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The First Sunday after Epiphany 
St. Luke 2:41-52: “You Are Never Too Old to Learn.” 
January 12/13, 2019 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Lord God, heavenly Father, in mercy You have established the Christian home among us: We 
beseech You so to rule and direct our hearts, that we may be good examples to children and 
those subject to us, and not offend them by word or deed, but faithfully teach them to love Your 
Church and hear Your blessed Word. Give them Your Spirit and grace, that this seed may bring 
forth good fruit, so that our home life may advance Your glory, honor and praise, our own 
improvement and welfare, and give offense to no one; through the same, Your beloved Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one true God, now 
and forever. Amen. (ELH, p. 149) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the second chapter of the Gospel according to St. Luke. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when He 
was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. And when the feast was ended, as 
they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but 
supposing Him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for 
Him among their relatives and acquaintances, and when they did not find Him, they returned 
to Jerusalem, searching for Him. / After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all who heard Him were 
amazed at His understanding and His answers. And when His parents saw Him, they were 
astonished. And His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You treated us so? Behold, Your 
father and I have been searching for You in great distress.” / And He said to them, “Why were 
you looking for Me? Did you not know that I must be in My Father’s house?” And they did not 
understand the saying that He spoke to them. / And He went down with them and came to 
Nazareth and was submissive to them. And His mother treasured up all these things in her 
heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, whose life of perfect righteousness is bestowed upon us through His holy Word, 
dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Parents want their children to be respectful, hardworking, and clean. These things don’t happen 
on their own. Parents teach their children to say “please” and “thank you.” They insist that their 
children finish their homework. They tell them to brush their teeth and pick up after 
themselves. One reminder does not do the job. These lessons must be repeated many times until 
they (hopefully) become habit. 
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But not all lessons are learned by verbal reminders. Children learn many things simply by 
watching their parents and following their example. My father demonstrated what it looked 
like to work hard and not complain. He taught his sons to show respect for women by opening 
doors for them, and he taught his daughters in the same way what to expect from a man. My 
parents taught us that Sunday is church day, and we went every week. They didn’t have to tell 
us these things; they showed us these things. 
 

I 
Today’s text indicates that Joseph and Mary also kept up good spiritual habits in their family. 
They would have attended their local synagogue each Sabbath day to hear the Scriptures, recite 
Psalms, and pray. And once a year, they made the several day journey from Nazareth to 
Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. The Passover celebration was significant to the Jews like 
Good Friday and Easter are to us. The Passover was when the Israelites were delivered from 
slavery in Egypt and started their journey to the Promised Land. Without the Passover, there 
was no freedom—and no nation with its spiritual center in Jerusalem. 
 
Imagine how children must have looked forward to this trip, to leave their small towns and 
communities and join the great crowds in the holy city. Families navigated the narrow streets 
while fathers and mothers told their wide-eyed kids to “Stay close!” The kids couldn’t help 
being distracted. There were so many people and so much going on! But what they most 
wanted to catch a glimpse of was the shining temple, standing high on the hill. 
 
When the temple came in view, Joseph and Mary must have told Jesus more than once about 
the day they brought Him there when he was a baby, just forty days old. As the law required, 
they were to present Him to the Lord in the temple. When they entered the temple courts, a 
man named Simeon took the baby Jesus in his arms and predicted great things about Him. A 
woman named Anna also came over and told everyone around them that the Redeemer had 
come. 
 
What do you suppose Jesus thought about these things as He got older? What did He think 
about the visit of the shepherds the night of His birth, the words of Simeon and Anna at the 
temple, the visit of the wise men, and the flight to Egypt to escape Herod’s rage? When we were 
younger, people made predictions about what we might be and do, which probably had 
something to do with the vocations of our parents. And then we all reached the point where we 
wanted to be nothing like our parents—before we became something like our parents…. 
 
As children, we may have been told that we could be the President of the United States 
someday, or a professional athlete, or a famous actor. But no one actually expected us to be this. 
Jesus was called the Messiah, the Savior, and the Light of the world, and those who said so fully 
expected Him to do it. What would a twelve-year-old boy make of all these things? 
 
Of course, Jesus was not simply a boy. He was God. And God knows all things and has power 
over all. But Jesus was still a human being. As a human being, He did not make full use of His 
divine powers. He humbled Himself. This means it was possible for Him to learn and to 
wonder about things. He wondered about those predictions for His life. Where could He go for 
guidance, for deeper insights about what was coming? What better place than the Holy 
Scriptures, and what better teachers than the ones in the temple? 
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Now that Jesus was twelve, His parents trusted Him to do some things on His own. Expecting 
that He was part of the group going back to Nazareth, they left Jerusalem. But Jesus was not 
part of the group. He had gone to the temple. He found the temple teachers and sat among 
them, “listening to them and asking them questions.” For at least parts of three days, the boy Jesus 
gladly heard and studied God’s Word. 
 

II 
But He wasn’t the only one learning. All who listened to Jesus’ questions and responses “were 
amazed at His understanding and His answers.” It was not as though Jesus was presuming to 
lecture the group. He did not take the teacher’s chair. He humbly studied under those in 
authority over Him. But teaching is not a one-way street. Those who teach probably learn as 
much themselves as their students do. I suspect you would agree with this if you have taught 
Sunday or Wednesday School or helped your child with a Catechism lesson. 
 
The same is true with home devotions. When parents lead devotions with their children, they 
learn just as much as their children do, if not more. Sometimes the learning comes from insights 
their children have or from questions they ask. Have you ever had a child ask you a profound 
question about God or about the meaning of life? It takes you by surprise. These don’t seem like 
the kinds of things children think about, but they do. 
 
Besides the questions they ask, children model for adults a strong faith in Jesus. The minds of 
adults are full of doubts about God and His love and the future. But children are not troubled 
by these things. They sing, “Jesus loves me, this I know,” and they believe it wholeheartedly. 
 
Jesus Himself pointed to children as the model for faith. On one occasion, parents were bringing 
their children to Jesus for His blessing. Jesus’ disciples were trying to keep them away. They 
thought children were a distraction to His work. Jesus was not pleased. He told His disciples, 
“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to 
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it” (Mar. 14-15). His 
words still stand. You and I do not outgrow the need for a childlike faith. 
 
But having a childlike faith does not mean being content with the basic teachings of the Bible 
and digging no further. When a child has a hobby, does he just declare what his hobby is but 
never do anything with it? No! He explores it. He wants to know more about it. He wants to 
know how it works. Materials to advance his hobby are all he requests for Christmas or his 
birthday. We should be the same way with God’s Word. We should study the truth with no less 
dedication now than we did in Christian Day School, in Sunday or Wednesday School, or in 
Catechism Class. 
 
We should want to listen to the Word and ask questions about it, just as Jesus did. We can learn 
a lot from a Twelve-year-old. Mary and Joseph learned from Him too. They were 
understandably distressed when they could not locate Jesus over three days. But Jesus had not 
gone to the temple to frustrate them. He said to His mother, “Why were you looking for Me? Did 
you not know that I must be in My Father’s house?” They needed this reminder. It was probably too 
easy for them to view Jesus as a regular boy and to forget that He was God in the flesh. 
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We forget that too. We can think of the accounts about Jesus in the Bible as nice stories that 
don’t have much impact on us today. But Jesus was not simply a wise teacher or a miracle 
worker. Jesus is true God and Man, who shed His holy blood for our sins. He came to redeem 
us from the sins of our youth, our teenage years, our 20s and 30s, and beyond. He came to atone 
for our sins of being bad examples to children, of failing to study His Word, and of taking His 
holy gifts for granted. Jesus died for all of these sins, and He remembers them no more. 
 
Through the message of forgiveness, Jesus also works in you good and holy desires. He leads 
you to pay closer attention to His Word, and He helps you to make it a part of your home life. 
You may not feel equipped to study the Word on your own or to teach it to your children, but 
you would certainly acknowledge that you have more to learn. Learning and growing in God’s 
Word is as simple as setting aside five minutes at breakfast or after supper or before bed to read 
a devotion or a chapter from the Bible. Then you and your children will develop good spiritual 
habits. And you will be passing along to them a greater inheritance than any amount of money 
or precious things. 
 
Even Jesus, who according to His divine nature knew all things, made the study of the 
Scriptures His priority. His example was a powerful lesson for the adults around Him, just as it 
is for us today. But He is not just our example. He is our Savior. His perfect desire for God’s 
Word counts as our righteousness for all the times we have broken the Third Commandment. 
And His perfect submission to His parents and to all earthly authority counts for each time we 
have broken the Fourth Commandment. 
 
His righteousness is continuously applied to us and brings relief to our conscience every time 
we hear His Word. You and I will never outgrow the need for this instruction and comfort. 
Whether you are ten or twenty or forty or eighty, God has more to teach you about the rich 
blessings of His grace, which Jesus obtained for you. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


