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The First Sunday after Christmas 
Galatians 4:1-7: “Adopted!” 
December 28/29, 2019 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

LORD God, gracious Father, who in the fullness of time sent Your Son to assume our flesh and 
become our Brother, we thank You for Your truth and fatherly goodness in giving us this 
Savior, by whose birth we are delivered from sin, death, Satan, and hell; and we humbly ask 
You, keep us until the end in true knowledge of our Redeemer, that, with all the holy angels, we 
may rejoice at His nativity and behold Him, together with You and the Holy Spirit, in glory and 
majesty, now and forever. Amen. (The Lutheran Liturgy, p. 57) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the fourth chapter of St. Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner 
of everything, but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by his father. In the 
same way we also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the 
world. / But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

(ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who came at Christmas to set us free from our sin and the condemnation of the 
law, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Adoption should be as simple as connecting a parentless child with childless parents. This child 
needs a home, and this home wants a child. But there are complicating factors. One of them is 
cost; the process of adoption can be very expensive. Another is location; the children who need 
homes may not be close to the people who want to adopt. Another factor is the health of a child 
or whether he or she has special needs. Another is the child’s age; the older the child, the less 
likely he or she is to be adopted. 
 
Imagine the child in the orphanage who sees kids come and go, while he stays put. The orphans 
and caretakers are the only family he knows. He plays with the kids his age. They develop 
unique methods of communication like siblings or close friends do. The older orphans tease 
him. The younger ones look up to him as a big brother. But this orphan family is temporary. 
Smiling people arrive to adopt his friends but not him. He hates to see his friends leave. Where 
are they all going? Will he ever see them again? Will there ever be a home for him? 
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Gentle caretakers find ways to comfort overlooked children or at least distract them from the 
nagging questions. These caretakers represent the only love from an adult that the orphan has 
ever known. But there are harsh caretakers too, ones who do not love the children in their care. 
These tell the orphans left behind that nobody wants them because they aren’t nice enough or 
attractive enough or smart enough. “You can just stop dreaming right now,” they say. “You’re 
never getting out of here.” 
 
The Apostle Paul writes about a scenario like this in his letter to the Christian congregation in 
Galatia. He stopped in Galatia during his missionary journeys because of some sort of “bodily 
ailment” (Gal. 4:13). While there he preached the Gospel, and many heard the Word gladly and 
believed. But after Paul left, other teachers came. They did not proclaim the comfort of the 
Gospel but urged the people to abide by all the rules and regulations of Old Testament law if 
they wanted to be saved. 
 
Paul summed up the issue clearly in his letter. He said: “Formerly, when you did not know God, 
you were enslaved to those that by nature are not gods. But now that you have come to know God, or 
rather to be known by God, how can you turn back again to the weak and worthless elementary principles 
of the world, whose slaves you want to be once more? You observe days and months and seasons and 
years! I am afraid I may have labored over you in vain” (Gal. 4:8-11). 
 
So the Galatian Christians had gone back to “the elementary principles.” They had gone back to 
the law. They had gone back to all the regulations of the Old Testament that governed how they 
were to live. Instead of focusing on what God had done for them, they were focusing on what 
they must do for God. That focus can only lead to pridefulness and then despair. Paul explained 
that this is like the child who stands to inherit everything but has nothing until the appointed 
time. Until he inherits, he “is no different than a slave.” We are slaves like that, he says, when we 
go back to “the elementary principles” of the law and ignore the Gospel. 
 
There is no comfort in God’s law. The law does not encourage us. It does not lift us up. The holy 
law is like the harsh caretaker in the orphanage. It tells us we are not good enough to please 
God. It points out the wrongs we have done. It shows us why God would never let us into His 
home as we are by nature. We are failures. We are ugly. We are undesirable. The law gives us 
no reason to hope we will ever escape God’s wrath. “Is that what you want?” asks Paul. “Will 
you set aside the Gospel and run back to the law?” 
 
The law serves its purpose. It condemns us. It exposes the selfishness, weakness, and arrogance 
of sinners. How could we ever think that we had lived the life God demands? This was like the 
young man who asked Jesus what more he had to do to have eternal life. He claimed that he 
had kept all the Commandments. So Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you 
possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me” (Mat. 19:21). 
That was too much for the young man. He wasn’t willing to part with his “great possessions” (v. 
22). 
 
The reality is that we are further away from holiness than we think. Consider how you react 
when things don’t go your way, or when you are tested by health problems and pains. Do you 
meet these trials with patience and a humble trust in the Lord? Or what do you do when 
someone says something mean about you? Are you quick to respond with kindness and to 
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forgive? Or do you like to compare yourself with others and use that as the benchmark for how 
well you have lived? Righteousness before God is not a matter of being better than others. God 
requires a spotless life. Can you honestly say when you go to bed at night that there is no 
blemish of sin on your record for that day? 
 
Jesus could say that. He was always patient, obedient, forgiving, humble. The Apostle Peter, 
who spent three years with Him, wrote that “He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his 
mouth. When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but 
continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly” (1Pe. 2:22-23). If someone spent three years 
with you, would they ever see you sin? How about three days? How about three hours? Peter 
never saw Jesus sin, because Jesus never did. 
 
“God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law.” 
Jesus officially took on the demands of the law when He was circumcised the eighth day after 
His birth (which falls on January 1st on our calendar). He did this not to prove anything about 
Himself, but to keep the law perfectly for the rest of us. Our confidence and strength are not in 
how well we have kept the law, but in how well Jesus kept the law. 
 
So the law rightly condemns our sin. It shows us how flawed we are, how unworthy to be 
accepted by the holy God. It is that harsh caretaker. But it does not say the same thing about 
Jesus. The law found nothing lacking in Him. The law declared Him righteous, perfectly worthy 
of His Father’s love. 
 
This holy status according to the law of God, Jesus now conveys to us sinners. By His holy life 
He redeemed us from the harsh verdict of the law. He did this so that “we might receive adoption 
as sons.” But how do we know we are sons of God? How do we know we have officially been 
adopted by Him? Paul explained this to the Galatians: “in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, 
through faith” (Gal. 3:26). Your adoption into the family of God did not come by your efforts. 
You did not make yourself desirable to God. Jesus shared His favor with you. 
 
You gained Jesus as your Brother and God as your Father when the Holy Spirit worked this 
faith in your heart. For many of you, your adoption into the family of believers was processed 
and finalized when you were baptized. That is when you became an heir of God and a fellow 
heir with Christ (Rom. 8:17). “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ” 
(Gal. 3:27). 
 
On your adoption day, God looked at you in your sin, your ugliness, your wretchedness, and 
He said, “You’re the one I want. I choose you.” What a beautiful act of mercy and grace! The 
Lord loves the unlovable and the unloved. He gives a home to those who have no home, family 
to those who have no family, hope to those who have no hope. 
 
The child who is adopted never has to go back to the life he had before. No more watching 
other children get adopted while he is left behind. No more wondering why he isn’t loved. No 
more being alone. This is what your adoption into God’s family means. Because He “sent forth 
His Son” to redeem you, you have value, you are loved, you have a place. God did not leave you 
in your sins under the condemnation of the law. He rescued you from the law. He adopted you 
as His own son. 
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“So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.” In biblical times, the 
firstborn son inherited his father’s wealth and possessions. Because you are joined to Jesus by 
faith, His inheritance as God’s only-begotten Son is now your inheritance. His eternal life and 
glory are yours. In Him, you belong. In Him, you have a future, a bright, happy, never-ending 
future.  
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


