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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who out of Your silence upon the cross bequeathed to Your Church seven 
words: Grant that we may ponder them as the inexhaustible Gospel of Your love and of the 
world’s redemption; and learn likewise both by speech and silence to glorify our Father in 
heaven; who with You and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
(Parish Prayers, ed. Frank Colquhoun, p. 73) 
 
 
I. “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34) 
 
Jesus was innocent. He had only done what was right. He had helped a great many people. He 
gave the blind their sight, made the lame walk, cleansed lepers, brought hearing to the deaf, 
rescued the demon-possessed, and even raised the dead to life (Luk. 7:22). Yet by this time on 
Good Friday, Jesus had been struck in the face, spit on, punched, flogged, and crowned with a 
tangle of thorns. Besides this, He was verbally abused, lied about, and mocked. And now He 
was nailed to a cross and hoisted up in the air for all to see. 
 
Jesus might have been angry about all the injustice. He might have uttered threats and 
promised revenge. But instead He prayed, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do.” He did what Isaiah prophesied He would do. He made “intercession for the transgressors” 
(53:12). Who were these transgressors? Whom did He ask God to forgive? It was the religious 
leaders who even now stood around the cross mocking Him. It was the Roman soldiers who 
cast lots for His clothing and mistreated Him. 
 
But that was not all. Jesus was praying for you too, and for me. It was your sins and mine that 
caused Him to suffer and be nailed to the cross. It was your sins and mine that sent Him to His 
death, and your sins and mine that He died to forgive. We sing hymn #292, vv. 1, 3 (“O Dearest 
Jesus”). 
 
 
II. “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:43) 
 
The guilty man was hanging from a cross, and yet he thought he was in a position to judge 
another. He and his friend on the opposite side of Jesus joined the crowd in reviling Him: “If 
You are the Son of God, come down from the cross!” (Mat. 27:40,44). But as his suffering intensified, 
this criminal began to see things differently. He heard people mocking Jesus as “the Christ” and 
“the King of the Jews.” He saw the sign above Jesus, “This is the King of the Jews” (Luk. 23:38). He 
saw how patiently Jesus took this abuse, and the Holy Spirit led him to see that he was not 
dying next to another criminal. He was hanging there with God in the flesh, the Savior! 
 



So he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom” (Luk. 23:42). And Jesus replied, 
“Truly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.” Here is hope for all who have 
committed grievous sins, and for all who have despised and mocked the Lord. By His suffering 
and death, the Lord secured Paradise for sinners. He wants all to repent of their sins and believe 
in Him. He invites all—no matter how stained their past may be—to join Him forever in the 
Paradise of heaven. We sing hymn #334/335, vv. 1, 8 (“O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”). 
 
 
III. “Woman, behold, your son!”—“Behold, your mother!” (John 19:26-27) 
 
Mary was there too, the mother who had carried Jesus in her womb and had given birth to Him. 
She had nursed Him and watched Him grow. She had followed Him all the way here to 
Jerusalem. And now she saw Him, her precious, holy Son, dying a terrible death on a cross. 
Simeon had predicted this moment in the temple when Jesus was brought there as a baby. He 
told Mary, “and a sword will pierce through your own soul also” (Luk. 2:35). That sword turned 
inside her as she watched her Son writhing on the cross. 
 
Even while He suffered for all people, Jesus was concerned for His mother. He would no longer 
be her Son in the way they were accustomed. He would die and rise again, but nothing would 
return to the way it was before. So Jesus looked upon Mary and His disciple John and said, 
“Woman, behold, your son!” and “Behold, your mother!” Through His friend, Jesus provided 
for His mother’s care. 
 
And so He continues to do for the single, the widowed, the lonely, and the outcast. “God settles 
the solitary in a home” (Psa. 68:6). He gives communion and community through the members of 
His family, the members of His Church, who gather together around His Word and Sacraments. 
We sing hymn #294, vv. 1, 3 (“Near the Cross Was Mary Weeping”). 
 
 
IV. “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” (Psalm 22:1, Matthew 27:46, Mark 15:34) 
 
Jesus was nailed to the cross at 9:00am. Then starting at 12:00 noon, “there was darkness over all 
the land” (Mat. 27:45). This lasted for three hours. It was dark through the lightest part of the 
day. This is when Jesus suffered our hell. This is when He suffered the eternal punishment that 
we deserve because of our sins. During this time, Jesus felt the full force of His Father’s wrath. 
God the Father took out His holy anger against sin on His Son, because His Son was made to be 
our sin (2Co. 5:21). 
 
Suffering those eternal torments, Jesus cried out, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken 
Me?” How could the Father do this to His own Son? This is the price that had to be paid for 
your sin, so you would not have to pay it. This is what it took. It isn’t pretty. It should unsettle 
you to know how seriously God looks upon sin. Don’t turn your eyes away! This is your sin 
hanging on that cross. It is also your salvation. We sing hymn #297, vv. 2-3 (“Stricken, Smitten, 
and Afflicted”). 
 
 
 



V. “I thirst.” (Psalm 69:21, John 19:29) 
 
The next words of Jesus come from the 69th Psalm. There it says, “You know my reproach, and my 
shame and my dishonor; my foes are all known to you. Reproaches have broken my heart, so that I am in 
despair. I looked for pity, but there was none, and for comforters, but I found none. They gave me poison 
for food, and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to drink” (vv. 19-21). This Psalm expresses Jesus’ 
anguish as He suffered hell on the cross. No one was there to comfort Him; He suffered alone. 
But now His suffering was coming to an end. And “to fulfill the Scripture” (Joh. 19:28), Jesus said, 
“I thirst.” He had consumed the cup of His Father’s wrath; He had emptied it to the bottom 
(Mat. 26:39,42). 
 
Instead of this cup of suffering, the Lord now offers you the cup of salvation. He gives His own 
precious blood for you to drink, and His own holy body for you to eat. He received “sour wine” 
for His thirst (Joh. 19:29). You receive the sweet wine of His forgiveness, along with His promise 
of a hunger-free, thirst-free eternity in heaven. We sing hymn #331, vv. 8-9 (“A Lamb Goes 
Uncomplaining Forth”). 
 
 
VI. “It is finished!” (John 19:30, also Matthew 27:50, Mark 15:37, Luke 23:46) 
 
Six hours on the cross—three of them in darkness—was that enough? Was Justice satisfied? Was 
the redemption of sinners accomplished? With a loud cry, Jesus said, “It is finished!” He did 
not say, “I’ve done My part, now you do yours!” He said the work is complete. Salvation does 
not require His works plus your works, His righteousness plus your righteousness. He did it all. 
All of it is yours by faith in Him. 
 
But that does not mean you should feel secure in your sins. You should not think that you can 
do whatever you want and live however you like, since salvation does not depend on you. Jesus 
died on the cross to free you from sin, not to free you to sin. He broke the chains of your sin and 
death, so you could live for Him in His kingdom. 
 
Looking upon the crucified Christ, no one should be prideful about his own goodness. And no 
one should despair because of his own sins. Jesus speaks these words, “It is finished!” for all 
people. Jesus willingly went to the cross for you. He is ever ready to forgive you and strengthen 
you for His blessed service. We sing hymn #284, vv. 2-3 (“Go to Dark Gethsemane”). 
 
 
VII. “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.” (Psalm 31:5, Luke 23:46) 
 
With His final words, Jesus gives words to the faithful that they can confidently use at their 
death. Before breathing His last, Jesus said, “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.” No 
longer was He forsaken by His Father. His work to save sinners was complete. But He still had 
to die. His soul had to separate from His body and be committed to His Father’s keeping, just as 
yours will be at your death. 
 
Your life and death are completely in the hands of the Lord. Even Jesus’ own life was not taken 
from Him by the chief priests, scribes, and Pharisees, or by the Roman authorities. He very 



clearly stated, “I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down 
of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I 
have received from my Father” (Joh. 10:17-18). Jesus laid down His life on Good Friday, but He 
would soon take it up again. So you also remain in the Lord’s keeping both in life and in death. 
We sing hymn #337, vv. 5-8 (“Our Blessed Savior Seven Times Spoke”). 
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