Jesus to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. They wanted their child to learn
about God and about all He has done for them. Parent’s primary duty is to see that their
children know their Savior. It is a great responsibility to make sure our children grow up in the
fear and knowledge of their Lord. Children must never be prevented from knowing their Father
in heaven. Jesus says, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such
belongs the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 19:14).
Like us His parents were human and certainly struggled with the worries that come with
parenthood, especially when having the major responsibility of raising the Christ child. We
learn from our text that Mary and Joseph were “supposing” Jesus was with them when they
were ready to return home from Jerusalem. We also learn that they were traveling in a large
group of family and this would have put them at ease, knowing they were surrounded by
people they loved and trusted.
But as soon as they noticed He is gone they searched first among family members and then after
realizing He wasn’t with them they turned back to the city. (Luke 2:48) Like any parent who has
lost their child they would have been gripped in fear as soon as they realized their son was
missing. The stress causing their hearts to start pounding as they frantically looked for Jesus.
His mother was worried she might never get her son back and we can hear it in the question
that she asks Jesus. “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been
searching for you in great distress” (Luke 2:48). Jesus responds to His mother with an even
greater question, “why are you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s
house” (Luke 2:49)? This response from Jesus might strike us as shocking considering what His
parents had just went through. But Jesus needed to remind His mother, because she had
forgotten, even for only a moment, who He was and what He had come to do. He reminded her
that He was the Messiah, the Savior of all mankind from sin.
For Jesus to be the savior of the world many things were required of Him. In order to complete
His mission and redeem all from their sin He must be under God’s Law, in every way we are
and He must fulfill the Law by living perfectly. (Gal. 4:4–5) This includes that He must be in His
Father’s house, hearing God’s Word and learning and listening to every word. He must be
speaking God’s Word and must be fulfilling all that was required of Him by His Father because
we could not.
Jesus always sought to be where His heavenly Father was. Eagerly seeking to listen and learn
all about God’s Word. This young boy was the perfect child and student, asking questions and
answering the teachers in the temple, leaving everyone astonished (Luke 2:47–48). We, unlike
him are the disobedient children and students He lived perfectly for so that we may be adopted
into God’s family.
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As God’s children, we still often break the fourth commandment. We have all been rebellious,
not always listening to our parents and teachers, others in authority, or even God. We don’t
always desire to hear His Word or to go to church. Sometimes memorizing Bible verses for
Catechism class is the last thing we’d like to be doing. Because of our sinful nature we don’t like
to be told what to do and would much rather do what we want. St. Paul writes, “Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:2).
The only thing that can transform us from disobedient children into obedient children of God is
hearing His Word and by that hearing our heart and minds are renewed. His Word reveals to
us that our lives are not just meant for temporal pleasures, rather they are meant for eternal
riches and joys. Only through His Word does God show us what is truly good, acceptable and
perfect.
Take heart dear friends; your Savior was good, acceptable and perfect. Jesus was a holy person
and His life is exchanged for your life. Our text tells us that, “He went down with them and
came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And His mother treasured up all these things in
her heart” (Luke 2:51). The mistakes of your youth and your sins of parenthood are replaced
with the beautiful life of Jesus. Know with complete confidence that God’s Son willingly
became a human and lived under God’s Law free from all rebellion and sin. His perfect life and
sacrificial death were for you, for your children and your children’s children, that they would
be cleansed from all their sin and counted righteous in the eyes of God.
Jesus never sinfully challenged His mother or father. For the next eighteen years, until we hear
of Him again at around the age of thirty, He was submissive to Mary and Joseph. He listened to
them knowing they cared for Him and always wanted what was best for Him. He continually
showed them compassion when they didn’t understand what He was saying or doing (Luke
2:50) and that same compassion is for you when you don’t fully understand what Jesus is doing.
His mission wasn’t to show us how to live; He knows we can never live like Him. Instead He
came to earth to renew the lives of His sinful followers. Jesus always lived in a sacrificial way
for us here on earth. (Romans 12:1) He never made the mistakes we have nor did He ever fall
into temptation, as we will.
However, He certainly can sympathize with what you face each day of your lives. Jesus felt the
hardships and pain of this world just as you have. The writer of Hebrews says, “Since then we
have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold
fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Heb
4:14-15).
God understands the difficulties and pain in your life and His response is always in love. He
does not give up on you after the first mistake you make. His mercy doesn’t vanish after you
slip up again and fall victim to sin. God’s mercy abounds in His Son who took upon Himself the
ugliness of your sin and died on the cross that your debt of sin is paid for. Jesus bore the
punishment that each and every one of your sins deserved. His love is new each day and never
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ends. His forgiveness and grace is for all your mistakes, even the ones you haven’t made yet.
Jesus and the blessings of His perfect life outweigh all the moments of your imperfect life. These
blessings come to us in His Word and Sacraments where we continue to receive the crown of
Jesus’ life as our own.
By being a perfect child and student for His Father in heaven Jesus fulfilled the Law of God
completely. Jesus’ first recorded Words show us that He was more than just a perfect child for
Mary and Joseph; He is the perfect child for the entire world. Jesus gave you everything that by
believing in Him as your Savior you would never have to experience eternal death and hell and
instead be granted His perfect life as your own.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, forevermore. Amen.
+ + +
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