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The First Sunday after Epiphany 
Romans 12:1-5: “You Are Part of Something Big!” 
January 11/12, 2020 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O Blessed Lord, who in the days of Your earthly childhood earnestly desired to be about Your 
Father’s business: Give us the grace of Your Holy Spirit early to seek You and evermore to 
follow You; that being continuously aided by Your grace, we may be exercised in Your service; 
who lives and reigns with the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. (Parish Prayers, ed. Frank 
Colquhoun, p. 44) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the twelfth chapter of St. Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. / For by the grace given to me 
I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to 
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as 
in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so 
we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who by His suffering, death, and resurrection redeemed the world of sinners, so 
that they might have purpose, contentment, and hope, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Nobody expected the twelve-year-old Jesus to do what He did. He and His parents had gone to 
Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. When the massive crowd began to fan out and start 
their journey home, Joseph and Mary assumed Jesus was with relatives or friends. When He did 
not turn up, they went looking for Him and found Him three days letter in the temple. He was 
“sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions” (Luk. 2:46). All on His own, 
Jesus went to the temple, His “Father’s house” (v. 49), so He could hear and learn the Scriptures. 
That was not typical twelve-year-old behavior. But then Jesus was not the typical twelve-year-
old. 
 
What are the kinds of things we expect from twelve-year-olds today? This is a time when major 
changes are happening in their lives. There are huge physical, cognitive, and emotional changes 
going on. There are signs of maturity and maybe more mood swings. The twelve-year-old is in 
the process of transforming from a child to an adult. But he or she is not an adult yet. Twelve-
year-olds need love, guidance, discipline, and clear expectations, just as all young people do. 
They need to be molded into God-fearing members of the church and responsible members of 
society. 
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It always makes me cringe when parents say that they will wait to let their children choose their 
own religious path when they are older. This is another way of saying that there is no clear 
teaching about God, that there is no such thing as objective truth, that one religion is no better 
than another. What foolishness! We have our kids listen to our favorite music, watch our 
favorite movies, cheer for the right sports teams, and follow our lead in so many other areas. 
But we’re not going to teach them anything about God?! 
 
Whatever we do not actively teach our children, they will learn from someone else. Everything 
we know was learned. Think about yourself: how much of your personality and preferences 
have formed with no outside influence from others? I’m not sure it is even possible. We are 
products of the place where we are and the people we are around. On a spiritual level, we are 
influenced by the living God through His Word, or by the tugging and tempting of our own 
sinful nature, the devil, and the world. 
 
In his letter to the Christians in Rome, the Apostle Paul urged them not to “be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.” To “be conformed to this world” is to be 
shaped and molded by the unbelieving world rather than by the divine Word. We feel this 
pressure to conform in so many ways, and we can think of many times that we have given in to 
this pressure. 
 
Maybe we have softened our stance on sexual morality and say with the world that as long as a 
sexual relationship is consensual, there is no problem with it. Or we have changed our views on 
marriage and divorce, and we support the breaking apart of what God has joined together if 
husband and wife don’t love each other like they used to. Or we adopt the world’s thinking that 
nothing is more important than self-fulfillment, recognition for one’s work, and financial 
security. 
 
Every single one of us is influenced by the unbelieving culture we live in. The devil is eager to 
see that this happens, and our sinful nature is happy to cooperate. We have “conformed to this 
world” in ways we are not even aware of. We begin to recognize this conformity when we ask 
ourselves how much our thoughts are directed toward doing God’s will in a given day or week 
and how much we are focused on doing our own will. 
 
“Do not be conformed to this world,” says Paul. But going against the world is not easy. It is much 
easier to swim with the cultural current. Every young person who has faced peer pressure 
knows this is the case. It is hard to say no. It is hard to be singled out when we want so much to 
fit in. It is hard to be laughed at and attacked. It is hard to be alone. 
 
Going against the world and living by the Word is not comfortable. It requires sacrifice. Jesus 
knows this. He lived that life. His own people wanted Him to be their earthly king. They 
wanted Him to lead them, feed them, and heal them. The religious leaders wanted His 
endorsement, His stamp of approval. Nobody got what they wanted. 
 
What Jesus got for denying their expectations was hatred, rejection, ridicule, and pain—
immeasurable pain. Crowds of people had flocked to Him, even up to the Sunday before His 
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death. But then He was sentenced and nailed to a cross, all alone, forsaken even by His own 
Father in heaven. Jesus had not “conformed to this world,” and it ended with a lonely death. 
 
He knows it is no easy charge when He says, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and follow me” (Luk. 9:23). He knows what will happen to those who 
refuse the world and their own desires and follow His Word. They will carry a cross like He 
did, and they will suffer. But they will not have to suffer like He suffered. He suffered alone, 
bearing the sins of the whole world. He suffered the eternal punishment of hell in the place of 
all sinners. 
 
When you suffer, you do not suffer alone. You join Jesus in His suffering; or rather He joins 
you. And He also connects you with other godly sufferers, with others who reject the false 
promises of the world. The believers around you have been “transformed” like you have “by the 
renewal of your mind.” You see things differently now. You have changed. The Greek word for 
“transformed” is where we get our word “metamorphosis.” It is the same word used for Jesus’ 
transformation on the mountain when “his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as 
light” (Mat. 17:2). 
 
You and I were transformed from darkness to light, from death to life, from unbelief to belief 
when the Holy Spirit brought us to faith in Jesus through His Gospel. We were changed “by the 
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit” in holy Baptism (Ti. 3:5). Like a caterpillar 
emerging from its cocoon a butterfly, we were “born again” (Joh. 3:3). In the waters of baptism, 
we were wrapped in the cocoon of Christ’s death, and we emerged with Him in His 
resurrection (Rom. 6:4). 
 
We have “newness of life” now that we have been joined to Christ. By faith in Him we have 
gained all the benefits of His perfect life and atoning death. His perfect keeping of the law 
covers over our less-than-holy record. His cleansing blood washes away all our sins of choosing 
the world over the Word, from the sins of our youth to the present day. Jesus has freed us from 
the hopeless expectations and empty promises of the world. He has freed us to live—truly 
live—to live with purpose in this life and to die with the joy-filled expectation of the life to 
come. 
 
It may feel lonely to go against what the world wants you to do, but you are not alone. You Are 

Part of Something Big—much bigger than the world. You are part of the body of Christ. You 
are joined to Him “who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
is seated at the right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:2). Out of love for you and on your behalf, 
He conquered the devil, destroyed death, and overcame the world. In Jesus, you are no loser, 
even if the world calls you one for following Him. 
 
As a Christian, you may feel alone in your classroom, at your job, in your community. This is 
why God called you to be part of a congregation, to be connected with fellow Christians who 
are dealing with the same things you are. They are here to encourage, help, and support you on 
your journey through life. They are here to walk with you through good and bad times. They 
are here to comfort you in your pain and grief and to warn you if you start to separate from the 
body. You are not alone. As Paul writes, “we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
members one of another.” 
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That is something big—bigger than this world and bigger than this life. We are just one link in a 
long chain of believers that stretches back to Adam and Eve. The temptations and challenges we 
face today are nothing new. We are not the first to struggle. We are not the first to fail. But we 
have a Savior who loves us, and who sacrificed Himself to save us. He is the Head of His body 
the Church. He is the One who works for us and in us, so that “by the mercies of God,” we might 
“present [our] bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God.” 
 
By faith in Jesus, we are acceptable in God’s sight. Our sacrifices for Him are acceptable because 
of Jesus’ sacrifice. There is nothing more that we could be or do or accomplish that Jesus has not 
already completed. So whether you are twelve or twenty or sixty or whatever age, in Christ you 
have everything that you need. There is nothing you lack before God. You Are Part of 
Something Big! 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


