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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

 
EXORDIUM 
 
Was there really a fire at the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris last week? Well how do you know? 
Were you there? Did you watch it happen? As far as I know, none of you have just returned 
from Europe. And yet you are convinced there was a huge fire in that cathedral. Why? It’s 
because you have seen pictures and video of the fire, and you have heard reports from the 
eyewitnesses. But since you did not see it with your own eyes, would you call the Notre Dame 
fire a matter of faith or fact? 
 
The same question could be asked about Jesus’ resurrection: Is it a matter of faith or fact? The 
apostle Paul called it a fact. Paul said that Jesus was crucified, died, and was buried, and then 
rose again on the third day (2Co. 15:3-4). If no one could verify His resurrection, if no one saw 
Jesus alive again, it could not be considered a fact. But Paul stated that “he appeared to Cephas [or 
Peter], then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of 
whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 
Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me” (vv. 5-8). 
 
If Paul were telling a lie, he wouldn’t name these names. He wouldn’t make the claim that five 
hundred people at one time saw Jesus alive after His death. That would be easy to disprove if it 
were a lie. But Paul said that most of the five hundred were still alive when he wrote his letter. 
That means people could, if they wanted to, find those witnesses and ask them what they saw. 
And they would all say the same thing. Like Paul, some of these witnesses also wrote about 
Jesus’ resurrection. Their testimony is included with Paul’s in the New Testament of the Bible. 
There are also sources outside the Bible that make the same claim, sources that date near the 
time of these events. 
 
But faith is a part of it too. You could hear the facts but not believe them. Simply knowing the 
fact of Jesus’ resurrection does not save you. Salvation comes from knowing and believing that 
Jesus “was delivered up for [your] trespasses and raised for [your] justification” (Rom. 4:25). In 
confident faith, let us now rise to sing our exordium hymn, “He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!” 
(ELH 348, TLH 189). 
 

+  +  + 
 
Lord God, heavenly Father, You delivered Your Son for our offenses, and raised Him again for 
our justification: We beseech You, grant us Your Holy Spirit, that He may rule and govern us 
according to Your will; graciously keep us in the true faith, defend us from all sins, and after 
this life raise us to eternal life; through the same, Your beloved Son, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now and forever. Amen. (ELH p. 155) 
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The sermon text for today is taken from the sixteenth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Mark. We 
read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
brought spices, that they might come and anoint Him. And very early in the morning, on the 
first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun had risen. And they said among 
themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?” But when they 
looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away—for it was very large. / And entering 
the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe sitting on the right side; and they 
were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was 
crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. But go your way, tell 
His disciples—and Peter—that He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, as 
He said to you.” / And they went out quickly and fled from the tomb, for they trembled and 
were amazed. And they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. (NKJV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who accomplished everything He was sent to do to the glory of His Father and 
for the salvation of all people, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
We can’t help but notice everyone’s surprise that Jesus rose from the dead. Joseph of Arimathea 
and Nicodemus had wrapped Him in burial cloths and closed Him up in a tomb. The disciples 
went into hiding while they mourned His death. The women made plans to return to the tomb 
after the Sabbath and apply more spices to Jesus’ dead body. 
 
But by Sunday morning, there was no dead body to be found. An angel came down from 
heaven and rolled back the stone from the tomb (Mat. 28:2). Those who looked inside did not 
see what they expected to see. They found nothing but burial cloths. Jesus was gone! “He is not 
here,” said the angel, “for he has risen, as he said” (Mat. 28:6). 
 
“He Has Risen, as He Said.” His resurrection was no secret. Jesus predicted it would happen. 
He told His disciples before these events that “he must go to Jerusalem… and be killed, and on the 
third day be raised” (Mat. 16:21). Again He said, “[men] will kill him, and he will be raised on the third 
day” (17:23). And again, “they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be 
mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the third day” (20:18-19). Those were Jesus’ 
own words. They were very clear. 
 
He had spoken about His resurrection at other times too, but not as clearly. Early in His public 
work, He had told the Jewish religious leaders, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 
up” (Joh. 2:19). They thought He was talking about the temple building, but “he was speaking 
about the temple of his body” (v. 21). Another time, He told the scribes and Pharisees that He 
would be three days and nights “in the heart of the earth,” just as Jonah was three days and nights 
“in the belly of the great fish” (Mat. 12:40). 
 
Ironically, it seems Jesus’ enemies took His words more seriously than His disciples did. The 
chief priests and Pharisees went to Pilate the day after Jesus’ death and said, “Sir, we remember 
how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ Therefore order the tomb to 
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be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has 
risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse than the first” (Mat. 27:63-64). 
 
Isn’t that something? Jesus’ enemies heard the prediction loud and clear, but they did not want 
it to be true. Jesus’ disciples, on the other hand, did not understand or grasp what He said, even 
though they desperately wanted it to be true. I suppose we can’t be too hard on the disciples. 
We are likewise faced with the tension between what Jesus says and what our eyes see, between 
His promise and our experience. 
 
We face this tension whenever we lay someone to rest in the tomb. It is obvious to us that the 
body is dead, that no life remains in it anymore. How can we be so sure that the body will rise 
again? No one has ever seen a dead person come back to life. Cemeteries do not typically shrink 
in size; they expand. So we are really in the same place as the disciples were from Good Friday 
evening to Easter Sunday morning. As far as we can observe, death is final. 
 
But the Lord kept His Word; He did rise from the dead. The disciples could hardly believe what 
they were seeing. That’s why Jesus wanted them to cling to His Word. Our own sight, 
experience, and reason are not infallible, but the Word is. After His resurrection, the disciples 
remembered Jesus’ prediction, “and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken” 
(Joh. 2:22; also Luk. 24:6-7). 
 
Does that mean we cannot be sure of our resurrection and the resurrection of our loved ones 
until we see it happen? Not at all. We can be sure of the resurrection of the body because of 
Jesus’ resurrection. He said, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, 
yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die” (Joh. 11:25-26). Even the 
night before His death He said, “Because I live, you also will live” (14:19). 
 
Because Jesus lives, we will live. Because He rose again from the dead, we will rise again from 
the dead. Our life here and our eternal future are completely tied up in Him. This connection to 
the living Lord started for many of us at our baptism. Paul writes, “We were buried therefore with 
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we 
shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his” (Rom. 6:4-5). 
 
Paul says that if we died to sin through baptism, if our sins were buried with Christ, then they 
do not stick to us anymore. Jesus atoned for them on the cross, and they were buried with Him 
in the tomb. Those sins did not rise again with Jesus on Easter. They stayed buried. That means 
our sin is no longer counted against us. That means death no longer has dominion over us, 
because it “no longer has dominion over Jesus” (v. 9). Jesus’ resurrection means you “must consider 
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus” (v. 11). 
 
But often the opposite seems to be true. Sin and death seem very alive in us, while hope and life 
seem dead. We are troubled by the things we have done. We knew something was wrong, but 
we did it anyway. We are bothered by the bad thoughts that keep flying around in our heads. 
We can’t get over the guilt of our failures, both the big ones and the small ones. We hardly look 
like the redeemed and righteous children of God that we became at our baptism. 
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This is why we return every day to the waters of our baptism by repentance and faith. We 
drown our old Adam with its sins and evil lusts, and we cling to the sure promises of Jesus. We 
also return each week to be comforted and strengthened by God’s Word in the Divine Service. 
This is why we have come here today. We have come to hear the words of the angel: “Do not be 
alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen!” (Mar. 16:6). 
 
Jesus was crucified for you, for all your sins. He paid the debt you owed. The work to save you 
was, as He said, “finished!” (John 19:30). And His empty tomb proves that His saving work was 
accepted by God the Father. God is not angry with you. He forgives you. Christ’s resurrection is 
your justification. It is the declaration of your innocence before God.  
 
You can’t know this forgiveness by feeling it. You may not always feel forgiven, but you are. 
You are forgiven because “He Has Risen, as He Said.” Jesus kept His Word. He did what He 
said He would do. He always keeps His Word. This is why you can be certain that your sins are 
forgiven, and that you and all the dead will rise again on the last day. You will rise again 
because Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Amen. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


