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The Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Romans 12:6-16: “God Gives so We May Give.” 
January 18/19, 2020 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

“[H]eavenly Father, [we pray] that Your people may be shining lights in this world’s darkness. 
To this end grant that we may be united in brotherly love and zeal to do the holy work set 
before us, fervent in the purpose of our calling, loyal in every test of faithfulness, joyful in our 
promised hope, steadfast in every trial, benevolent toward all men, generous in hospitality, and 
holding fast to all that is good. Grant that we who are called out of darkness into the marvelous 
light of Christ may thus show forth His praises.” In His name we ask it. Amen. (adapted from 
Altar Prayers for the Church Year, Clemens Zeidler, p. 30) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the twelfth chapter of St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in 
proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one 
who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with 
zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. / Let love be genuine. Abhor what is 
evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in 
showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, 
be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to 
show hospitality. / Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with 
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, whose grace and compassion and patience toward sinners never changes and 
never runs out, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
What is the point of marriage? This is one of the major questions of our time. Many have 
answered that there is no point to marriage. Some see it as nothing more than a traditional 
practice that one can take or leave. Others see it as a needless restriction that keeps people from 
living their lives however they want. Whatever people think it is, they have to acknowledge 
that marriage has been around for a long time. They would be hard-pressed to name a 
civilization or time where an official joining together of man and woman did not take place. 
 
Jesus certainly approved of marriage. He defended it against those who would make it a non-
binding contract (Mat. 19:3-9). And He Himself attended weddings, like the one we heard about 
in today’s Gospel (Joh. 2:1-11). But there is an even stronger testimony and support for the 
Lord’s positive view of marriage. He called Himself the Bridegroom of the Church His bride 
(Mat. 9:15, 25:1-13). By referring to His relationship with penitent sinners in this way, Jesus 
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showed that marriage is a sacred institution. It is an institution established by God and given by 
Him as a gift. 
 
Through marriage, God gives many blessings. He gives companionship, stability, and 
protection. He gives intimacy and the joy of sexual union. He gives children, family, and 
community. But marriage fails when it is seen solely for what one spouse or the other can get 
out of it. It thrives when each spouse considers what they can give to each other. A marriage 
characterized by mutual self-sacrifice will be a healthy and happy marriage. 
 
The same goes for our other relationships in life. Our calling as God’s children is not to put 
ourselves first and expect everyone to serve us, but to put others first and see how we can serve 
them. This is what St. Paul describes in his Letter to the Romans. At the beginning of chapter 12 
which we heard last week, Paul urged the recipients of the letter “by the mercies of God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God” (v. 1). Along with this, he said we 
should humbly follow God’s Word and recognize that we are part of something big—the body 
of Christ. 
 
The next portion of chapter 12, today’s reading, outlines our responsibilities toward one another 
in the body of Christ. Paul writes: “Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us 
use them.” He says that the gifts Jesus gives to the members of His body differ. The members of 
Christ’s body do not all have the same function. 
 
What this means is that those believers who form the body of Christ with you, may not be all 
that much like you. Their personality may be entirely different than yours. They may not think 
the way you think. They may not be motivated by the same things you are, or have the same 
priorities that you do. The things that are meaningful to you might have little meaning to them. 
The way you see things and the plans you have for the future may look very different than 
theirs. And yet, you are part of the same body! 
 
But this is how the human body works, doesn’t it? There is not much about the eye that is 
similar to the ear, and not much about the head that is like the foot. But what would a body be 
without the great assortment of its parts? Or to ask it another way: what parts of your body 
would you rather not have? What parts could you do without? Every part works together for 
the whole. If one part suffers—like a sore back or a broken bone—the whole body suffers. A 
person can live without eyesight or hearing or a leg, but life is more difficult when this happens. 
 
So “having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us,” we use them. Paul lists seven of these 
gifts that believers employ for each other’s good. Some have the gift of prophecy; they are able 
to clearly understand and explain what the Bible says. Some have the gift of service; they gladly 
carry out the tasks they have been assigned. Some have the gift of teaching; they love to share 
what they have learned. Some have the gift of exhortation; they encourage those around them 
to continue in their Christian faith and life. Some have the gift of generosity; they give out of 
love and not for show. Some have the gift of leadership or oversight; they work to keep the 
body united in Christ. And some have the gift of mercy; they are eager and happy to help those 
around them. 
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As much as we would like to excel at all of these things, we probably don’t. Some of them come 
more naturally to us than others. That is why they are called “gifts.” They are given to us by our 
gracious God. But just because we have been given one gift over another, does not mean we can 
ignore the rest of them. We may not believe we have the gifts of prophecy or teaching or 
exhortation, but that does not mean we can ignore the study of God’s Word and leave it to 
someone else. We may not think we have the gifts of service or generosity, but that does not 
mean we should withhold our time, talents, or treasures when and where they are needed. 
 
Our perception of the gifts God has given us may also be skewed by our own sinful desires. It is 
a little too convenient to say I lack the gifts exactly in those areas where I have no interest in 
serving my neighbor. That sounds like something much more human than divine. It is not for 
us to decide what gifts we have. It is for God to give them as He wills. So if you find yourself in 
a situation where service is required of you, you can trust God to equip you to serve. Or if you 
find that what is most needed is teaching or leadership or mercy, you can pray for God’s 
guidance to complete the task until He turns it over to someone else. 
 
God does not give His gifts for your own self-fulfillment or self-enjoyment, though there is 
certainly fulfillment and enjoyment in doing what God calls us to do. God gives so that the 
members of Christ’s body can be a blessing and strength to one another and a blessing to their 
community as well. God Gives so We May Give. That is why we are here, to share the grace 
and glory of God that we have received through the kindness and compassion of our Savior 
Jesus. 
 
This selfless giving is something we have to be reminded to do, because our sinful nature likes 
to put itself first. That’s why we call it the “old Adam.” Just like Adam and Eve put themselves 
over God and one another, this is what our sinful nature wants to have us do. But the new self, 
the new man of faith wants the opposite. The new man of faith wants to serve God and 
neighbor. It wants to show the love God has shown us. 
 
These acts and attitudes of love are spelled out by Paul in his letter, that we be loving, kind, 
joyful, hopeful, patient, prayerful, generous, hospitable, humble. But what if my neighbor is 
unkind? What if he or she throws my good efforts back in my face? What if he or she treats me 
like dirt? Jesus doesn’t teach us to treat people the way they treat us. He teaches us to treat them 
the way He treats us. 
 
And how does He treat us? With patience, bearing with us even when we sin and grow bitter 
toward others. With grace, loving us even when there is little love in our hearts. With 
forgiveness, removing all our transgressions from us “as far as the east is from the west” (Psa. 
103:12). With humility, coming to us through His Word and Sacraments, so He might 
strengthen and keep us in the faith. 
 
God’s gifts delivered according to His grace never run out. He does not run out of love and 
compassion and mercy toward us. He is not like us. He does not give up when we offend Him. 
He does not keep a record of our wrongs. He does not turn His back on us or close the door 
when we wander away from Him. He comes after us like a shepherd searching for His sheep 
until we are found. 
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This is the attitude we should have in our relationships, whether in our marriages, families, 
communities, or congregation. We want to show patience with no expiration date. We want to 
show love with no limit. We want to forgive with no strings attached. You and I cannot produce 
these godly virtues on our own. But God can work them in us, and He promises to do exactly 
that. 
 
Apart from God, we have nothing good to give. But connected to Him by faith and 
continuously receiving His gifts through His powerful Word, we are filled up and supplied 
with all that we need to do good for others. “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to 
everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Gal. 6:10). Then we will be a joy 
and a strength to one another, and God will be glorified. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


