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The Festival of Pentecost & Confirmation Day 
St. John 14:23-31: “Kindle in Them the Fire of Your Love.” 
June 8/9, 2019 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

EXORDIUM 
 
The Holy Spirit descended from heaven in the form of a dove at Jesus’ Baptism, and He arrived 
on Pentecost with the sound of “a mighty rushing wind” (Act. 2:2) and made “tongues as of fire” (v. 
3) rest on the disciples. But generally, no unique sounds or visible manifestations are apparent 
when the Holy Spirit is at work. His power is seen in the change that happens to sinners. 
 
When Jesus appeared many times to His disciples after His resurrection, they did not 
immediately go around telling people the good news. This changed when the Holy Spirit was 
poured out on them at Pentecost. Now they preached boldly in public in the very city where 
Jesus had been condemned and crucified just fifty days before. Now no threats or punishments 
could silence them, not even when they were arrested and beaten. 
 
Through the apostles’ preaching, the Holy Spirit brought thousands more to faith in Jerusalem. 
As persecution intensified, these Christians spread the message of salvation in Christ wherever 
they went. The apostles also went out on missionary trips, preaching the Gospel despite great 
opposition. 
 
By the Holy Spirit’s power, people in city after city believed. In Ephesus, those who had 
formerly “practiced magic arts,” now burned their books valued at a large sum of money (Act. 
19:19). The Book of Acts says that “the church” everywhere “was being built up” (9:31), “the word 
of the Lord was spreading” to Jews and Gentiles (13:49), and “the word of the Lord continued to 
increase and prevail mightily” (19:20). 
 
This powerful work of the Holy Spirit still continues among us. His power has not diminished 
since the first Pentecost. We can see this by the amount of believers who continue to gather 
around God’s Word. Without the Holy Spirit’s work, no one would believe the Gospel. But 
many do believe, not just here in this congregation, but throughout our country, and all around 
the world. 
 
In recognition and thanks for the Holy Spirit’s saving work, we rise to sing our festival verse, 
“O Light of God’s Most Wondrous Love” (ELH 399)/“Holy Spirit, God of Love” (TLH 230). 
 

+  +  + 
Lord Jesus Christ, almighty Son of God: We beseech You, send Your Holy Spirit into our hearts, 
through Your Word, that He may rule and govern us according to Your will, comfort us in 
every temptation and misfortune, and defend us by Your truth against every error, so that we 
may continue steadfast in the faith, increase in love and good works, and firmly trusting in 
Your grace, which You purchased for us by Your death, obtain eternal salvation; for You reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. (ELH, p. 157) 
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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the fourteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We 
read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father 
will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. He who does not love 
Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who 
sent Me. / “These things I have spoken while being present with you. But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all things that I said to you. Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you; not as 
the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled neither let it be afraid. / “You 
have heard Me say to you: ‘I am going away and coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you 
would rejoice because I said ‘I am going to the Father,’ for My Father is greater than I. And now 
I have told you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe. I will no 
longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me. But 
that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment, so I 
do. Arise, let us go from here.” (NKJV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who manifested His love for us through His death and resurrection, and who 
sent out the Holy Spirit that we might be partakers of this love, dear fellow redeemed, and 
especially you, Max, Campbelle, and Olivia, on your Confirmation Day: 
 
Why is it that we direct most of our prayers to God the Father or God the Son, but hardly any to 
God the Holy Spirit? This has a lot to do with how Jesus taught His disciples to pray. In His 
model prayer He told them to say: “Our Father, who art in heaven.” In another place He said, 
“whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you” (Joh. 16:23). But the Holy Spirit is 
certainly also involved in these prayers. When we pray to the Father in Jesus’ name, we are able 
to do this only by the power of the Holy Spirit who brought us to faith and keeps us in the faith. 
 
At times we do also direct prayers to the Holy Spirit, and it is not wrong to do this. The Holy 
Spirit is equal in power and authority with the Father and the Son. The Holy Spirit is true God. 
He is the Lord, and the Giver of life. He “proceeds from the Father and the Son,” and “with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,” as the Nicene Creed states. 
 
One of the prayers to the Holy Spirit which the church has utilized for a long time is this one: 
“Come, Holy Spirit, and fill the hearts of Your faithful people, and kindle in them the fire of 
Your love.” It is a picturesque prayer. As the Holy Spirit once filled the hearts of the disciples 
and caused tongues of fire to rest on them, so we pray that He fills our hearts and kindles a 
spiritual fire within us. 
 
But why do we need this? Why is it so important that the Holy Spirit come to us and work 
within us? We need His holy presence because by nature, we are sinful. As precious and 
innocent as we may have looked when we were born, we were not holy. King David expressed 
this reality in Psalm 51: “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive 
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me” (v. 5). As sinners, we were separated from God. We had no communion with the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 
But God is merciful. He established means by which we could be called “out of darkness into his 
marvelous light” (1Pe. 2:9). By the power of the Holy Spirit working through the living Word of 
God, a great number of sinners have been converted. They have been set on another path, a 
blessed way that leads to the mansions of heaven. 
 
For the confirmand(s) sitting here today, this happened for them at their Baptism. When they 
were baptized “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mat. 28:19), they 
were claimed by this merciful God as His very own children. Their sins were washed away, 
they were given the gift of saving faith, and they became heirs of everlasting life. 
 
Children are baptized in white gowns to signify the righteousness of Jesus that covers over 
them through the water and the Word. And they are before us again today in white gowns to 
show that they understand and treasure the gift that became theirs at Baptism. They desire to 
make a public profession of the faith that came to them by the power of the Holy Spirit. And 
they desire to have their faith increase as they will now be admitted to the Table of their Lord to 
eat and drink His body and blood for the remission of their sins. 
 
Our prayer for them is that the Holy Spirit will continue to come and fill them as He has 
throughout their lives, and that He would continuously “kindle in them the fire of His love.” It 
is also our prayer for ourselves. The Holy Spirit must kindle this love in us, because we cannot 
produce it on our own or learn it from the world. 
 
The world has a very different idea of love. The world defines love as the support of the lifestyle 
each person chooses. But this definition only applies to certain groups. In our society today, we 
hear that we should support those who challenge and fight against long-standing values of 
sexuality, marriage, and family. At the same time, any who hold those long-standing values are 
to be silent. Those who do not get in line with the world’s program of conformity are hardly 
treated with love; instead they are attacked, labeled, and subjected to ridicule. So much for the 
world’s version of love. 
 
The love we want to have kindled and growing inside us is the love of God in Christ. God 
showed His great love for the fallen world by sending His only Son to pay the price for sin. 
God’s Son became Man in the Virgin Mary’s womb, and He lived a perfectly holy life under 
God’s law. Then He carried all of humanity’s sins to the cross where He made atonement for 
them by the shedding of His blood. 
 
Jesus did this for everybody, even for those who would never call on His name, who would 
never believe in Him. He suffered on the cross for all people’s sins, as though He were the one 
who committed these sins. Imagine this love! Unlike our culture today in which one group of 
people is so ready to hate another, Jesus willingly suffered and died for His enemies! That is an 
unmatched love. It is a love that brings us great comfort when we struggle and when we fail to 
do what we should. Jesus died for these sins, and He forgives every one. 
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This great love of God also motivates us to do better and be better. How could we take a lazy 
approach to the Christian life when we see how focused Jesus was on doing His Father’s will? 
How could we ignore our neighbors in need when we see how Jesus humbly died for sinners? 
The strength to live for God and neighbor comes from the saving message of Jesus through 
which the Holy Spirit sanctifies us. The Holy Spirit does not promise to come to us in any other 
way than through the means of grace, the Gospel in Word and Sacraments. 
 
This is why Jesus emphasizes the importance of the Word in today’s text. He said, “If anyone 
loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our 
home with him.” Whoever loves Jesus will “keep” His Word; whoever does not love Jesus will 
not “keep” His Word. “Keep” in this instance does not mean “obey.” Jesus is not just talking 
about obeying the Ten Commandments. The word “keep” means to “pay attention to,” “hold 
onto,” “keep close.” 
 
This is what Jesus wants us to do with His Word. He wants us to value it as the greatest gift we 
have. He wants us to gladly hear and learn it. He wants us to fill our hearts and minds with it. 
This is what our confirmands have been doing the last few years, and we pray that it will 
continue until the end of their lives. As we hear and learn and meditate upon this powerful 
Word, the Holy Spirit is at work in us. Through the Word, the Holy Spirit does what Jesus said 
He would do—He teaches us all things and brings to our remembrance all things that Jesus 
said. In this way, He feeds and stokes the flame of faith ignited within us at our conversion. 
 
So now we push our confirmands closer to the front lines of spiritual battle by ushering them to 
the Lord’s Table. But they do not need to be afraid. They go forward with the blessing of God, 
knowing that His Word is true and His love for them is unchanging. The Holy Spirit will 
confirm them in this faith more and more through the Word just as He does for all believers. 
And He will remind us how Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled neither let it be afraid.” 
 
We have nothing to fear in this world, because “we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Rom. 5:1). God grant that we may all grow in this confidence day after day, until we are 
taken from here to His eternal presence. “Come, Holy Spirit, and fill the hearts of Your faithful 
people, and Kindle in Them the Fire of Your Love.” 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


