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The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
St. John 16:5-15: “The Paraclete Comes to Convict and Comfort.” 
May 18/19, 2019 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord God, heavenly Father, through Your Son You promised us Your Holy Spirit, that He 
should convince the world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment: We beseech You, enlighten 
our hearts, that we may confess our sins, through faith in Christ obtain everlasting 
righteousness, and in all our trials and temptations retain this consolation: that Christ is Lord 
over the devil and death and all things, and that He will graciously deliver us out of all our 
afflictions, and make us forever partakers of eternal salvation; through the same, Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now 
and forever. Amen. (ELH, p. 156) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the sixteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
[Jesus said:] “But now I am going to Him who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are 
You going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart. 
Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, 
the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send Him to you. And when He comes, He 
will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment: concerning sin, because 
they do not believe in Me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see 
Me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. / “I still have 
many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit of truth comes, He 
will guide you into all the truth, for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He 
hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify Me, 
for He will take what is Mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is Mine; therefore I 
said that He will take what is Mine and declare it to you.” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who returned to the Father after completing His saving work on earth (Joh. 
16:28), and then sent out the Holy Spirit to distribute His salvation, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
If you have never heard the word “Paraclete” before, you might wonder what it means. Here 
are some multiple choice options for you: 

A. “Paraclete” is a type of bird that repeats what people say. 
B. “Paraclete” is the footwear you need for outdoor sports. 
C. “Paraclete” is a title for the Holy Spirit. 

I hope that was an easy one. 
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In our translation of the Bible, the word “Paraclete” is rendered “Helper.” Other translations for 
this word are “Advocate,” “Intercessor,” or “Comforter.” Jesus referred to the Holy Spirit by 
this term four times in His conversation with the disciples the night before His death. 

- In John 14:16-17, Jesus said: “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper 
[Paraclete], to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in 
you.” 

- John 14:26: “But the [Paraclete], the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will 
teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” 

- John 15:26: “But when the [Paraclete] comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit 
of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.” 

- And then in today’s Gospel where Jesus said the Paraclete would come to convict the 
world and guide believers into all truth. 

 
The Paraclete, the Holy Spirit, was sent to convict the world concerning three things: “sin and 
righteousness and judgment.” This work is done through the Law of God. The primary function of 
the Law is to condemn. It is a mirror which reveals how we really are. We may seem to have 
things pretty well in order. But the Law uncovers our hidden sins, even the sins of our mind. 
 
The Holy Spirit testifies through the Law that our sins have separated us from God. If we 
remain in these sins, we cannot have communion with God, because God is holy. The world is 
full of people who believe they are right with God (or at least hope they are), but who actually 
are opposed to Him. They do not believe they are in spiritual danger because of their sins, or 
they worship false gods who cannot save. So the Holy Spirit through the Law convicts the 
world’s inhabitants of sin. He shows that their trust and confidence are misplaced when they do 
not believe in Jesus as their Savior. 
 
The Holy Spirit also convicts the world concerning righteousness. One of the biggest and most 
obvious lies today is the notion that “people are basically good.” It is true that many people do 
many good things. This is due to the influence of God’s moral Law written in their hearts (Rom. 
2:15). But we ignore the great wickedness around us and in us if we say that people are mostly 
righteous. We cannot give ourselves or others so much credit. 
 
Some are even so bold as to reject Jesus because they think their level of holiness rises to His. 
But who has ever done as much good as Jesus did? Who healed so many sick people? Who had 
such compassion on the poor and outcasts? Who gave so much hope? And when He was falsely 
accused and beaten and crucified, who suffered so quietly and humbly? If Jesus were little more 
than an example for us, and if living as He lived were the way to get to heaven, still no one 
could hope to attain such righteousness. 
 
The Bible does not teach us to be confident in our own righteous deeds. It says that “[n]one is 
righteous, no, not one,” and that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:12, 23). 
Jesus said that He is the only one who is worthy to “go to the Father.” He was perfect. He did no 
wrong. He lived the life the holy Law requires. He succeeded where all others have failed. 
 
Finally, the Holy Spirit convicts the world concerning judgment. The world follows its ruler. 
Isn’t that as it should be? No, because the world’s ruler—the devil—is an imposter. He usurped 
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the throne that belongs rightfully to the world’s Creator. The Lord is the rightful King. But the 
devil will spread his lies and work for the destruction of souls as long as he has opportunity. 
 
Everyone who denies Jesus follows the devil. They choose to follow the loser instead of the 
Champion. The devil is already judged. His fate is sealed. He cannot knock the crown off 
Christ’s head or the almighty God from His throne. Unless sinners repent, they will join the 
devil in the fires of hell and suffer there with him forever. 
 
This is what the Holy Spirit comes to do for the world. He comes to “convict the world concerning 
sin and righteousness and judgment.” The work the Paraclete does through the Law may not seem 
all that “helpful” or “comforting.” But if He does not convict through God’s Law, there will be 
no need for God’s comfort. If He does not carry out His condemning work, He cannot do His 
saving work. So He convicts the world—and us too—of our sin, our self-righteousness, and the 
judgment that comes upon the unrepentant. But He also strengthens believers in their faith 
through the Gospel. 
 
The disciples were sad when Jesus told them He was going to the Father. Jesus said His leaving 
was to their advantage. His visible departure meant that the Paraclete would come. The Holy 
Spirit would be sent forth from the Father and the Son. He would come to guide the disciples 
“into all the truth.” He would bring to their remembrance everything Jesus said to them (Joh. 
14:26). He would declare “the things that are to come.” 
 
Those things that were coming were Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection and His glorious 
ascension to the right hand of the Father. The disciples did not understand that these things 
were necessary. But they soon learned why they were so important. The Holy Spirit enlightened 
their minds to understand that salvation could be won in no other way than this. 
 
God the Son had to obey the will of His Father. He had to take on flesh and be born under the 
Law, so that His righteousness would cover each sinner’s sin. He had to suffer and die, so that 
the eternal punishment each of us had coming would be assigned to Him instead. He had to rise 
again on the third day to prove that He was who He said He was and that He did what He said 
He would. 
 
This is the truth the Holy Spirit taught the disciples and what He still teaches us. This is what 
He helps us to remember, especially when we are troubled by our sins and failures. He 
comforts us by coming to us through the Word and Sacraments and declaring what He has been 
given to declare. He brings the gifts of the Father which were obtained for us by the Son. Jesus 
said of the Holy Spirit that “He will glorify Me, for He will take what is Mine and declare it to you. All 
that the Father has is Mine; therefore I said that He will take what is Mine and declare it to you.” 
 
What is it that the Holy Spirit declares? After bringing you to repentance through the Law, He 
points you to Jesus. He declares that Jesus is your righteousness. He is your Savior. Because of 
Jesus’ suffering and death in your place, you have peace with God and eternal life. Your sins are 
forgiven. You are justified in God’s sight; you are not condemned. 
 
This is how the Paraclete comforts you. He does not need to change His message from time to 
time to keep it fresh and interesting. The message of forgiveness and life in Christ is just as 
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powerful and applicable today as it has been through all of human history. It is exactly what 
every sinful human needs to hear and believe. Until the end of time, God will continue to send 
the Holy Spirit to convict and comfort through His Word. 
 
But Jesus spoke about the Holy Spirit’s coming as being in the future. When would this 
happen? It happened on Pentecost, fifty days after Easter and ten days after Jesus’ ascension. 
We are approaching these festivals again—Ascension in less than two weeks and Pentecost in 
three weeks. These are excellent times to remember that the Lord keeps His promises. 
Everything Jesus predicted to His disciples came about. He did die and rise again, He did 
return to His Father, and He did send the Holy Spirit. 
 
This means you will never lack hope, even in these troubled and troubling times. You are not 
alone in the world. Yes, the devil rules in the world and many follow him, but he is judged. He 
cannot win. Even while he carries out his destructive activities, the Paraclete counters them 
through the powerful Word. If the Holy Spirit were not active, there would be no church on 
earth; no one would believe. But God has reserved many “who have not bowed the knee to Baal” 
(1Ki. 19:18, Rom. 11:4), who have not gone away after “the ruler of this world.” He keeps many in 
the faith who look with eager anticipation for Jesus’ triumphant return. 
 
Through His ongoing work in the church, the Holy Spirit lives up to His title. He is our 
Paraclete—our Helper, Advocate, Intercessor, and Comforter. He brings the gifts of God from 
heaven to earth, from the holy Savior to us unworthy sinners. For our salvation, The Paraclete 

Comes to Convict and Comfort. He works repentance in our hearts through the Law and faith 
in our hearts through the Gospel. He brings us everything we need to get to heaven, just as 
Jesus said He would. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


