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Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Make Thee a bed, soft, undefiled,
Within my heart that it may be
A quiet chamber kept for Thee. Amen.
(Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary #123, v. 13)
Isaiah 9:6-7 – For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given; and the government shall be upon
His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on
the throne of David and over His kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
(ESV)

In this reading, the prophet Isaiah writes about the birth of a Child, a Son, who will be anything
but ordinary. This One will rule over all the nations. The government shall be upon His
shoulder. He will have dominion over everything. What would you do with absolute power?
Who would you look upon with favor, and who would face your wrath? This King did not
come to be served, but to serve (Mat. 20:28). His rule is a rule of grace. His power is used for
peace.
I. Wonderful Counselor
This King shall be called “Wonderful Counselor.” The world has known many more “terrible
dictators” than “wonderful counselors.” But this One will work for the good of the people. He
will make just decisions and lead them in a wonderful way. He will guide them like a gentle
shepherd guides his sheep.
Not every counselor operates in this way. Some give bad advice, either because they don’t have
a clear sense of right and wrong, or because they actively pursue and promote what is evil.
Some counselors are only concerned about their own power, and they will do whatever is
necessary to have it.
The “Wonderful Counselor” that Isaiah speaks of is a Counselor from heaven. He is wonderful
because He does not come to manipulate or mislead. He comes to bless. He does not come to get
anything from the world. He comes to give. This Counselor, this King, is Jesus. He is the eternal
Son of God who came from heaven above to establish His righteous rule in the hearts of men.
Hymn: #123:1-2,6-8 – “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”
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II. Mighty God
Wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger, Jesus the King did not look very mighty, and
He didn’t look like God. He looked like a regular little Baby. But not all saw Him that way.
Some members of the King’s army—the holy angels—appeared to shepherds in the fields
outside Bethlehem. An angel told them, “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.” And how were they to find this Lord, this King? “Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”
You can be sure that when they found this Child, they didn’t look upon Him as some regular
Baby. They looked at Him with awe. They worshiped Him, “glorifying and praising God for all the
things that they had heard and seen.” The wise men would do the same when they arrived some
months later. By the grace of God, these all recognized that there was more to this Child than
met the eye.
This Child was the Christ, the Son of God incarnate. About Him the apostles wrote by
inspiration of the Holy Spirit: “[I]n him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily” (Col. 2:9). And, “He
is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the
word of his power” (Heb. 1:3).
But why did the “Mighty God” take on our flesh? Why did He come like this into our world of
darkness, sin, and death? The apostle John states it simply: “The reason the Son of God appeared
was to destroy the works of the devil” (1Jo. 3:8). The Mighty God became Man to save us sinners. He
came to win for us eternal life!
Hymn: #126:1-3 – “God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen”

III. Everlasting Father
You know very well what God teaches us about Himself. He is triune—three-in-one—three
distinct Persons and yet one God. So while it is right to say that the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit are the same God, it is not right to say that the Father is the Son, that the Son is the
Father, or that the Holy Spirit is the Father or the Son. So how are we to understand Isaiah’s
prophecy, which refers to the Son of God as the “Everlasting Father”?
This title does not refer to the Person of the Son, but how it is that He rules. He rules like a
father—not like a slave-driver, not like a tyrant—a father. Isn’t that how He often dealt with His
disciples, like a kind father? He would often encourage them. Sometimes He had to correct
them and even rebuke them. But it was all out of love. It was always for their good.
And then, like a father who is willing to sacrifice himself for the sake of his family, Jesus
willingly gave up His life for His disciples and all people. After rising from the dead, He
ascended into heaven where He is seated at the right hand of God the Father. In that position of
all power and authority, He graciously watches over and intercedes for His Church.
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His Church is the body of all believers with Him as its Head. We became members of His body
through Holy Baptism, and we remain in His body by faith in Him. As the “head of the
household,” Jesus gives us children exactly what we need. Through His Word and Sacraments,
He rules over us and serves us with all tenderness and care.
Hymn: #127:1-2,4-5 – “I Am So Glad When Christmas Comes”

IV. Prince of Peace
When a multitude of the heavenly host appeared to the shepherds, they praised God and sang,
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men!” What kind of “peace” were
the angels referring to? Some think the highest form of peace is world peace—a world in which
there is no more fighting, no more war. But that is not the kind of peace brought by the King of
heaven.
He came to bring about a much better peace—peace between the Almighty God and sinful
mankind. This peace couldn’t be established by us. We are the lawbreakers. We are the ones
who rebelled against the holy God. Every sin, every transgression is a declaration of war against
God—“We don’t want to follow Your rules! We want to do it our own way!”
But God still loved us. He sent His only Son to make peace on earth. He didn’t make peace
through negotiations or by a show of force. He made peace by giving Himself over to those who
wished to destroy Him. He was the sacrificial Lamb whose blood made atonement before the
righteous throne of God.
God the Father accepted His Son’s sacrifice in our place. He no longer sees us in our sins. He
sees us clothed in the royal garments of His Son, who reigns eternally as the Prince of Peace,
and who brings us His peace through His Word of grace and forgiveness. “[A]nd His name shall
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase
of His government and of peace there will be no end.”
Hymn: #125:1,3 – “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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