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Midweek Lent Homily 
Genesis 22:1-14: “God Will Provide the Lamb.” 
March 4, 2020 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

Behold, the Lamb! 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Genesis 22:1-14 

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 
He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” So 
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with 
him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the 
place of which God had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the 
place from afar. Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the 
boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” And Abraham took the wood of 
the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So 
they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he 
said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a 
burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my 
son.” So they went both of them together. / When they came to the place of which God had told 
him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid 
him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 
slaughter his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 
Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do 
anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, 
your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him 
was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it 
up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the name of that place, “The LORD 
will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” (ESV) 
 

“O Lord Jesus, here I see Your crown of thorns. The ram was caught in a thicket by its thorns, 
and its head was tangled on a thorn-branch…. You wore a crown of thorns to remove God’s 
curse and wrath from us who dwell on the earth and to bring us the eternal blessing…. The ram 
had to shed its blood. O Lord Jesus, You had to shed Your holy blood, that our blood-red sins 
might be made white as snow…. [T]hank You for reconciling us to the heart of Your heavenly 
Father by Your very own blood.” Amen. (Valerius Herberger, The Great Words of God, parts 3 & 
4, pp. 109-110) 

 
In Christ Jesus, the fulfillment of the LORD’s covenant with Abraham, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
When Abraham was seventy-five years old, the LORD promised him, “I will make of you a great 
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great” (Gen. 12:2). But Abraham and his wife Sarah 
had no children. More time passed, and the LORD said again, “Look toward heaven, and number 
the stars, if you are able to number them…. So shall your offspring be” (15:5). Still more time passed. 
Now Abraham was ninety-nine years old, and his wife Sarah was eighty-nine. Who ever heard 
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of a couple this old conceiving a child? But the LORD kept His promise. They did conceive a 
child, and a healthy baby boy named Isaac was born. 
 
Imagine how they doted on their son! Not only did they have to wait twenty-five years for God 
to keep His promise, not only was Isaac born to them in their old age, but he was also the 
beginning of a great nation. The LORD had promised Abraham, “I will make you exceedingly 
fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. And I will establish my 
covenant between me and you and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you” (17:6-7). 
 
But after some time when Isaac had grown and was perhaps in his teens, God told Abraham to 
take his son “to the land of Moriah and offer him there as a burnt offering.” Along with this 
command, the LORD’s description of his son almost seemed cruel, “Take your son, your only son 
Isaac, whom you love… and offer him.” These were shocking and troubling words. We can only 
imagine what was going through Abraham’s mind: “Sacrifice my son, the son of the promise? 
But You said nations and kings would come from me! You said Your covenant between You 
and me and my offspring was an everlasting covenant! Take my life, O Lord, but not my son!” 
 
But Abraham obeyed. He set off with Isaac and two servants, and they came in sight of Moriah 
on the third day. He told the servants to wait there while he and his son went to worship. Then 
he said they would come back again. Did Abraham lie to his servants? It seems like it. How 
could he and Isaac return if Isaac was to be killed? But in fact Abraham did not lie. The author 
of the book of Hebrews fills us in on what Abraham believed: “He considered that God was able 
even to raise [Isaac] from the dead” (11:19). Abraham fully intended to kill his son, and he fully 
expected the LORD to raise him back to life. How else could God keep His earlier promises? 
 
So Abraham and Isaac continued on to the place of sacrifice. Abraham had Isaac carry the 
wood, while he took the fire and the knife. Isaac noticed that something was missing: “Behold, 
the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? And Abraham said, “God will provide 
for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” And God did provide the lamb. Just when 
Abraham was ready to kill his son, “the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven” and stopped 
him. “[N]ow I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 
Abraham showed that he loved the LORD more than his only son. The LORD’s promise was 
primary; nothing was more important than the Word of the living God. 
 
The LORD provided a lamb that day, a ram whose horns were caught in a nearby thicket. 
Abraham offered this ram as a sacrifice to God, and he and Isaac returned to the servants and 
went home. But this episode was far more than a trip to a lonely place, a test of faith, and an 
offering to God. This episode was all about the Messiah. 
 
The LORD’s description of Abraham’s son was not cruelty, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, 
whom you love.” It was a description that God the Father could apply to His own Son. The 
Messiah is the only-begotten Son of the Father, begotten of His Father from eternity. And He 
was a perfect Son, without fault, without sin. This did not change with His incarnation. When 
He was baptized and when He was transfigured on the mountain, the Father said about Him, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” (Mat. 3:17, 17:5). The Father loved His Son. 
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But He also loved the world, a world that had rebelled against Him and deserved nothing from 
Him but eternal punishment. And this is how He showed His love: He sent His only-begotten 
Son to save sinners. His perfect Son would be sacrificed in their place. His perfect Son would 
absorb His holy wrath for sin, so they would be freed from condemnation and death. 
 
So God’s Son set out for Moriah. That hill where Abraham built an altar was the very place 
where Jerusalem would later be established and God’s holy temple would stand. Like Isaac, 
Jesus came to this place as the sacrificial lamb. Like Isaac, He carried the wood on which He 
would be sacrificed. Like Isaac, He trusted His Father even as sharp instruments were readied 
to harm Him. 
 
But nobody stepped in when thorns and nails pierced the flesh of Jesus. Nobody stepped in 
when His Father in heaven punished Him in the place of all sinners. Nobody stepped in when 
the eternal fires of hell tormented Him. Isaac did not have to die. But Jesus did. 
 
Jesus had to die for you. That was the only way to redeem you, a lost and condemned creature. 
It was the only way to purchase and win you from all sins, from death, and from the power of 
the devil. A holy sacrifice was required for your salvation, and God provided it. Abraham was 
right, “God will provide the lamb.” The Lamb that God provided was His only Son. 
 
Abraham never forgot the ram God gave him to sacrifice instead of his son Isaac. And God did 
not forget His promise. He did make a great nation from Abraham. From his offspring all the 
nations of the earth were blessed (Gen. 22:18). That includes you. From the line of Abraham and 
Isaac came the world’s Savior, the one who took your sins to Himself and blotted them out by 
the shedding of His blood. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 

+  +  + 
 


