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The Fourth Sunday in Lent 
St. John 6:1-15: “God’s Eternal Savings Plan” 
March 30/31, 2019 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, You are the bread of life, and have promised that whoever 
comes to You shall never hunger: Grant us faith truly to partake of You through Word and 
Sacrament, that we may find refreshment of spirit and be strengthened for Your service; who 
lives and reigns with the Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and forever. 
Amen. (Parish Prayers, ed. Frank Colquhoun, p. 60) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the sixth chapter of the Gospel according to St. John. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 
And a large crowd was following Him, because they saw the signs that He was doing on the 
sick. Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat down with His disciples. Now the 
Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. Lifting up His eyes, then, and seeing that a large 
crowd was coming toward Him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these 
people may eat?” He said this to test him, for He Himself knew what He would do. / Philip 
answered Him, “Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a 
little.” One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, “There is a boy here 
who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” / Jesus said, “Have 
the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five 
thousand in number. Jesus then took the loaves, and when He had given thanks, He distributed 
them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. / And when they had 
eaten their fill, He told His disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be 
lost.” So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley 
loaves left by those who had eaten. When the people saw the sign that He had done, they said, 
“This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” / Perceiving then that they were 
about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain 
by Himself. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, our priceless Treasure, who considered us worth the cost of His suffering and 
death, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
The restaurants and retailers that advertise on TV, online, and in print are not concerned about 
how well you manage your money. They want you to buy their product, and they don’t want 
you to spend time thinking about it. They want you to act on your impulses. They want you to 
buy now. And we have all learned the hard way why this isn’t such a good idea. We end up 
with products cluttering our closets and countertops that we hardly use, and we find ourselves 
in a financial pinch when the bills come due. 
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So we want to be wise and responsible with our money. We are certainly free to spend it on 
things we need and even things we want. But it is also good to set some aside, to save it up for 
future expenses. The government manages the Social Security program as a way to help with 
this, and many businesses offer retirement plans to their employees. 
 
But the person who has made all the right financial decisions and has more than enough money 
saved up for retirement still does not have everything he needs. In the end, that person will not 
be able to buy his way out of terminal illness, old age, or death. 
 
And maybe this was on the people’s minds as they followed Jesus. They saw what He was 
doing for the sick, how He could heal them in an instant. Those watching may have thought to 
themselves that while they were healthy today, they could be in great need tomorrow. So they 
crowded around Jesus and followed Him even when He went to a remote area by the lake. 
 
When evening came, the disciples thought Jesus should send the people away, so they could 
buy food for themselves (Mat. 14:15). But Jesus asked the disciples to provide the food. The 
disciples didn’t believe this was possible. The crowd was too big. The need was too great. One 
of them found a boy with five barley loaves and two fish, “but what are they for so many?” he 
asked. 
 
Then, as you heard, Jesus took the loaves and fish, gave thanks, and distributed the fragments 
among the people, as much as they wanted. By this miracle, Jesus turned food for one family 
into food for five thousand men along with many women and children (Mat. 14:21). When 
everyone had eaten their fill, Jesus sent His disciples to gather up the leftover fragments, and it 
was enough to fill up twelve baskets. 
 
That was a lot of food! Maybe the only place you have been around that many hungry people at 
once is a football stadium or sports arena. Imagine if 5,000 people came at the same time to one 
of our local grocery stores. How much food would be left on the shelves when they were done? 
Not much! 
 
So the people had seen Jesus healing the sick, and now they saw Him turn a little amount of 
food into a lot. You can’t blame them for saying among themselves that as long as they were 
with Jesus, they had it made. They wouldn’t have to worry about work, because Jesus could 
provide their food. They wouldn’t have to worry about their health, because Jesus could make 
them well again. What more could they do to secure their future than make Jesus their king? 
 
They could hardly wish for something better than this, but their reasons for wanting Jesus to be 
king were selfish. So Jesus withdrew from the crowd and went up the mountain alone. The next 
day, the people again came looking for Him. He wasted no time in showing their true motives: 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of 
the loaves” (Joh. 6:26). They were not seeking to make Him king because they believed He was 
the promised Savior from sin. They wanted to make Him king to keep their bellies full. 
 
Then Jesus said, “Do not labor for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life” (v. 
27). What does that mean, “Do not labor for the food that perishes”? Doesn’t the Bible say 
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somewhere, “If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat” (2Th. 3:10)? Jesus is not telling us here 
to take it easy and be lazy. What He is saying is that we must keep work and the pursuit of 
wealth in their proper place. 
 
Those things are for this life only. Our wealth and belongings do not last forever, and we cannot 
take them with us when we die. They are for our use and enjoyment here, but they must not 
become our gods. You know how fleeting earthly treasurers are. Think of what was most 
precious to you when you were five years old; when you were ten; when you were twenty or 
forty or sixty. Think what thing was most precious to you just a couple years ago. It has 
probably been replaced by something different today. 
 
If we labor only for the food that perishes, we will live a very empty and disappointing life. 
More money is great, but what good are extra jobs and overtime hours if they keep husband 
and wife from spending time with each other or their children? What good is it if work keeps 
the Christian from regularly hearing and learning God’s Word? 
 
How much would you be willing to give up for your family? And how much would you be 
willing to give up for the Word of God? If these things are your priority, then everything else 
should adjust around them. Of course this is a hard thing. Many of us are driven to do more, to 
push forward, to achieve greater success. We get so occupied in chasing “the food that perishes,” 
that we lose sight of “the food that endures to eternal life.” 
 
So in striving for earthly wealth, we can endanger our inheritance of heavenly wealth, which 
God wants to give us. Our priorities are often self-centered and skewed, but His purposes are 
full of grace and always intended for our good. In fact, God put an eternal savings plan in place 
for each one of us and for all the people in the world. Your pension plan could be taken away 
from you, and there may not be any Social Security money available by the time you are old 
enough to use it. But God’s Eternal Savings Plan is a sure thing. 
 
God’s Eternal Savings Plan isn’t dependent on the government, your employer, or even you. 
Hi Plan is dependent on His love and faithfulness toward sinners. His love compelled Him to 
give His only-begotten Son to suffer and die in your place. And His Son willingly went to the 
cross and grave. The apostle Paul wrote, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich” (2Co. 
8:9). 
 
Jesus left the glories of heaven, so that He could take your sins upon Himself – the sins of your 
greed and selfishness, the sins of caring most about the things of this life instead of the things to 
come. Jesus considered your soul worth the price of redemption. He did not run from the agony 
and suffering. He did not free Himself from the nails of the cross. You were too valuable to 
Him. For you, He would go all the way to His death. 
 
Because He did that, your debt of sin has been marked “paid in full.” God forgives your sins, all 
of them. In their place, He credits you with the perfect righteousness of Jesus. These blessings 
are gifts from Him—they are not obtained by anything you do. These blessings are yours by the 
faith He has worked in your heart. 
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But faith is not something that once you have it, you can’t lose it. As the body must be fed 
physically to survive, faith must be fed spiritually. Jesus said to the crowd, “I am the bread of life; 
whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst” (v. 35). Faith is 
fed by hungering for Jesus and His righteousness. It is fed when sinners bring their sins to Him 
in repentance and drink from His cleansing absolution. Faith is fed by feasting on God’s Word. 
Once a week in church does not satisfy the soul’s need. Twice a week doesn’t do the job either. 
The body needs food every day and so does the soul. 
 
Jesus freely gives Himself for our spiritual nourishment. He is “the bread of life.” In words which 
offended many in the crowd, He said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son 
of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 
Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him” (vv. 53-56). 
 
What Jesus was telling them is that there is nothing worth having in the world apart from Him. 
Nothing else can bring hope. Nothing else can give life. Apart from Jesus, all we have is to chase 
after things that are destined to break down, spoil, and die. But in Jesus, we labor and persevere 
toward things that will last—not just for a while, but for eternity. 
 
The eternal blessings of heaven are yours. God has them all stored up for you. They cost Jesus 
His life, but they don’t cost you a dime. Jesus has prepared for you a great heavenly feast, so 
that you will never again hunger or thirst or lack anything, but will find eternal fulfillment and 
satisfaction in Him alone.  
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


