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St. Titus, Bishop & Confessor 
Titus 2:11-15: “God’s Grace Changes Us.” 
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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O Father in heaven, we pray that You would not look upon our sins, nor on their account deny 
our prayer, for we are not worthy of anything we ask, neither have we deserved it. But we pray 
that You would give us everything by grace, for we daily sin much and deserve nothing but 
punishment; and we on our part will heartily forgive and readily do good to those who sin 
against us. In Jesus’ name we ask it. Amen. (Small Catechism, Explanation to the Fifth Petition) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the second chapter of St. Paul’s Letter to St. Titus. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the 
present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for 
Himself a people for His own possession who are zealous for good works. / Declare these 
things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard you. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, whose abundant grace covers all our sin, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Back in the 1930s, a prominent Lutheran pastor in Germany coined the term “cheap grace.” He 
didn’t apply the term to God, as though God were giving something second rate to sinners. He 
applied it to Christians, to those who use grace as a cover up for sin, who care very little about 
repenting of their sin and amending their lives. They are like spoiled children who expect their 
overindulgent parents to bail them out no matter what trouble they get into. Grace to them has 
become so common, so expected, that they hardly value it anymore. It has become cheap. 
 
The Christians in Corinth were guilty of looking at grace in this way. The Corinthian 
congregation was marked by all sorts of divisions. Some minimized grace and taught that the 
Old Testament civil and ceremonial laws needed to be kept for salvation. Others used grace as a 
license to sin and boasted about having Christian freedom even in areas that went against the 
Commandments of God. The Apostle Paul rebuked them for abusing God’s grace in these ways. 
We have this rebuke in his First Letter to the Corinthians. 
 
We also have a Second Letter to the Corinthians, a follow up to some of the issues Paul had 
raised. In this letter, he mentioned a visit of his co-worker Titus to the congregation. Titus, who 
we remember today, was a Gentile man who accompanied Paul and Barnabas to Jerusalem 
before they set out on their missionary journeys (Gal. 2:1). He was a trusted associate of Paul’s, 
so Paul sent him to guide and teach the Corinthian congregation. 
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When he arrived, Titus learned how strongly Paul’s Letter had affected the people. The 
congregation received Titus “with fear and trembling” (2Co. 7:15). They were not so much afraid 
of Paul’s messenger as they were of Paul’s message. They did not want to be found outside of 
God’s grace. 
 
This same concern should be in the mind and heart of every Christian. We should want nothing 
more than to remain in God’s grace. But how can we be sure we will? We have been taught 
since our youth that grace has nothing to do with us. It is God’s undeserved love for us. Since it 
comes from God, there is nothing I can do to make sure I stay in it, is there? 
 
It is certainly true that grace is a gift from God to us. We can’t earn it, and we don’t deserve it. 
Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 
it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” Grace means we owe nothing to 
God for our salvation. It is not a loan that we have to pay back by our good works or any other 
sacrifice. Grace is freely given. It reflects the love of the Giver and not the worthiness of the 
receiver (Rom. 5:8). 
 
Grace does not cost us anything, but it did cost Jesus. The Apostle Peter describes the price of 
our ransom. It was “not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of 
Christ” (1Pe. 1:18-19). Jesus paid for our salvation by the shedding of His holy blood. He 
suffered the torments of hell and death on a cross to save us. That was the cost of His grace. 
Grace is G-R-A-C-E: God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. 
 
Such a deep love, such faithfulness toward sinners demands some response, doesn’t it? Think 
about if your reckless or negligent behavior caused millions of dollars of damage, and someone 
stepped up to pay the price. How would you react? Or how about if someone took care of your 
significant credit card debt or the debt on your property? You would be totally humbled. You 
would feel indebted to that generous individual for the rest of your life. I imagine you would 
want to live a life worthy of the gift. 
 
If you would feel that way about the cancellation of a temporary debt of money, how much 
more to have an eternal debt cancelled? That is what Jesus has done for you. He cancelled your 
debt of sin and death and opened heaven to you. People used to give great sums of money to 
get their loved ones transferred from purgatory to heaven (and some still do). But that is not 
necessary. Jesus paid the price to get us right into heaven—no purgatory required! 
 
God’s grace does not cost us anything, but it should have an affect on us. In his Letter to Titus, 
Paul wrote that God’s grace trains us “to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-
controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age.” It makes sense. Since Jesus saved us by His 
grace, shouldn’t we want to please Him? Shouldn’t we want to live the way God commands us 
to? To do otherwise is to abuse the grace we have been given. It is to treat it as something 
common, something cheap. 
 
We want to show others how much we value God’s gift of grace by reflecting His love in the 
way we talk and how we conduct ourselves. We want them to know that God’s grace makes a 
difference in our lives, that it changed our hearts and minds. We are still sinners, but by God’s 



 3 

grace we are sinners at peace with Him because of Jesus’ suffering and death. We are mortal, 
but by God’s grace we have the sure hope of eternal life in heaven because of Jesus’ 
resurrection. 
 
Those who do not know God’s grace live very different lives. They struggle along as though 
everything depends on them. They carry the burden of guilt for many wrongs done and many 
good deeds left undone. They pin all their hope for progress in the world on elected officials 
and other powerful people, and they are routinely disappointed. They tremble at the prospect 
of death and grieve without hope at the loss of loved ones. 
 
God’s grace makes all the difference. His grace allows us to look forward with eagerness and 
not backward with regret. It changes everything about our past and about our future. If we 
have failed and let down the people we care about, if we have caused hurt intentionally or 
unintentionally, we can move ahead by God’s grace knowing He looks with favor upon us and 
forgives our sins. By God’s grace, we can start out fresh again today and try to do better. 
 
In his Letter to Titus, Paul speaks about how God’s grace works in the lives of His people, and 
how it leads them to show love to those around them. Paul writes that: 

 Older men give evidence of this grace by being “sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, 
sound in faith, in love, and in steadfastness” (2:1). 

 Older women are “reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. They “teach 
what is good,” especially encouraging the younger women (v. 3). 

 Younger women “love their husbands and children,” and are “self-controlled, pure, working at 
home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands” (vv. 4-5). 

 Younger men are also “self-controlled” and faithfully carry out their responsibilities (v. 6). 
These loving attitudes and actions toward each other are given by grace, not because they are 
deserved or earned. We do not show love for one another as a reward, but as a reflection of the 
undeserved love God has for us. 
 
By His grace, Jesus redeemed us—bought us back—from our lawless and selfish behavior. He 
shed His blood so He might cleanse us from all our sins and purify us for His work. We’re not 
just spinning our wheels anymore like unbelievers who have no purpose beyond satisfying 
their own desires. God has called us to carry out His will toward our neighbors, to love and 
serve them in His name, so they might be drawn to Him and receive His grace. 
 
These are the things Paul charged Titus to do and teach as a pastor and bishop. He left Titus on 
the island of Crete, so Titus could help establish congregations and appoint pastors to serve 
them. Though his work occasionally took him to other places (2Ti. 4:10), he is thought to have 
died in Crete at an old age (c. A. D. 96). He no doubt had many administrative tasks to carry 
out, but his primary work was to administer the means of grace. 
 
The same is true for pastors still today. Our calling from God through the congregations we 
serve is to administer the means of grace. It is to deliver and apply God’s grace in Baptism, the 
Lord’s Supper, and the preaching of the Word. But before we apply the Gospel, we must apply 
the law. We must remind people of their need for God’s grace because of their sin. 
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But once they are convicted by the law and repent of their sin, we declare God’s grace. We 
announce the forgiveness of sin and new life through Jesus. And so I declare it to you today: 
God has not cast you away because of your sin. He does not hold you to your eternal debt. He 
forgives you all your sin because Jesus paid the price in full. He met the cost of your salvation 
and eternal life. 
 
He gave Himself up for you because He loves you. He wants you to know that His steadfast 
love never ceases, and that His mercies are new every morning (Lam. 3:22-23). He wants you to 
know that your life matters and that you are needed by those around you. He wants you to 
have the “blessed hope” in this life, the knowledge that He will come again in His glory to take 
you out of this world of trouble. 
 
All of this is by grace. It is an uncommon grace. It was costly, not cheap, and it is yours in rich 
supply. By God’s grace you are different than you used to be. God has changed you from a 
servant of sin, Satan, and death to His child and an heir of life. He has given you confidence and 
hope not in what you do for others or for Him, but in what He has done for you. Salvation is by 
His grace alone, and that changes everything. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


