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The First Sunday in Advent 
St. Matthew 21:1-9: “A Great Multitude Gathers Around Jesus.” 
November 28/29, 2020 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank You, we bless and praise You forever, that You sent Your 
Son to rule over us poor sinners, who for our transgressions justly deserved to remain in the 
bondage of sin and Satan, and that in Him You gave us a meek and righteous King, who by His 
death became our Savior from sin and eternal death. We beseech You so to enlighten, govern 
and direct us by Your Holy Spirit, that we may ever remain faithful to this righteous King and 
Savior, and not, after the manner of the world, be offended by His humble form and despised 
Word, but, firmly believing in Him, obtain eternal salvation; through the same, Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, 
now and forever. Amen. (Evangelical Lutheran Hymnary, p. 147) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the twenty-first chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
We read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then 
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to Me. If anyone 
says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” / 
This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, “Say to the Daughter of Zion, 
‘Behold, your King is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast 
of burden.’” / The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey 
and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and He sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And 
the crowds that went before Him and that followed Him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who came down to win salvation for sinners and who still comes to bless them 
until He takes them to heaven to live with Him in glory, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Have you ever been someplace where a famous person showed up unexpectedly? Maybe it was 
a popular actor or singer or professional athlete or maybe someone like the President of the 
United States. When they show up, the news of their appearance spreads like fire. A crowd 
starts to form, people getting excited, squeezing in to try to get a better view. 
 
This is something like the scene in Jerusalem when Jesus arrived at the beginning of Holy Week. 
The streets and buildings were swollen with people who had come for the annual Passover 
celebration. Then word started to travel: “Jesus is coming!” Not everyone knew about Him: 
“Who is this?” they asked (Mat. 21:10). “He is the prophet from Nazareth! He does great signs 
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and wonders! He even raised a man from the dead over in Bethany! That man Lazarus is alive 
and well!” 
 
So a great crowd pushed toward the gate where Jesus would arrive drawing others along with 
them like a magnet attracting metal shavings. The people spilled out of the city and spread out 
along the road. By now, the idea was firmly planted in their minds that Jesus was the long-
awaited Messiah. He was the mighty King who would free them from their enemies. 
 
The people of the crowd were not rich dignitaries who could roll out a red carpet and welcome 
Jesus with impressive displays of pomp and circumstance. But they could offer their dusty 
cloaks and lay palm branches on the road as a carpet for his donkey. There were no professional 
musicians and singers organized for His approach. But the people had their own voices to 
employ, so they sang joyfully the words of the messianic Psalm (118:25-26), “Hosanna to the Son 
of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 
 
Now is this the way Jesus would be received if He suddenly appeared somewhere close by 
today? I have no doubt that Jesus would draw a big crowd. And I think He would be welcomed 
with great rejoicing and hopefulness. But it wouldn’t take long before people labeled Him a 
disappointment. By the end of the first week, the crowd would be considerably smaller, and 
Jesus would be looking at more enemies than allies. 
 
That’s what happened in Jerusalem. The people welcomed Him as the King who would restore 
the glory to Israel. He would assert His authority and lead them to freedom from the Romans. 
Besides that, He would bring them healing from their illnesses and pain. He would feed them 
with a never-ending supply of food. It would be a heaven on earth. 
 
Isn’t that what people would expect from Jesus now? They would want Him to solve their 
earthly problems: “Lord, this person has cancer, this person is very ill, this person is severely 
depressed, this person has chronic back pain. Please heal them!” Others would come asking 
Him to fill their cupboards with food or help with their financial issues. And everyone would 
want to know His position on the hot topics of the day: “What political party do You endorse? 
What do You think about a mask mandate? Can we really trust the coronavirus vaccine?” 
 
I don’t think His answers would satisfy anyone. Whenever the Pharisees and teachers of the law 
tried to trap Jesus with their questions, they walked away frustrated. Instead of helping you 
score points against someone, Jesus would turn the focus back on you. “Why are you so eager 
to judge your neighbor? Why are you trying to remove a speck from your brother’s eye when 
there is a log in your own eye? Your duty is to love your neighbors—even your enemies—and 
to pray for those who persecute you” (Mat. 7:1-5, 5:44). 
 
Many would come to Jesus looking for His help with other people’s sins. Few would come 
seeking His forgiveness for their own sins. And that is to misunderstand Jesus, to 
misunderstand God’s purpose in sending His Son to take on our flesh. Jesus did not come to 
make us secure in our self-made righteousness. That sounds something like this: “If you think 
and act like I do, then you are good. If you don’t think and act like I do, then you are bad.” That 
approach lacks both charity and humility. 
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The truth is that all of us are bad. By nature, all of us are self-centered and self-serving. We are 
stubborn and prideful and easily angered. And God sent His Son right into all our bitterness 
and in-fighting. Why? It’s because God loved the world, even this broken, evil world. He sent 
His Son to be the Light in our darkness, to be our Hope and our Righteousness and our 
Salvation. 
 
This is why Jesus came. He came to redeem us sinners. He entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday 
not to defeat the Romans or the Pharisees, but to overcome the works of darkness and conquer 
death itself. By Friday of that week, He was hanging on the cross suffering for your sins and 
mine and for the sins of the whole world. And then the following Sunday He was appearing 
again alive to His disciples who had deserted Him. He was not angry with them; He forgave 
them, just as He forgives you. 
 
And this Jesus, your King, who humbly offered Himself as the sacrifice for your sins and who 
triumphed over your death, still comes to bless you today. He does not come visibly attracting a 
great crowd in some major city. He comes hidden in His Word and Sacraments. He comes to 
meet you in whatever trial or pain or struggle you are currently experiencing. He comes to 
apply His powerful healing through His Word and to strengthen your faith. 
 
He even attaches His own body and blood to earthly elements, so you can be sure that He has 
come, sure that He has imparted the blessings He promises. We welcome Him here to our altar 
just as the people welcomed Him to Jerusalem so long ago: “Blessed is He who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” We do not lay down our cloaks or palm branches at the altar. 
We lay down the burden of our sin and guilt, our judgmental attitude toward our neighbor, our 
lack of love. We lay these things before the righteous Judge, and He says to us, “This is My body; 
this is My blood—given and shed for you for the remission of your sins.” 
 
But His present coming in the means of grace is ignored by the world and even by some 
Christians. This year has exposed the way many people view the gathering of Christians. 
Unbelievers view it as unessential at best and as dangerous at worst. They really see it as no 
different than the gathering of any other worldly organization. If they believe there is a God, 
they don’t believe He actually comes down to meet us in physical things like words and water, 
bread and wine. 
 
And then there are even some Christians who say, “You don’t have to go to church to be a 
Christian!” And, “Church is not a building; we are the church!” There is truth in both 
statements. If all we cared about was the church building, and how pretty it is, and how just 
sitting there makes us feel better, then we are putting too much stock in wood and plaster and 
paint. We Christians can do without a building. But we cannot do without Christ.  
 
Christ’s holy Word and Sacraments are essential to us Christians. They are the lifeline between 
us and our gracious Lord. They are the way He gives us the healing, help, and strength that we 
cannot get anywhere else. We don’t need to receive these blessings in a church building, but we 
do need to receive them. And Jesus is glad to come to us. He is glad to deliver His gifts. He 
wants to ease our troubled conscience. He wants to alleviate our doubts and fears. He wants to 
bring us the assurance that when this life comes to an end, a much better life awaits. 
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We who gather around Jesus today are just a small part of the great multitude that has followed 
Him since time began. We face troubles that are unique to us, but that many have experienced 
before us. We are not the first of Jesus’ followers to suffer, and He has brought countless 
believers through suffering into glory. He has led His people through every imaginable distress 
and conflict, and He will do the same for us. 
 
So we repent of our mistrust and our worry. Jesus is still here with us. He still brings us His rich 
blessings. Just as He entered Jerusalem to save, so He still comes among us to save. Here He is 
present in His Word and Sacraments to bless us. And soon He will come again visibly to unite 
the great multitude of believers in His kingdom which has no end. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


