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The Second Sunday after Trinity 
St. Luke 14:16-24: “Your Salvation Is God’s Priority.” 
June 29/30, 2019 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O God, who in Your blessed Son prepared for us a rich feast and invite us day by day to partake 
of Your bounties: Grant that neither the distractions of business nor the allurements of pleasure 
may cause us to turn a deaf ear to Your call, nor to neglect Your so great salvation, which You 
have given us in the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (Parish Prayers, ed. Frank Colquhoun, p. 
109) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the fourteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. We 
read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
But [Jesus] said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. And at the time 
for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything 
is now ready.’ / “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought 
a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me excused.’ / “And another said, ‘I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me excused.’ / “And another 
said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ / “So the servant came and reported 
these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, 
‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind 
and lame.’ / “And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is 
room.’ / “And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel 
people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were 
invited shall taste my banquet.’” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who both invites us to the banquet of salvation and provides the life-giving food 
our souls need, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Day in and day out, there are various tasks and responsibilities on your mind that want your 
attention. But you can only do so much. You have to make decisions about what has priority. 
Listen to these examples and think which one would take priority over the other in your life: 

- Your son or daughter asks you to play with them, but you were planning to get some 
work done. Which do you choose? 

- You were looking forward to enjoying some peace and quiet, but your neighbor comes 
over looking for help. 

- You and your spouse are heading out the door on a date when a distressed friend calls 
asking if you have time to talk. 

- Your boss offers overtime hours on Sunday morning and begs you to come, but you 
would have to miss church. 
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These decisions are not always easy. Often we must choose between two things that are both 
good or important. 
 
The men invited to the great banquet found themselves in this position. They had been invited 
to the banquet, but no specific day had been set. They were told that when everything was 
ready, they would be notified. When the time for the banquet arrived, the host sent out his 
servant to inform the guests. Apparently, the banquet came at a bad time. The first man said he 
had just made a land purchase and had to go see it. The next man said he had just finalized the 
purchase of five yoke of oxen and had to examine them. The third said he had just gotten 
married and was needed at home. 
 
The things they mentioned were all good things. They had to make a choice between important 
events in their lives and the invitation to the banquet. They chose to skip the banquet. But this 
was no backyard barbecue. This was “a great banquet,” a feast that wouldn’t come around all 
that often. It was a big enough deal that the honored guests were given notice a long time before 
the banquet occurred. They were expected to make it a priority. Instead excuses were made. 
Things that could have waited were given precedence. 
 
This parable is not about an actual earthly banquet that people decided to skip out on. It is 
about the spiritual banquet of salvation, which was promised ever since the fall into sin. The 
invitation to this banquet first went out to Adam and Eve. They were told that One would come 
from woman, who would crush Satan’s head (Gen. 3:15). From that point on, any who heard the 
promise of salvation were receiving an invitation to attend the banquet. It was not known when 
the table would be set and the feasting would begin. But those who had heard the promise, who 
had received the invitation, were to be ready whenever that day should come. 
 
But how long could God expect them to wait? If enough time passed between the original 
promise and its fulfillment, isn’t it natural that the people would wonder if the banquet was still 
on? This is why the LORD sent His servants the prophets to repeat the promise and give more 
details about how it would be fulfilled. You can find these promises sprinkled throughout the 
Old Testament, all of them pointing ahead to the great banquet. 
 
But not all of God’s chosen people believed this promise. The Israelites were certainly all invited 
to the banquet, but many of them became more concerned about their business than God’s 
business. The religious leaders were often the worst offenders. They taught the people to focus 
on outward works more than the inner righteousness of a believing heart. They weren’t so 
concerned about the banquet of salvation, because they thought they had a nice feast of good 
works going on their own. 
 
These were the ones making excuses when Jesus arrived. Why should they listen to Him? What 
were they lacking? What could He give them that they could not do for themselves? Their 
rejection of the invitation angered the Lord. He commanded that “the poor and crippled and blind 
and lame” be brought to His banquet. These were the Jewish people who were thought to be 
rejected by God. The Lord’s mercy went out to them—the tax collectors, the prostitutes, the 
demon-possessed. Many of these heard His Word and received the invitation to salvation with 
penitent and believing hearts. 
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Still, there was room at the banquet. So the servant was sent “to the highways and hedges” to 
“compel people to come in.” These were the ones outside the city. They were the Gentiles who had 
not had the invitation brought to them through the Old Testament Scriptures. Even they were 
now welcome at the banquet of salvation by faith, and many of them have taken their seat at the 
table. 
 
You also have received an invitation to the great banquet. For many of you, this invitation came 
at your baptism. At that time you were washed of your sins, faith was planted in your heart, 
and you were joined to the body of Christ. Your seat at the banquet table was reserved. But 
baptism does not ensure that an honored place at the table will always be yours. 
 
There are many who had God’s wonderful gifts handed to them at baptism, who now despise 
these gifts. They give many other things priority over God’s Word. Like the first man in the 
parable, they get so caught up in obtaining, improving, and enjoying their property, that they 
decide there is no time for spiritual things. Like the second man, they are so concerned about 
expanding their possessions and growing their riches that work always comes before the Word. 
Like the third man, they use the excuse of family. “We don’t have enough time already to do 
everything the kids need to do! There just isn’t time for devotions during the week or church on 
the weekend!” 
 
This is why keeping our priorities in the right order is so important. Land and possessions are 
good. Work is good. Family is good. But none of these is to take precedence over the Word. Just 
after today’s parable Jesus said, “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother 
and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple” (Luk. 
14:26). This smacks us right in the face. It is shocking. Jesus says that nothing—not our parents, 
not our spouse, not our kids, not our siblings, not our goals and goods and health—should 
come before Him and His Word. 
 
This troubles us, both because of what Jesus asks of us and because we have obviously fallen far 
short of His demand. We made church our priority this morning, but we have many excuses to 
own from our past. We have made excuses for the times we have willingly done what God 
condemns. We have made excuses for why we have acted selfishly at work, why we have 
ignored and neglected those in our household, and why there just isn’t time to regularly study 
God’s Word. 
 
And yet despite all these excuses, these misplaced priorities, the Lord’s invitation still echoes in 
our ears, “Come, for everything is now ready.” He wants us to be at the banquet of salvation. He 
wants us to feast on the rich food He supplies. We are not in the Old Testament era wondering 
when God’s promise will be fulfilled. His promise has been fulfilled! Jesus has come! 
 
When Jesus appeared, He made no excuses for mankind’s sin. He spoke about it plainly. And 
when the time came for Him to suffer and die for all this sin, He went forward willingly. He 
didn’t excuse Himself when the anguish and pain became most intense. He invited the Father’s 
anger and wrath against sin. He let the fires of hell torch Him. He did that for you and me. He 
did that so all our sins would be forgiven. 
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The forgiveness, life, and salvation that Jesus won for us is the main course in the great banquet. 
It is what you are given when the pastor speaks the absolution in the divine service. It is what 
you receive when you eat and drink the Lord’s body and blood in His Supper. The Lord is not 
stingy with these gifts. He offers them in abundance at all times. They are for your spiritual 
nourishment and comfort every single day. 
 
Your feasting at the banquet of salvation here through Word and Sacrament prepares you for 
the eternal feasting to come. Your continuance in the faith here is what keeps a seat reserved for 
you at the heavenly table. No one who rejects the invitation of the Gospel here on earth will 
enter heaven, including those who may be baptized but who no longer believe. When an 
unbeliever stands before the Lord on Judgment Day, he will have no more excuses. He will not 
escape the fires of hell. 
 
But all who believe and are baptized will be excused from that suffering. They will leave the 
Church Militant where they walk by faith, and they will enter the Church Triumphant where 
they will see and experience all the glorious things God has prepared for those who love Him. 
 
You can be sure that you will be among the guests at the Lord’s heavenly banquet, because your 
salvation is not based on anything you could do. God invited you to this banquet because Jesus 
redeemed you from your sin through His suffering and death, and the Holy Spirit worked 
saving faith in your heart through this Gospel message. You have not always made God and 
His Word your priority, but His priority has always been clear. Your Salvation Is God’s 

Priority. “Come, for everything is now ready,” He says—“everything is now ready” for you. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


