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The Fourth Sunday in Advent 
St. Matthew 1:18-25: “Immanuel Has Come, Still Comes, and Will Come.” 
December 22/23, 2018 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

LORD God, gracious Father, who in the fullness of time sent Your Son to assume our flesh and 
become our Brother, we thank You for Your truth and fatherly goodness in giving us this 
Savior, by whose birth we are delivered from sin, death, Satan, and hell; and we humbly ask 
You, keep us until the end in true knowledge of our Redeemer, that, with all the holy angels, we 
may rejoice at His nativity and behold Him, together with You and the Holy Spirit, in glory and 
majesty, now and forever. Amen. (The Lutheran Liturgy, p. 57) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the first chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When His mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 
divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call His 
name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” / All this took place to fulfill what the 
Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call 
His name ‘Immanuel’” (which means, “God with us”). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as 
the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given 
birth to a son. And he called His name Jesus. (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who has not left us as orphans in this sin-filled world, but who comes to us to 
strengthen and keep us in the faith until His final coming in glory, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Faith is a major theme in this part of the year, not just in the church but also in society. Our 
society encourages faith with regard to Santa Claus. Many holiday movies are based on the idea 
that Santa can carry out his gift-giving work only if enough people believe in him. Their faith is 
what gives him power. Naturally this belief in Santa is most challenging for adults, whose 
reason gets in the way. But the adults always come around, and everyone has a happy 
Christmas. 
 
The church also preaches the need for faith, but the object of faith is not Santa and his promise 
of earthly gifts. The church’s object of faith is Jesus Christ and His promise of heavenly gifts. A 
childlike faith is needed here too, since it is easy to have doubts about what Jesus has 
accomplished. But while there is no evidence for Santa beyond recent and fictional fantasy, 
there is extensive evidence for Jesus in the ancient and historical texts of the Bible. 
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I 
From Genesis to Revelation, the central character in the Bible is the Savior promised to Adam 
and Eve and their descendants after the fall into sin. At that time, the LORD told the devil: “I will 
put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise 
your head, and you shall bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). 
 
What did that mean? The LORD was telling Satan that he would not have his way with 
mankind. He would not be able to lead them unopposed into darkness. Satan’s offspring and 
the woman’s offspring would be at enmity with each other. They would be adversaries. They 
would struggle and battle against one another. And then at a certain point, one particular 
Descendant of the woman would stomp on Satan’s head. He would crush any authority the 
devil had. 
 
When would these things take place? The struggle between righteousness and unrighteousness 
was evident right away. Sin strained the marriage of Adam and Eve, and the devil’s work was 
also manifest in their children. Their firstborn son Cain became angry at his younger brother 
Abel when the LORD accepted Abel’s offering but not Cain’s. The LORD warned Cain that “sin is 
crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it” (Gen. 4:7). But Cain allowed 
Satan to slither in, and Cain attacked and killed his brother. 
 
How sad this must have been for Adam and Eve! They had hoped Cain might be the promised 
Offspring who would crush the deceiver’s head. Instead they watched the devil tempt Cain to 
sin just as he had tempted them. When would their Redeemer come? Adam waited hundreds of 
years for this Savior, but by the time of his death at age 930 the Savior had not arrived (5:3-5). 
Then more time passed, a lot more time. Centuries turned into millennia, and still there was no 
Savior. 
 
The need for a Savior was obvious. Before God sent the worldwide flood, the Bible says that 
“the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually” (6:5). This wickedness continued after the flood too. When not only ten 
righteous people could be found in Sodom and Gomorrah, the LORD rained down fire and 
destroyed those cities. By the time the prophet Elijah came along, he thought he was the only 
believer left in the entire world. He wasn’t far off. The LORD said that just 7000 Israelites 
continued to follow Him (1Ki. 19:18). That is the equivalent of the towns of Cresco and New 
Hampton pitted against the rest of the world. 
 
The devil appeared to be working unchecked among men and winning the battle. When would 
his terrible reign end? When would the woman’s Offspring come, the One who would conquer 
him? No one knew. But there were prophesies, prophesies that more and more clearly prepared 
the people for the Savior’s coming. One of these was delivered to King Ahaz by the prophet 
Isaiah in the 700s B. C., and it is repeated in today’s Gospel lesson: “Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). 
 
“[T]he virgin shall conceive and bear a son.” That must be the woman’s Offspring! But here was a 
new detail. The woman would be a virgin, and yet she would give birth to a son. This is why 
the child could be called “Immanuel,” a title meaning “God with us.” If a child were conceived in 
the natural way, he could not be called “Immanuel.” But this child would be conceived in a 
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supernatural way. This is how the perfect God would become a member of the human race 
while retaining His righteousness and innocence. 
 
So the stage was set. The Savior would come from a virgin woman who trusted the promises of 
God. Now what was the LORD waiting for? Hadn’t the devil done enough damage? But the 
fulfillment of the LORD’s promise waited another 700 years. It was not until “the fullness of time 
had come,” which God in His wisdom had determined. At that point in history, “God sent forth 
his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law” (Gal. 4:4-5). The 
eternal Son of God was the child who grew inside Mary’s womb. The angel told Joseph that this 
child “which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit,” and that “He will save His people from their 
sins.” 
 

II 
There is no question in the Bible about whether or not the promised Savior came. This is what 
we celebrate at Christmas, the coming of Immanuel—God with us—to save sinners. This God 
incarnate did what He was sent to do. He perfectly kept God’s law on behalf of all people, and 
He was crucified and died for their sins. On the third day, He rose again in victory over death, 
and forty days later He ascended into heaven. 
 
But we do not see Him now like the disciples did. We did not witness His many miracles. We 
did not see Him die and rise again. We long for His presence now as we go through our 
troubles and trials. How can we make Him a part of our lives? How can we be sure that He is 
near? Some speak about Jesus in nearly the same way that they speak about Santa. They say 
that Jesus’ coming really depends on us. If we believe in Him enough, then He will come. 
 
But the comfort of the Gospel is that He comes to us even when our faith is barely there, when 
we are hanging on by our fingertips. This happens when we feel guilt for wrongs we have done. 
We let Satan in. We did what we knew we shouldn’t. And now we live with a violated 
conscience. At these times, the devil is only too glad to whisper in our ear, “Look what you’ve 
done! How could God love you? What a failure you are!” 
 
Other times, we struggle with intense doubt and grief because of a loss we have experienced. 
“Why did God let me endure such financial hardship?” “Why didn’t He stop those who ruined 
my reputation?” “Why did He take away the one I love?” It is hard for us to see His grace and 
goodness in these difficult times. We even wonder whether God might be punishing us. We 
wonder if He is worth following at all. 
 
But as far away as Jesus seems to be at these times, He is actually quite close. He does not wait 
for us to have enough faith. He comes to us to give us faith and strengthen it. Like His humble 
coming into the world, so He still hides His glorious presence in humble means. He comes to us 
through the simple preaching of His Word and through the water, bread, and wine of His 
Sacraments. And He does this work through unimpressive men whose weaknesses are well 
known. 
 
His saving power is not affected by our lack of faith. He comes on His own to bestow His rich 
blessings upon us. He comes with forgiveness for stubborn sinners who have trouble admitting 
their wrongs. He brings healing to those whose wounds are self-inflicted. He covers with His 
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righteousness the ones whom the world calls unredeemable. “Immanuel” still comes to us. He is 
still “God with us”—God with us through His holy Word. 
 
And Jesus, our Immanuel, will come again in glory. Just as the people of the Old Testament 
waited for God to fulfill His promise to send a Savior, so we now wait for our Savior to return 
on the last day. He could come back tomorrow, or His glorious coming might be thousands of 
years away. What seems like a long time to us is not a long time to our God. “[W]ith the Lord one 
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (2Pe. 3:8). 
 
But as surely as the LORD kept His promise to send a Savior, and as surely as Jesus still comes to 
us through His holy Word, so He surely will come again in glory. On that day, Jesus will do 
exactly what He has promised. He will raise all the dead and will glorify the bodies of all 
believers. Then these saints will be gathered to His glorious presence in heaven. 
 
In heaven there will be no more struggle against the devil. There will be no more feelings of 
doubt and loneliness and sorrow. Because then we will finally be taken up to Him who came 
down to save us. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


