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Maundy Thursday 
St. John 13:1-15: “Jesus Is Among Us as One Who Serves.” 
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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

We thank You, O Lord Jesus Christ, the Savior of all men, that You have given Yourself into 
death for us to make atonement for our sins and have also left us an example of mutual service 
by humbly washing Your disciples’ feet; and we heartily ask You, govern and direct our hearts 
by Your Holy Spirit that we may in true faith firmly cling to You as our Savior, faithfully serve 
our neighbor with works of love, and obtain eternal salvation through Your merit; who lives 
and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and forever. Amen. (The 
Lutheran Liturgy, companion altar book for The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 98) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the thirteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We 
read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come to depart out of 
this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the 
end. During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s 
son, to betray Him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that 
He had come from God and was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside His outer 
garments, and taking a towel, tied it around His waist. Then He poured water into a basin and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around 
Him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to Him, “Lord, do You wash my feet?” / Jesus 
answered him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will 
understand.” / Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet.” / Jesus answered him, “If I 
do not wash you, you have no share with me.” / Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet 
only but also my hands and my head!” / Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not 
need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one 
of you.” For He knew who was to betray Him; that was why He said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
/ When He had washed their feet and put on His outer garments and resumed His place, He 
said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? You call Me Teacher and Lord, and 
you are right, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do just 
as I have done to you.” (ESV) 

 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, the Lord of all but also the Servant of all, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
If you knew you would die tomorrow, what would you do today? Would you eat at the fanciest 
restaurant you could find? Would you make a trip to a place you always wanted to visit? 
Would you spend as much time as you could with friends and family? Or would you do exactly 
what you are doing right now – listening to Jesus’ Word? 
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We do not know when our death will come. But Jesus did. Our text says that “Jesus knew that His 
hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father.” So what did He do? He spent the night 
before His death in service. On Palm Sunday, He was hailed as a king. But now on Thursday, 
He knelt down and washed His disciples’ feet, one-by-one. 
 
The disciples were not aware that Jesus’ death was so close. But they certainly recognized how 
strange it was that their Teacher and Lord should wash their feet. It should have been the other 
way around, except that none of the disciples had volunteered for the job. In fact, that same 
evening they spent their time arguing about “which of them was to be regarded as the greatest” (Luk. 
22:24). 
 
Jesus said to them that the pagan Gentiles are concerned about power and authority over 
others. But the disciples should practice humble service. “[L]et the greatest among you become as 
the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one 
who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But,” said Jesus, “I am among you as the one who 
serves” (vv. 25-27). 
 
His demonstration of humble service by washing the disciples’ feet was a small sample of what 
He would do on a large scale the next day. On Friday, He willingly walked the path of suffering 
to Golgotha and was crucified in every sinner’s place. He could have carried out no more 
humble service than this. He was regarded as “a worm and not a man, scorned by mankind and 
despised by the people” (Psa. 22:6). “He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross” (Phi. 2:8). 
 
If Jesus, the perfect Son of God, was willing to serve in this way, then we should be willing to 
serve in even the humblest circumstances. We should consider no one below us. We should be 
ready to help any who are in need. Jesus said, “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you also should do 
just as I have done to you.” 
 
This is not the message we hear from the world. The world does not tell you to put others first. 
The world tells you to look out for yourself, to stay true to you. You need to stand up for your 
rights and have others bow to you. Is it any wonder that civil discourse is hardly seen in the 
public square? Almost no one is concerned about serving their neighbor. They are all concerned 
about serving themselves. 
 
This selfish spirit resides in our sinful nature. It is the reason we are often reluctant to serve 
those around us, and why we become upset when others do not serve us like we think they 
should. It is why spouses keep a record of wrongs, why children pout when they do not get 
their way, and why people feud with members of their congregation and members of their 
community. We want to be served, not serve. 
 
That is why Jesus the Foot-Washer had to come. We could not rise above our selfishness and 
free ourselves from the sin that entangled us. Jesus had to do this. He had to save us and cleanse 
us from our unrighteousness. And He continues to do this work among us. Jesus told His 
disciples the night before His death that He had given them an example to follow. But that is 
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not all He gave them. He also gave them His body and blood for their forgiveness and 
strengthening. 
 
He took bread and said, “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” Then He took a cup of 
wine and said, “Drink of it all of you; this cup is the New Testament in My blood, which is shed for you 
and for many, for the remission of sins.” In this way, Jesus would continue to come and serve them. 
He would come to cleanse them of their sins, and to equip them for their lives in the world.  
 
He does this for us also. He still comes to serve us through His holy Supper. We do not deserve 
to have Him come to us; we do not deserve to be in His presence. And yet He visits us here. He 
comes to you and me—imperfect, stained, unworthy, guilty, unclean—and gives us His holy 
body and blood to eat and drink. 
 
This is no symbolic exercise. It is not simply a way to remember Jesus, who is supposedly far, 
far away from us in heaven. It is not a time for going through the motions while our mind is set 
on other things. It is not a right we can demand simply because we have gone through the 
proper channels. Partaking of this holy Supper is a privilege, a privilege which should not be 
taken lightly. 
 
Paul underscores this in his First Letter to the Corinthians. He said that it is possible to receive 
the Lord’s Supper to one’s harm. Imagine if the disciples had despised Jesus’ service to them as 
He washed their feet. Suppose one of them hardly acknowledged Jesus while his feet were 
being washed, as though it did not even matter. Or suppose another kicked over the wash basin 
and laughed at Jesus. We would say the recipient of Jesus’ service was not worthy of the gift. 
 
In the same way, someone might come to the Lord’s Table who does not think that anything 
important is happening. Or he is not really concerned about repentance and amending his 
sinful life. Or another might reject Jesus’ words and laugh at the idea that Jesus would give His 
body and blood in this way. Paul addresses such thinking when he writes: “Whoever, therefore, 
eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body 
and blood of the Lord. Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup” 
(11:27-28). 
 
We examine ourselves by approaching the altar with humility, by recognizing that Jesus meets 
us here just as He says. He comes to serve us and bring us the forgiveness of our sins. This is not 
the time to insist on our own way, or to imagine like Peter that we know better than the Lord. 
We come to eat and drink trusting His Word, and we do not go away again empty. 
 
Through His service to us in the Supper, Jesus prepares us to go and serve the people around 
us. He helps us to see the needy in our lives in the same way that He looks at us, with 
compassion and love. The same night He washed the disciples’ feet, He told them, “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one 
another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (Joh. 
13:34-35). 
 
We confess our faith in Jesus not only by what we say, but also by how we live. We could quote 
a thousand Bible passages and demonstrate our extensive knowledge about what the Bible says. 
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But if this is not coupled with a life of humble service toward our neighbors, our words will fall 
on deaf ears. 
 
So whether we have many more years in this world, or whether our end is fast approaching, we 
spend our time by receiving Jesus’ blessings through His Word and Sacraments. Then we are 
continuously equipped to go out in our vocations to share His love with others. We pray that 
through our service, others will learn as we have that Jesus is not a vengeful Lord, one who is 
angry with us, but that Jesus Is Among Us as One Who Serves. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


