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Christmas Day – Vicar Anderson sermon 
John 1:1–14: “The Word Became Flesh to Save Those Born of the Flesh.”  
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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

 

Exordium  
 
We gather on this blessed Christmas morning to celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus. “For, 
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10b–11). 
 
This good news of Jesus’ birth was filled with great joy and it was proclaimed by the voices of a 
heavenly host of angels. His birth should bring joy to all of us. Yet we often feel sadness during 
this season as we think of loved ones who will not be with us. Or we feel stress as we prepare to 
travel or get our homes ready for company. Whatever they might be, each difficulty and 
distraction stands in the way of us enjoying what Christmas is truly about, stealing away the joy 
we are meant to have today.   
 
We certainly can have joy this Christmas because our Savior has entered into our world as a 
little baby. We join the shepherds and hurry off towards Bethlehem and we arrive at our 
Savior’s manger, bringing with us our burdens. We lay them down next to our Lord, who laid 
upon Himself the iniquities of us all. (Isaiah 53:6) Our Lord willingly went to the cross and gave 
up His life, so that our burdens would be His and His life would be ours forever. Then, three 
days later, He rose from the grave to prove to the world that His Father accepted the payment 
for sin and that His victory over death is ours.  
 
After visiting baby Jesus the shepherds returned in joy, “glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them” (Luke 2:20). Our hearts also fill again with 
joy as we remember our Savior’s birth and hear again what this means for us and for all people.   
 
Let us rise and join in glorifying and praising God for the wonderful gift of His Son Jesus.  
 

Rejoice, rejoice this happy morn! 
A Savior unto us is born, 

The Christ, the Lord of glory. 
His lowly birth in Bethlehem 

The angels from on high proclaim 
And sing redemption’s story. 

My soul, Extol God’s great favor; 
Bless Him ever For salvation. 

Give Him praise and adoration! 
 

 
O Lord God, our heavenly Father, who of Your great goodness and mercy caused Your only 
begotten Son to become incarnate, that we through Him might be redeemed from sin and 
everlasting death; we pray, enlighten our hearts that we may be truly thankful for His gracious 
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incarnation and birth, that we may be comforted by the same in all time of tribulation and 
temptation, and in the end receive Your everlasting salvation; through Your dear Son Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. (The Lutheran Liturgy, companion altar book for The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 57) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the 1st chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We read as 
follows in Jesus’ name: 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 
believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The true 
light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and 
the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and 
his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, the eternal Word born in human flesh, to deliver from sinful flesh all who 
believe in Him, making them children of God, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
The first verse of John’s Gospel—“In the beginning was the Word”—echoes the first verse 
recorded by Moses about the creation of the world—“In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).  
 
God’s Word teaches us that “The Word” has always existed. “The Word” is a title for God the 
Son, recorded only in John’s Gospel. He existed from eternity, before this world was formed, 
and will exist forever. “The Word was with God and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him was not any thing 
made that was made.” (Genesis 1:1b–3) Only God existed prior to the formation of the universe 
and He is the one who brought it into existence. 
 
God is triune. God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. All three persons of the 
Trinity work together to create. God the Father creates by the Word of His Son through the 
Holy Spirit. We confess in the Nicene Creed, “I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-
begotten Son of God, Begotten of His father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very 
God of Very God, Begotten, Not made.”  
 
The Word is the pre-incarnate Christ begotten of God the Father from eternity and then 
conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of His virgin mother Mary. The Word was born in a 
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stable on Christmas Day, maintaining the fullness of His deity and now becoming a human 
baby.  
 
When we enter this world at birth we are imprisoned in sin. As the psalmist writes, “Behold, I 
was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Psalm 51:5). The birth of 
children is an incredible thing and is none other than a miraculous act of God. The birth of a 
child also comes with a great cost, the mother endures tremendous amounts of pain and both 
parents may experience worry and fear. However, when the baby is born safely into this world 
it is greeted with joy, relief and lots of love from the whole family. It is hard, then, for parents to 
accept that, from moment of conception, their child is dead in their sins, but God’s Word tells us 
they are.  
 
God never intended for us to be born under sin’s curse. He made all things good and human 
beings were the culmination of His good creation. All that God created was perfect. But our first 
parents, Adam and Eve, rebelled against their Creator. After their fall into sin every human 
born after them would be bound by sin. Their perfection was lost and now, apart from God, we 
can do nothing good at all. This is why, out of His great love for mankind, God promised to 
send His Son to rescue us from our corrupt and hostile hearts. 
 
The Son of God was sent forth by His Father in heaven to redeem all the lost sinners of the 
world. (Gal. 4:4–5) Jesus was conceived without an earthly father, and instead by the power of 
God the Holy Spirit. (Luke 1:35) He was carried in the Virgin Mary’s womb until it was time for 
her to be delivered, “and she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in swaddling 
clothes and laid Him in a manger” (Luke 2:6–7). He was born without sin and His heart was not 
hostile towards God.  
 
Christ came to dwell in the presence of sinners because sinners cannot dwell in the presence of 
God. Sin has cut us off from the holy God. Those born of flesh and blood might be able to earn 
favor with men, but they cannot earn favor with God. St. Paul writes, “We all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature 
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind”(Eph. 2:3). 
 
Just as you had no action or part in your earthly birth you have no action or part in your 
redemption. It requires God to come and save you. Immanuel, which means, “God with us,” 
needed to save you. St. Paul continues, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 
with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together 
with Christ—by grace you have been saved” (Ephesians 2:4–5). 
 
The Word, which created all that has been made, became flesh in Mary’s womb and was born 
into this world. He entered into His creation, and His creation did not know Him. (John 1:3, 10) 
Lying there lowly in a manger Jesus already had the weight of sin on Him. The world was 
already hostile towards Him, but He came to save it. He came full of grace and truth to speak 
His Word of truth into the dark world.  
 
The Word of God’s Law shines a spotlight on the sin and darkness of our hearts. It shows us the 
horrible things we have thought and despicable things we have said. It makes the poor 
decisions of our past come to the forefront of our minds, revealing the truth of our sinful 
condition. But all the dark things we have thought, all the hurtful things we have said and done 
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cannot overcome Him. Jesus was born to overcome all of that wickedness, to shine the light of 
salvation into every corner of darkness. 
 
The Word of God’s Gospel is full of grace. Through the Word, Jesus brings life to us who are 
perishing here on earth. He lights for us a path safely out from under our sin. Jesus does not 
leave us on our own to fend for ourselves. Jesus Christ, the light of the world (John 8:12) 
provides us with comfort and warmth. Jesus came to give all who believe in Him the right to 
call themselves children of God.  
 
St. John writes, “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 
will of man, but of God” (John 1:12–13). This is how we who are born, “dead in our trespasses 
and sins” (Eph. 2:1) can become children of God. Jesus said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:5–6).  
 
The Holy Spirit cleansed us and renewed us by the washing and regeneration of our heart. 
(Titus 3:5) You are born of God in your Baptism, and only God gives this rebirth to you. This 
birth matters far more than your birthday, because it transformed you from “by nature a child 
of wrath,” (Eph. 2:3) into a Child of God and an heir to eternal life in heaven. You believe in 
your Savior Jesus solely by the work of God the Holy Spirit.  
 
By this gracious and miraculous act of God you now believe that Jesus is the Word made flesh, 
born in a stable at Bethlehem. That Jesus took on human flesh and by the shedding of His blood 
you are forgiven of all the sins you have done. Jesus is the answer for all your sinful decisions 
and actions.  
 
According to His humanity, being fully man, born of His virgin mother, he lived, suffered pain, 
and succumbed to death and hell for you. According to His divinity, being fully God, begotten 
of the Father, He lived a perfect life for you under the Law and rose again on the third day for 
your justification. (Romans 4:25) You are now pronounced innocent of all the wrong you have 
done, even more, you are counted righteous. You are perfectly clean now because the crimson 
blood of Christ has cleansed you from all your sin and made you as white as snow. (Isaiah 1:18)  
 
Your bondage to sin is over; the chains have been broken. You are inheritors of eternal life in 
heaven. St Paul writes, “For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but 
you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit 
himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ”(Romans 8:14–17).   
 
On Christmas Day God brought about the miraculous birth of your holy Savior. Then He 
brought about your rebirth through Holy Baptism making you His child and Christ’s brother. 
You are no longer only born of flesh you are born of God.  
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 
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