
 1 

The Third Sunday of Advent 
St. Matthew 11:2-10: “Jesus Keeps His Promises.” 
December 12/13, 2020 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O gracious and merciful Lord Jesus Christ, who by countless signs and wonders showed 
Yourself to be the true Messiah that was to come, in whom alone we trust and do not look for 
another, we give You thanks for the true knowledge of You, and humbly ask You, keep us 
steadfast in Your Word, lest, being offended in You, we be led to depart from You; who lives 
and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and forever. Amen. (The 
Lutheran Liturgy, p.53) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the eleventh chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. We 
read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and 
said to Him, “Are You the One who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.” / As they 
went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed 
in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. What then did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is 
written, ‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.’” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who is everything the Holy Scriptures promised He would be, dear fellow 
redeemed: 
 
There are four main characters in today’s text: John the Baptizer, two of John’s disciples, and 
Jesus. But there were others involved besides these four. In fact, we can assume there were 
many others. Not long before the events of today’s text, Jesus healed a centurion’s servant 
without even entering his house (Luk. 7:1-10). Then He met a funeral procession leaving the city 
of Nain, and with a brief command, He raised a widow’s only son back to life. The evangelist 
Luke tells us that “this report about him spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding 
country” (7:17). We can imagine that the size of the crowds that now followed Jesus were 
significant. 
 
There was a lot of excitement in Judea and Galilee in those days. The major cities in these two 
Jewish territories were only about as far apart as Saude from Mason City or Cresco from 
Rochester—close enough for word to travel. First the strange prophet John attracted all kinds of 
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people in the wilderness by the Jordan River. Then Jesus started preaching and performing 
miracles in Galilee, and great crowds followed Him. 
 
It couldn’t be denied that John and Jesus were somehow connected, but they were not the same 
in appearance or in temperament. John grew up aware of the unique circumstances of his birth 
and of the special mission he would carry out. The son of Zechariah the priest, John studied the 
Scriptures and spent much of his time in the wilderness (Luk. 1:80). When he was about thirty, 
he began preaching a bold message: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (Mat. 3:1). 
 
At first, people might have gone to see him out of curiosity. “Who is this crazy preacher?” 
“Who is this wilderness man dressed in camel’s hair?” But as they listened to him, his words 
started to sink in. He pointed out how they had broken God’s law in their actions, words, and 
thoughts. Even tax collectors and soldiers came admitting their wrongs. And finally, the 
Pharisees and Sadducees also came. John had special words for them, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance” (Mat. 3:7-8). 
 
John preached so boldly and with such authority that the people wondered if he might be the 
Christ. John put those ideas to rest. “I baptize you with water for repentance,” he said, “but he who is 
coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire” (7:11). Someone mightier than John? The people shook with a mixture of 
fear and excitement. Who could this be? When would He reveal Himself? 
 
Then Jesus came to be baptized, and John saw the Holy Spirit descend from heaven like a dove 
and remain on Him. From this time forward, John identified Jesus as “the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world!” (Joh. 1:29). The mighty One had come! But Jesus did not fit the people’s 
expectations. They couldn’t deny the power He had to do miracles. But His preaching and 
teaching didn’t boom like thunder and flash like lightning in the way they had anticipated. 
 
Perhaps this is why not all of John’s disciples left him to follow Jesus. Even after John was 
imprisoned for calling out the sins of King Herod, some of his disciples continued to stick with 
him. When they heard about the miracles Jesus was doing, they reported them to their teacher. 
John sent two of them to ask Jesus, “Are You the One who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 
You can’t tell by today’s text, but by the same account in the Gospel of Luke, it seems that Jesus 
did not answer the question right away. 
 
Jesus was surrounded by a great mass of people, including many with physical problems like 
blindness, deafness, and the inability to walk. Some were infected with disease and others were 
afflicted by demons. It wasn’t the rich, the royal, the famous, and the attractive that surrounded 
Jesus. It was the wretched, the suffering, the depressed, and the needy. Jesus healed these 
people, and He gave them hope. 
 
Without directly answering their question, the disciples of John had their answer. Was Jesus the 
coming One? “Go and tell John what you hear and see,” said Jesus: “the blind receive their sight and 
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good 
news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.” When we hear this list of 
Jesus’ miracles, it is obvious that He must be the Son of God in the flesh. Who else could do 
things like this? 
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But there was more to what Jesus said. It was more than a list of present miracles. It was a list of 
past prophecies that were now being fulfilled. Isaiah prophesied that at the coming of the 
Messiah, “the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame 
man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy” (Isa. 35:5-6). Isaiah also recorded these 
words: “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news 
to the poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to those who are bound” (61:1). 
 
If John’s disciples did not catch the connection between these prophecies and Jesus, we can be 
certain that John made it for them. It was time to set aside their personal expectations of the 
coming One and to trust the testimony of God’s holy Word. That’s a lesson that all of us need to 
learn and re-learn. When we face hardship and pain and difficulty, when we are injured or sick 
or distressed, we are often quick to become impatient and angry: Why do I have to deal with 
this? Why did it have to happen to me? Why did it have to happen right now? 
 
It doesn’t take long for our impatience and anger to be directed at God: If You love me, God, 
why do You let me suffer? If You see my trouble, why don’t You help? We question why He is 
putting us through it, instead of trusting that He will get us through it. At the root of these 
struggles is a failure to trust God’s Word, a failure to put our confidence in His promises. The 
Lord calls us to trust what He says even when it seems like He is ignoring us or is opposed to us 
or is punishing us. 
 
He said to John’s disciples, “blessed is the one who is not offended by Me,” and He says the same to 
you and me today. “Blessed are you if you are not offended by My lowly appearance on earth, 
by My humble behavior, by My suffering, crucifixion, and death. I did all these things for you, 
so that you would have redemption and eternal life. Blessed are you if you are not offended 
when I send you trials and tests, so that I might purify your faith like fine gold and draw you 
closer to Me. Blessed are you if you are not offended by My coming to you still through lowly 
means, through the ministry of weak pastors, through the water of Baptism and the bread and 
wine of My Supper.” 
 
We wish Jesus would operate among us with impressive displays of power. We want a thunder 
and lightning Lord who puts the world in its place and makes it clear to everyone that He 
stands with us. In some ways, we want a John for our Lord instead of Jesus. Everybody 
respected bold John, even King Herod who put him in prison. But John was only a messenger, 
just as the Lord’s servants are today. 
 
The Lord calls His under-shepherds to preach His Word, to point out sin through His Law and 
to point penitent sinners to their salvation through His Gospel. In today’s Epistle lesson (1Co. 
4:1-5), Paul reminds us pastors that we are not the main event. We are only servants and 
stewards. It is really Jesus who is at work among us through His Word and Sacraments. 
 
We gather to Him here like the suffering people in today’s text. We bring our sorrow, pain, and 
distress before Him and ask for His help and comfort. Sometimes He removes our troubles from 
us like He did in healing the blind, the lame, and the deaf. And sometimes He allows our 
suffering to continue like He did with John the Baptizer’s imprisonment. 



 4 

 
Whatever cross Jesus calls you to bear, He promises to carry you through the trial. He comes 
through His Word and Sacraments to feed and fill you. Maybe you get picked on or made fun 
of because you stand up for what is right. He comes to strengthen you and give you courage. 
Maybe you are anxious about your children or grandchildren and the choices they are making. 
He comes to comfort you and guide you in patience and love toward them. Maybe you are 
grieving the loss of your good health or the health of a loved one, or you miss someone who has 
died. Jesus comes to assure you of His victory over sin and death, and He brings you hope for 
the glorious life to come. 
 
You can be sure that He will do these things for you, because He says He will. Jesus never let a 
promise go unfulfilled. Paul writes that “all the promises of God find their Yes in him” (1Co. 1:20). 
Whether you ask Him for forgiveness or a stronger faith or help in your troubles, His answer is 
“Yes,” always “Yes!” His suffering, death, and resurrection to save you is the proof that Jesus 

Keeps His Promises—every single one. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 

 


