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O merciful and eternal God, heavenly Father, You caused Your Son to endure circumcision and
to be made subject to the law that we might be redeemed from the curse of the law: We beseech
You, grant us grace to become partakers of this redemption and thus obtain eternal salvation;
through the same, Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. (Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 149)
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.)
The sermon text for today is taken from the second chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. We hear
verse twenty-one again in Jesus’ name:
And at the end of eight days, when He was circumcised, He was called “Jesus,” the name given
by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17)
In Christ Jesus, who willingly suffered even as a baby to win your eternal salvation, dear fellow
redeemed:
Today’s verse follows right after the conclusion of the Christmas account: “And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto
them” (v. 20). Now a week had passed. During that time, Mary was getting used to being a
mother, while Joseph did what he could to keep her comfortable. I expect that the shepherds
visited again, along with others who heard their exciting report about a multitude of angels
lighting up the night sky and proclaiming the arrival of a special baby, “who is Christ the Lord”
(v. 11).
And now it was the eighth day. The eighth day was when all newborn Israelite males were
circumcised and officially given their name. So Jesus was too. But why was this strange custom
practiced among the Jews? It started with Abraham about two thousand years before this.
Abraham was ninety-nine years old, but he and his wife Sarah had no children together. Even
in Abraham’s old age, God promised to make him “the father of a multitude of nations” (Gen. 17:4).
He would be “exceedingly fruitful,” and kings would come from him (v. 6). God would make an
everlasting covenant with Abraham and his offspring, and the land of Canaan would be their
“everlasting possession” (v. 8).
The sign that would mark Abraham and his offspring as heirs of this covenant was
circumcision. “He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised,” said the LORD. “So shall
my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant” (vv. 12,13). Males who had been circumcised
would be constantly reminded of God’s promise, which had its ultimate fulfillment in the
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coming of the Messiah. A King would be born in the land of Canaan who would rule an
everlasting kingdom.
That King was Jesus. There was no question about what name to give Him. The angel Gabriel
told Mary, “you shall call his name Jesus” (Luk. 1:31). An angel gave the same instruction to
Joseph, because Mary’s son, said the angel, “will save his people from their sins” (Mat. 1:21).
“Jesus” is the Greek form of the name “Joshua,” a fairly common name at that time. But this
Jesus is the only one who would perfectly wear the name. “Jesus” means “The LORD saves,” or
“Savior.”
This Savior was born of Mary, but He came from heaven. Mary’s little baby boy was the eternal
Son of God incarnate. When Mary held her baby, she was holding God in her arms. How could
anyone comprehend it? If the angels hadn’t said what they said to Mary, Joseph, and the
shepherds, no one at this point would have believed that Jesus is God. But He was. God in a
manger. God in diapers. God under a knife on the eighth day.
As the circumcision was carried out, Jesus felt the pain of the procedure. Blood dripped from
His skin and soaked into a cloth. Circumcision marked Jesus as an heir of God’s covenant with
Abraham—a covenant that He had come to fulfill. Through circumcision, Jesus was also
officially placed under the holy Law of God—a Law that He had come to keep.
The day of His circumcision was only the beginning of Jesus’ work, the beginning of His
suffering. On this day, for the first time ever, the eternal, almighty God bled. It didn’t take Him
by surprise like when kryptonite rendered Superman weak and vulnerable. God chose this
suffering. He chose to bleed. God the Father chose to send His only Son to take on our flesh, and
the Son willingly obeyed His Father.
God the Son knew what was in store for Him on earth. He knew He would not receive the
welcome He deserved. He knew that the manger was waiting for Him and the knife and the
whip, the thorns, and the nails. He knew blood would pour from countless wounds. His blood
was red like every person’s is, but it was different in this way: His blood was holy. Jesus was
without sin. When blood dripped from His wounds, it was never because He deserved it. It was
not just punishment for wrongs He had done. He shed His blood for you.
For you—nothing more wonderful can be said about Jesus’ work. His Advent is for you.
Christmas is for you. Epiphany is for you. Holy Week is for you. Easter is for you. Ascension is for
you. Pentecost is for you. The whole Christian Church Year is intended to proclaim what Jesus
did for you—for your salvation.
Some people think the most important thing about Jesus is the example He set of a holy life. “If
we want to honor Him,” they say, “then we need to try to live like Him.” But that isn’t Jesus for
you. That is you for Jesus. And when you get it backwards like that, you lose all comfort. Then
your focus isn’t really on Jesus your Savior; your focus is on yourself, a sinner.
That is especially tempting this time of year. This is the time that we make our New Year’s
resolutions: I resolve to be healthier; I resolve to be more active; I resolve to be more helpful; I
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resolve to be more patient. Those are good things. But if they are not coupled with a humble
faith in Jesus, they will turn either into occasions for boasting or into sources for more guilt.
We will never be as disciplined or as perfect as we want to be. Thank God our salvation does
not depend on it! What our salvation depends on is Jesus’ discipline, Jesus’ perfection. Those
things began for us on the day of His circumcision. On that day, Jesus accepted the entire
burden of the holy Law to keep it for mankind. The Son of God was “born under the law, to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” (Gal. 4:4-5).
Jesus came to redeem us. He “redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us” (Gal.
3:13). He perfectly fulfilled the Law in our place, following God’s commands to the smallest
detail. And then He willingly stretched out His arms on the altar of the cross to shed His blood
for our sins.
Jesus has redeemed you, a lost and condemned creature, purchasing and winning you from all
sins, from death, and from the power of the devil. He didn’t purchase you with anything on
earth. He won you with His holy, precious blood, and with His innocent suffering and death
(Luther’s explanation to the Second Article). God Bled for You at His circumcision, and He bled
for you on the cross to secure your eternal redemption.
But how do you know it really was for you? You know it was for you because God made a
covenant with you like the one He made with Abraham. Often we think of a covenant as a
contract between two parties in which both sides have their own work to do. But when God
makes a covenant, He does the work. He no longer requires circumcision for eight-day-old baby
boys. That covenant was fulfilled by the coming of Jesus. The covenant God makes that binds us
to Him today is Holy Baptism.
St. Paul explains how the baptism of babies in the New Testament has replaced the circumcision
of babies in the Old Testament. He writes, “In [Christ] also you were circumcised with a
circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ,
having been buried with him in baptism…. And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses”
(Col. 2:11-12,13). Baptism brings you the forgiveness Jesus obtained by His death and the victory
He won by His resurrection. You are now united with Him. All that is His in triumph has
become yours by faith.
Along with Baptism, Jesus gives you another testimony and sign of His grace and forgiveness.
“Are you troubled by your sins?” He asks. “Do you recognize your failures and want to do
better? Do you believe that I am here to save? Then take, eat; this is My body, which is given for
you…. Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you.”
God’s holy Means of Grace, His Word and Sacraments, are the way the cleansing blood of Jesus
is applied to you. The same blood that dripped from His tender skin and fell from His nailpierced hands and feet washes you clean of all your sin. Every part of you that is marked and
stained by sin because of your own willful transgressions against God’s holy Law, is purified by
Jesus’ precious blood.
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You will need this cleansing in 2022 just as you have in years past. “The spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak” (Mar. 14:38). You will not fulfill all your promises and resolutions to do
better. But the gracious covenant God has made with you will not fail. You are His own dear
child, adopted as His son and heir.
You are baptized into Christ. All that He did was for your righteousness. All that He patiently
endured was for your redemption. All that He suffered was for your salvation. He was born for
you. He bled for you. He perfectly fulfilled the Law and won the victory for you.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, forevermore. Amen.
+ + +
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