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The Third Sunday in Advent 
1 Corinthians 4:1-5: “God’s Mysteries Revealed Here!” 
December 14/15, 2019 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at Your first coming did send Your messenger to prepare Your way 
before You, grant that the ministers and stewards of Your mysteries may likewise so prepare 
and make ready Your way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 
that at Your second coming, to judge the world, we may be found an acceptable people in Your 
sight: who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and forever. 
Amen. (The Lutheran Liturgy, p. 52) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the fourth chapter of St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. 
We read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 
Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy. But with me it is a very 
small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I do not even judge 
myself. For I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the 
Lord who judges me. Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord 
comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes 
of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Joh. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who still comes to bless us through His holy Word and Sacraments, dear fellow 
redeemed: 
 
God’s Mysteries Revealed Here! If an ad with those words popped up on your computer, 
would you click it? God’s Mysteries Revealed Here! If those words were on a sign outside a 
building, would you go in? 
 
We would all like to know more about God and how He works. We want to know why He 
decided to create the universe and why He made it possible for angels and men to rebel against 
Him. We want to know why He lets certain things happen in the world and what His plans are 
for the future. We want to know how much longer we will live and when Jesus will come again 
in glory. 
 
All of these things are known to God but are mysteries to us. But there are other mysteries of 
God that He has revealed to us, things that remain hidden to others. This is not a unique 
concept among the world’s religions. Many of them have elements of mystery that are revealed 
only to their dedicated disciples. For example, the eastern religions teach that meditation and 
other acts of devotion are needed to unlock the secrets of the divine. The Masonic Lodge reveals 
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its secrets only to those who make a vow and commitment to the organization. Other religions 
like Scientology will reveal as many secrets as you have money to pay for them. 
 
But the mysteries of Christianity are not like any of these. We freely share God’s mysteries with 
others, and we invite anyone and everyone to explore them and learn more about them. The 
mysteries God has revealed to us and that St. Paul refers to in today’s text are the mysteries of 
the Gospel. They are the mysteries of the Son of God becoming a man in order to save the 
human race. They are the mysteries of Christ’s death and resurrection and His continued 
presence with us in the means of grace. 
 
This Gospel message is proclaimed around the world. But as clearly as it is spoken about, for 
many it remains hidden and shrouded in mystery. Earlier in his First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
Paul wrote that for unbelievers, “the word of the cross is folly” (1:18). It is a “stumbling block” to the 
Jews who “demand signs,” looking for miracles as confirmation of God’s presence. And it is 
foolishness to the Gentiles who “seek wisdom,” requiring that every teaching agrees with human 
reason (vv. 22-23). 
 
Paul was not interested in meeting the demands for proof that the unbelievers required. “[W]e 
preach Christ crucified,” he said; “Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God” (v. 23,24). He 
explained that this is “not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass 
away. But we impart a [mystery] and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our 
glory” (2:6-7). 
 
This is the mystery that John the Baptizer set out to reveal in his preaching and teaching. Now 
John was an odd one. He did not dress like other people did (Mar. 1:6). He did not indulge in 
strong food or drink like they did (Luk. 1:15). He lived in the wilderness and spent no time on 
self-promotion. How did a guy like this attract a crowd? 
 
He attracted a crowd because of what he said. He was not afraid to call out the people who 
came to listen to him, from Jewish religious leaders to tax collectors to soldiers. He was not in 
the business of building up their self-esteem or making them feel good about themselves. He 
preached the law, so that they might recognize their great sinfulness. And he preached the 
Gospel of salvation through Christ, so that they might eagerly watch for His coming.   
 
It might seem like John was a strange choice for this important role. Why couldn’t it have been 
an intelligent and well-liked scribe from Jerusalem? He could have utilized his position in the 
temple to prepare the people for the Savior. Or why couldn’t it have been a member of the 
king’s court or the king himself? He could have issued a decree for everyone to get ready. 
 
Paul wrote that “God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, 
to bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God” (1Co. 
1:27-29). John was nobody special, at least as far as the world could tell. He was just some 
quirky Jewish preacher. But God chose this so-called “foolish” and “weak” man to do powerful 
things. He was the messenger sent by God to prepare the way for Jesus (Mat. 11:10). 
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God still sends “foolish” and “weak” men to carry out His work. This is a comfort for me and for 
you as well. As far as our sinful nature goes, you and I are exactly the same. Each of us deserves 
eternal damnation for our sins. But by God’s grace we are given forgiveness and life instead. 
The difference between us is that God called me to be a steward of His mysteries. He called me 
to be your pastor. 
 
Of course, I’m not the only pastor out there. Many pastors have served here through the years. 
It is typically the case that the pastor who baptized you is not the one who confirmed you or the 
one who will conduct your funeral. You might feel like you connect better with one pastor over 
another. But every pastor has his quirks, and each one has said or done things that at least some 
members thought were questionable. 
 
Despite our quirks and the personal shortcomings we have as pastors, God still distributes His 
good gifts through us. Through our unimpressive and faltering speech, He speaks His saving 
Gospel. Through our weak and trembling hands, He distributes His holy Sacraments. The work 
of a pastor is not about him. The pastor’s work is about Jesus. 
 
This is why Paul said that he and his co-workers should be regarded as “servants of Christ and 
stewards of the mysteries of God.” A servant does the bidding of his master. A steward manages 
what belongs to another. The main thing required of a servant or a steward is that he is 
trustworthy, faithful to his responsibility. This is what a pastor must do: he must faithfully 
reveal the mysteries of God through the administration of His Word and Sacraments. Whether 
or not he does that is the true measure of your pastor. 
 
But it is tempting to judge a pastor by other standards. In the larger Christian church, pastors 
are often judged by their personality, by how much they contribute to the stability and growth 
of a congregation, and by how their work is perceived in the community. Pastors are expected 
to be fundraisers, therapists, community activists, and expert problem solvers. 
 
While a particular pastor may have gifts in some of these areas, his call from God is to preach 
the Word. He is to preach God’s law to expose sin and not cover it up by accommodating the 
culture. He is to preach the Gospel to forgive sin and not give the impression that one’s 
salvation is in his own hands. He is to encourage the regular hearing of the Word and partaking 
of the Sacraments and not treat the souls in his care with indifference. These are the things a 
pastor will answer for when he stands before the throne of God on the last day. 
 
But no pastor carries out his work perfectly. Each is guilty of trusting himself too much and the 
Word too little. And no parishioners perfectly love, honor, and support their pastor. They judge 
him by human standards and not according to his calling. This is why the mystery of the Gospel 
is so important. We need the forgiveness Jesus won. We need His righteousness to cover our 
sinful attitudes and actions. 
 
God gladly gives us these blessings. He knows our weaknesses and failures. He knows how 
much we need His mercy and grace. This is exactly why He sent out the apostles like Paul and 
Peter and why He still sends pastors. He sends them to administer His good gifts. 
 



 4 

Jesus could appear in every congregation and speak to us directly, but He has not chosen to do 
this. He works through His servants, His stewards. He tells them, “The one who hears you hears 
me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me” (Luk. 
10:16). Likewise He says, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold 
forgiveness from any, it is withheld” (Joh. 20:23). 
 
This means that a pastor’s teaching and preaching in Jesus’ name is His teaching and preaching. 
The forgiveness a pastor declares is His forgiveness. Whenever and wherever Jesus’ Word is 
proclaimed, He Himself is present. The means of grace are the vehicle for His present advent, 
His present coming. The way to find Jesus and commune with Him is to look for the marks of 
the church: the Gospel purely preached and the Sacraments rightly administered. When you 
locate these marks, you will also find a servant of Christ at work revealing His mysteries. 
 
These mysteries of God are revealed free of charge. They cannot be unlocked by any amount of 
money or by any human effort. The Holy Spirit unlocks them for you through the Word and 
Sacraments. He wants you to know the grace of Jesus Christ, who gave Himself to save you. He 
wants you to know that in Him your sins are forgiven and heaven is yours. 
 
The mysteries of other religions, the mysteries of the world, are nothing like God’s mysteries. 
The world’s mysteries focus on your work, not on God’s. God’s Mysteries are Revealed Here, 
the mysteries of His love for you, of the Savior born of a virgin, of a once-for-all sacrifice and a 
triumphant resurrection from the dead. These mysteries are foolishness to the world, but they 
are hope and life and salvation to you and to all those who believe. 
  
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


