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The Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
St. Luke 5:1-11: “We Follow Jesus One Step at a Time.” 
July 20/21, 2019 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, You have given us Your holy Word and have bountifully 
provided for all our earthly needs: We confess that we are unworthy of all these mercies, and 
that we have rather deserved punishment. But we beseech You, forgive us our sins, and prosper 
and bless us in our various callings, that by Your strength we may be sustained and defended, 
now and forever, and so praise and glorify You eternally; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. (ELH, p. 159) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the fifth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on Him to hear the word of God, [Jesus] was 
standing by the lake of Gennesaret, and He saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had 
gone out of them and were washing their nets. Getting into one of the boats, which was 
Simon’s, He asked him to put out a little from the land. And He sat down and taught the people 
from the boat. And when He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out into the deep 
and let down your nets for a catch.” / And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and 
took nothing! But at Your word I will let down the nets.” And when they had done this, they 
enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. They signaled to their partners in 
the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they 
began to sink. / But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” For he and all who were with him were astonished at 
the catch of fish that they had taken, and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who 
were partners with Simon. / And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will 
be catching men.” And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and 
followed Him. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who casts out the net of His Word, so that more and more sinners might be 
drawn to Him in repentance and faith, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
You and I have had moments like the fishermen in today’s text. These experienced men worked 
through the night, but they did not catch anything. In the same way, we can think of many 
times that we expended great effort and had nothing to show for it. Maybe it was spending 
hours upon hours training and practicing for a competition and then coming in last. Or maybe 
it was staying up late to get the crop in only to have it wash out in the next storm. Or maybe it 
was pouring time into forming and fine-tuning a plan that ultimately got discarded. 
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Those experiences are disheartening. All that work for nothing! This is when we feel like it is 
hard to get ahead—“one step forward, two steps back.” It may even feel like God is opposed to 
us at these times. Here we are spending all this energy in our work, pursuing things that are 
good as far as we can tell, and we don’t get anywhere. Why doesn’t God bless us? 
 
But what we don’t know is that God may be protecting us from harm due to our success, harm 
that could come from materialism or power or fame. Or it may be that He allows failure today, 
so that He can give even bigger blessings tomorrow. That was the case with the fishermen. He 
kept them from catching fish during the night, from finding success through their skilled labor, 
so that He might demonstrate His power and mercy. 
 
They had been fishing in the best spots at the best time of day, and they failed. Then Jesus sent 
them out again to a poorer spot at a worse time, and their nets were filled! So we see what the 
Lord can do. I’m sure you could give examples of His goodness working in your life. There 
were times that you thought you would fail, and you succeeded. You had given up hope, and 
help came through. The Lord knows how to bless us, and He does it in ways we could not 
expect. 
 
The disciples looked at their full nets and sinking boats, and you can just imagine the looks on 
their faces – eyes wide, jaws hitting the floor. Then a new sensation washed over Peter. He 
realized that this Man with him in the boat was not just a man. An ordinary man could not 
predict this monstrous haul of fish where seasoned fisherman had been working all night. Peter 
now felt guilt. He was in the presence of the holy Lord, but he himself was not holy. “Depart 
from me,” he said, “for I am a sinful man, O Lord!” 
 
If Jesus had abandoned Peter and all sinful men, He could have had no disciples, “for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Instead Jesus said to Peter, “Do not be afraid; 
from now on you will be catching men.” Then Peter and his associates James and John left 
everything—including that great catch of fish—and followed Jesus. What is a whole load of fish 
compared with the One who gives those fish simply by saying a word? 
 
But suppose those disciples could look into the future at that point. Suppose they could preview 
what following Jesus would mean up to the day of His death. Would they have been as eager to 
go with Him? They could look ahead and see things like the great crowds, the amazing 
miracles, and Jesus’ transfiguration on the mountain. But they would also see times when food 
would be scarce and sleep hard to come by. They would see the opposition of the religious 
leaders and the anger of the people. They would see that after three years of hard work 
traveling all over the region, Jesus would be arrested, tried, and crucified. And they, His own 
disciples, would forsake Him and run away. If they could have seen all that, would they have 
still gone with Him? 
 
What about you? If you could see your whole life play out in front of you all the way to your 
death, would you follow Jesus today? Would you follow Him today if you saw how people 
would take advantage of you in the future, how they would attack you and harm you? Would 
you follow Him today if you saw how your family would struggle, and how you would lose 
those closest to you? Would you follow Him today if you saw how your body would break 
down and how you would struggle physically and mentally? 
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As enjoyable as it would be to see the good things of our life all at once, it would be terrifying to 
see all the bad things at once. If we could see all the bad things in advance, we might wonder if 
the Lord actually cared about us, or if He was actually present with us in this life. It is good that 
we do not have this view. It is not for us to know these things. No matter what the future may 
hold, Jesus calls us to follow Him one step at a time. 
 
This is how a toddler learns how to walk. He is not motivated by the marathon he may run in 
his 20s or 30s. He just wants to go! He wants to get from here to there, and he thinks he might 
get there faster by walking than by crawling. He cannot see how his running around will lead to 
bumps and bruises. He is not worried about the broken bones in his future. He is not troubled 
by the effects of aging which eventually will turn his stride into a shuffle. He just goes! 
 
This is what you and I are called to do: go forward. We can’t go back. We must go forward 
doing the work God has given us to do. Our work is to be constantly occupied in showing love 
to our neighbors. This starts with the neighbors living in each of our homes—our parents, our 
siblings, our spouse, our children—and it branches out from there. We show love in our 
interactions with others in our place of work, in the community, on the internet, and in our 
congregations. 
 
We know how this love should look and how it should be carried out, because we have the 
example of Jesus. Think about how kids play “Follow the Leader.” It is not just about walking 
over the same ground as the leader, but it is even mimicking his steps. If he takes a big step, so 
do the followers. If he hops from one place to another, so do they. Our goal as disciples of Jesus 
is to mimic Him in every way. We want to love one another as He loved us. We want to give to 
one another as He gives to us. 
 
But as much as we want to do this, our steps often falter. The apostle Paul described our 
stumbling because of sin in this way: “For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to 
carry it out. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing” (Rom. 
7:18-19). Jesus takes one step forward, and we take two steps back. He beckons us forward, and 
we retreat. He calls us to be courageous, and we wilt. 
 
We are not much like Jesus. We are more like Peter, uncertain how casting out our nets in the 
middle of the day will do any good. Like Peter, we are afraid because we underestimate the 
power and mercy of the Lord. Like Peter, we are aware of our many sins. It is hard to follow 
Jesus when we perceive so many obstacles in front of us and inside of us. 
 
But Jesus is greater than any sins or trials or sorrows we may face. Unlike us, He could see all 
the suffering that was waiting for Him. Still He stayed focused on His mission. He followed His 
Father’s will all the way to the punishments and torments of the cross. It was terrible work He 
had to do. It meant immeasurable pain for Him, while the very ones He came to save mocked, 
blasphemed, and abandoned Him. 
 
He moved forward one agonizing step at a time because the salvation of your soul was that 
important to Him. He willingly died in your place because He wanted you to live. He wanted 
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you to be freed from all your sins and covered in His holiness. He wanted to deliver you a good 
conscience, one that is not focused on your sins of the past but on His grace in the present. 
 
This is why you follow Jesus. He is more than your example of love. He is your Savior. He is 
your Lord who died for you to secure the forgiveness of all your sins. If He was willing to do 
this for you, He will certainly not forget your daily needs. Your hard work may not always 
seem to pay off, but He will bless your efforts done in His name. In time, you will see that you 
have received more blessings from His hand than you could have hoped for. 
 
Jesus does not ask us to endure the sorrows and struggles of life all at once, or to go through 
any of them alone. He calls us to hear His Word, like the crowd did by the lake of Gennesaret, 
and like Peter did when told to let down the nets. His Word is sure and will never steer us 
wrong. Through His Word, the Lord is guiding us through the perils and troubles of this life all 
the way to heaven. Hearing His voice, We Follow Jesus One Step at a Time. 

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


