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The Second Sunday in Advent (Advent 3 readings) 
St. Matthew 11:2-10: “Shall We Look for Another?” 
December 8/9, 2018 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O gracious and merciful Lord Jesus Christ, who by countless signs and wonders showed 
Yourself to be the true Messiah that was to come, in whom alone we trust and do not look for 
another, we give You thanks for the true knowledge of You, and humbly ask You, keep us 
steadfast in Your Word, lest, being offended in You, we be led to depart from You; who lives 
and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and forever. Amen. (The 
Lutheran Liturgy, p. 53) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the eleventh chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. We 
read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and 
said to Him, “Are You the One who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have 
good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.” / As they 
went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed 
in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. What then did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is 
written, ‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.’” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, “whose way John the Baptizer prepared, proclaiming Him the Messiah, the very 
Lamb of God” (Preface for Advent, ELH p. 74), dear fellow redeemed: 
 
In a couple weeks, most of us will be receiving new things wrapped up in multi-colored paper. 
Some things will be expected and some things will be surprises. Do you remember what you 
received for Christmas last year? If you do remember, what is the current condition of the gifts 
you received? Any food you were given is almost certainly gone. Your new socks probably 
don’t have holes in them yet, but they might be getting threadbare. Electronic devices are most 
likely still in good working order. Last year’s toys are probably in good shape. 
 
But I don’t expect that you still look at these items with the same joy and appreciation as when 
you first opened the package. Those brand new things do not look so special anymore. They 
have become common. When they become outdated or when they break, it will not be hard for 
you to toss them and go looking for something new. 
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And this is not wrong. It is fine to go shopping for a newer car when yours is getting expensive 
to repair. It is okay to buy a new computer or a new phone when the one you had doesn’t work 
well anymore. It is fine to update your wardrobe (including that shirt from the 1980s that your 
wife has been trying to hide or replace for the last thirty years). Our money and our earthly 
possessions are gifts from God which He intends that we use in this life. We can’t take any 
material things with us to heaven. They are for here and now. 
 

I 
But we should not consider everything in life as being so disposable. For one thing, there is no 
price tag for a solid reputation as the Proverb says, “A good name is to be chosen rather than great 
riches” (22:1). For another, you and I only have one body. This is why we are concerned to eat 
good foods, to refrain from excessive drinking and other unhealthy habits, and to stay away 
from any dangerous or immoral activities that could harm our bodies. Paul writes that “your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you…. You are not your own, for you were bought with a 
price” (1Co. 6:19-20). 
 
And the most important thing we have in this life is the Holy Bible, the Word of God. It is by 
this Word that we have faith and hope, and that we learn to love as God has loved us. This 
Word promises the forgiveness of our sins and a never-ending life of bliss after this one. 
Without this book, we would know very little about God. We would not know how He 
graciously looks upon us, and how He sent a Savior to redeem us and the Holy Spirit to comfort 
us. 
 
But there are many who find the Word wanting. They desire a religion that better fits their 
natural inclinations, or a religion that makes them responsible for getting right with God. To 
satisfy these desires, they step outside of the Bible and look for new revelations of the Spirit, 
new instructions for how to live their lives. 
 
Think about the many cult leaders who have established their own systems of belief. They 
claimed to receive special messages from God, truths that are not found in the Bible. 
Muhammed did this in the 600s when he developed Islam. Joseph Smith did something similar 
when he started the Mormon church in the 1800s. And then in recent decades, we have watched 
men set themselves up as modern-day messiahs, men like Jim Jones who formed the Peoples’ 
Temple cult, David Koresh who led the Branch Davidians, and Marshall Applewhite who 
started the Heaven’s Gate group. 
 
In each case, these leaders built religions that gave them absolute authority. Their opinions were 
to be unquestioned and their every desire satisfied. Their followers were to be loyal to them in 
everything, and they were to be willing to give up their lives for the cause. Many of them did 
give up their lives. They died tragic deaths, either by suicide or by engaging in armed conflict 
with those who opposed them. 
 
We regard these cult founders as being mentally unstable, manipulative, or both. We think of 
them as being very different than we are. But we have more in common with them than we 
imagine. We also like to have things go our way and have others go along with our thinking. 
We also want to take whatever our hearts and bodies desire. We do not want to bow to any 
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authority, abide by someone else’s rules, or accept the responsibilities placed in our hands. In 
short, we often want to be our own god. 
 
John the Baptizer was no cult leader or pleasure seeker. He was a humble servant of God. But 
he was unsure about Jesus’ timetable for His work. He wanted Him to provide clarity about His 
person and purpose. John sent messengers to ask Jesus, “Are You the One who is to come, or shall 
we look for another?” It was a pointed question. If Jesus was not the Messiah, He should say so. 
Then John would know his task was not complete, and that he must still prepare the way for 
the Messiah. But if Jesus was the Messiah, then John could send his disciples to Jesus and let his 
imprisonment run its course. 
 
We do not know if John asked this question for his own benefit or for the benefit of his 
followers. Maybe he was trying to get them to leave him, so they would follow the Christ 
instead. Or maybe he was impatient for the Messiah to conduct Himself like Malachi described 
in today’s OT lesson. Malachi prophesied that He would be “like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ 
soap,” and that He would “draw near… for judgment” (3:1-6). Or maybe John felt depressed and 
discouraged that he should have to sit in prison while there was so much work to do for God. 
 

II 
Whatever his personal thoughts, John’s question was most important, “Are You the One who is to 
come, or shall we look for another?” It is still important, and we still find ourselves asking it. We 
struggle within ourselves whether we should give all our attention and devotion to Jesus, or 
whether we should “look for another.” This describes the entirety of human life, and especially 
the life of the Christian. Will we look to Christ or somewhere else? 
 
We have often looked somewhere else. We have looked to the god of money, thinking that more 
money could buy us happiness. We have looked to the god of power and prestige, hoping to 
make a name for ourselves and leave a lasting legacy. We have looked to the god of pleasure, 
thinking that only this could satisfy. We have looked to other gods besides—the god of reason, 
the god of entertainment, the god of adventure, the god of self-righteousness, the god of 
achievement. These are the gods of the world. They are very appealing, and it is not hard to find 
them. 
 
But their promises are empty. The gods of this world are like the idols described in Psalm 115: 
“They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see. They have ears, but do not hear; noses, but do 
not smell. They have hands, but do not feel; feet, but do not walk; and they do not make a sound in their 
throat” (vv. 5-7). The gods of this world are lifeless. They are dead. Therefore, says the psalmist, 
“Those who make them become like them; so do all who trust in them” (v. 8). Eternal death is the 
certain fate of all who follow the gods of the world. 
 
But in Jesus there is hope, and there is life. Jesus told the messengers of John, “Go and tell John 
what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf 
hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them.” Jesus does not leave 
the blind in the dark like the world does; He gives sight. He does not cripple, but strengthens. 
He does not pollute, but cleanses. He does not plug ears with lies, but opens them to the truth. 
He does not come to destroy, but to save. He does not steal; He gives. This is nothing like the 
cult leaders and false teachers we find throughout history. 
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Jesus proclaims good news, the good news of sins forgiven and salvation secured. He came to 
take all our sins upon Himself, our sins of selfishness and stubbornness, our sins of indulgence 
and irresponsibility, our sins of treasure-hunting and glory-seeking. All these sins He gathered 
to Himself, and He suffered and bled for every one. He gave you the best gift a sinner can 
receive—the gift of a clear conscience through the washing away of sin. This gift does not 
become outdated or fade over time. It never needs to be replaced. In Christ, your sins are 
forgiven yesterday and today and forever. 
 
Because you and I need to be reminded and assured about this forgiveness, Jesus repeats it 
again and again in the divine service. We hear the absolution, we listen to the Scripture lessons 
and the sermon, and we partake of Holy Communion. Through these holy means, Jesus brings 
us the gracious forgiveness of all our sins, and He gives us the strength and the resolve to press 
on to our heavenly goal. 
 
So Shall We Look for Another? Can a better Savior be found? No, Jesus is the only Savior. He 
came to redeem us from our sin and the death we deserved. He comes to visit us now through 
His life-giving Word and Sacraments. And “He shall come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead” (Nicene Creed). We look to Him and Him alone. We wait for Him and 
Him alone. And we know that our humble trust in Him will not be disappointed. Jesus said, 
“[B]lessed is the one who is not offended by Me.” 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


