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The First Sunday in Advent 
St. Matthew 21:1-9: “Where Jesus Is, There Is Hope.” 
December 1/2, 2018 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Almighty Lord God, who by Your grace this day permitted us to enter a new church year, we 
humbly ask You, grant unto Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom which comes down 
from above, that Your Word, as becomes it, may not be bound, but have free course and be 
preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve 
You, and in the confession of Your name abide unto the end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, now and forever. Amen. (The 
Lutheran Liturgy, p. 49) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the twenty-first chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. 
We read selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then 
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately 
you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to Me. If anyone 
says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” / 
This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, “Say to the Daughter of Zion, 
‘Behold, your King is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast 
of burden.’” / The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey 
and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and He sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And 
the crowds that went before Him and that followed Him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (ESV) 
 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who came humbly to Jerusalem to win for all sinners the certain hope of eternal 
life in heaven, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
It was festival time in Jerusalem. Jewish peoples traveled from far and wide to observe the 
Passover in the capital city of Judah. Imagine the excitement of the tired travelers when they 
first caught a glimpse of the city with its shining temple high atop this holy hill. Jerusalem was 
a sacred place, and the Passover was one of the most important Jewish festivals. It was the 
annual celebration of God freeing the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. This was when the angel 
of death passed over the blood-stained homes of the Israelites but killed all the firstborn sons of 
the Egyptians. 
 
While this annual festival was a time of great enthusiasm and rejoicing in Jerusalem, it is certain 
that not all greeted the week with gladness. The Roman governor Pontius Pilate and the 
soldiers under his command were some of these. They were on high alert whenever the city 
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swelled with people for a religious observance. Insurrection was a real threat to the Roman 
authorities, as we know from the charge against the criminal Barabbas. 
 
But some of the Jews also must have struggled to celebrate due to the same misfortunes and 
sorrows that affect people of all times. There may have been a man recently unemployed who 
had no idea how to feed his family. Or a woman who learned that nothing could be done about 
her illness. Or a teenager bullied by his peers who felt that no one cared about him. Or a young 
woman who had something precious taken from her. Or a family which mourned the sudden 
death of a dear loved one. 
 

I 
The problems facing the Israelites that Passover week were not so different than the problems 
we face today. All troubles, sorrows, and death have the same source, the same root. All come 
from sin, and sin has afflicted the world ever since Adam and Eve’s fall. Sin keeps us from 
enjoying perfect bliss in this life. 
 
Still, we certainly have many happy times and joyful celebrations. Sometimes our troubles feel 
light, almost as though they are not there. But other times the troubles of life feel very 
burdensome, and we can find it difficult to celebrate. Maybe Thanksgiving was like this for you, 
and you found yourself thinking about your many needs instead of your blessings. And for all 
the cheerful songs and decorations and parties leading up to Christmas, the joy that everyone 
else seems to have can make your loneliness or sorrow or pain all the more sharp. 
 
At these times, you may think to yourself, “Why does everyone else seem so happy when I can 
barely get out of bed in the morning?” “Why do they seem to be so blessed when I suffer one 
bad thing after another?” Even if the festivities can temporarily distract from the pain, the 
subsequent letdown when the holidays are over can make the pain even worse.  
 
What can be done at times like these? There are many ways people try to dull the pain. Some try 
to address it with alcohol, but they are worse off by the time the bottle is empty. Some try to 
address it with drugs, but the ensuing crash leaves them more crushed than before. Others try 
to address the pain with impulsive spending, with binge eating, with pleasure seeking, and 
even with gift giving. But these things do not get at the heart of our pain and our sorrow. 
 
Then what hope do we have? Our hope came to Jerusalem at the beginning of that Passover 
week. His mode of His coming that day had been prophesied about 550 years earlier by 
Zechariah who said: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (9:9). The people must have wondered who this king would 
be. Would he be a king like David, or like Solomon who was also hailed as king while he rode 
upon his father’s mule (1Ki. 1:38-39)? 
 
Zechariah described a King who would come in peace. He would come “righteous and having 
salvation” (9:9). He would “speak peace to the nations” (v. 10). And because of the blood of His 
covenant with His people, He would set them free (v. 11). The people were to look forward to 
the coming of this King with hope (v. 12). 
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The crowds did not fail to make this connection when Jesus approached Jerusalem on a donkey. 
They hailed Him as King using the words of Psalm 118, a messianic Psalm: “Hosanna to the Son 
of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” But why should 
Jesus be the fulfillment of the prophecy? How could they know He wasn’t just some con-man 
seeking glory? They knew, because He had only recently raised Lazarus from the dead. People 
who had witnessed this miracle told the festival-goers in Jerusalem what had happened (Joh. 
12:17-18). Who else but the promised Messiah could raise up the dead? 
 

II 
The news about His arrival quickly spread through the city. It reached the ears of the poor, the 
sick, the lonely, the depressed, and the grieving. Before, they felt hopeless. But now hope 
entered in. Could this be the long-promised Messiah? Had the One arrived who would save 
them? He certainly had, but perhaps not in the way they expected. He had not come to take 
away all their troubles on earth. He came to give them hope of something more than the world 
can offer. 
 
The world presents physical health and earthly pleasures and possessions as the best hope for 
happiness. But these things are only temporary. God’s Son humbled Himself and gave Himself 
up to death, so that sinners might be glorified and have eternal life. He did not come to treat the 
symptoms of our problems, which is all the world can possibly do. He came to get at the source 
of our problems, which is sin. 
 
Jesus came to make peace between the holy God and sinful mankind by offering up Himself on 
the cross. He took the eternal penalty for sin on Himself. The punishment and death that every 
sinner deserved from God was poured out on Jesus. He took our place in hell, so we could have 
a place in heaven. 
 
This salvation was not for the Jews only, but also for the Gentiles. Paul wrote to the Gentile 
Christians in Ephesus, “[R]emember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from 
the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God 
in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ” (Eph. 2:12-13). Before, they were without hope because they were separated from God, 
but in Christ Jesus, by His blood, they had been brought near to Him. They had been added to 
the Church of all believers. 
 
Now they had hope. And it wasn’t the sort of hope people talk about when they are listing their 
dreams or making their Christmas list—“I hope this happens someday,” or “I hope I get this.” 
The hope we have in Jesus is a sure hope. It is a hope based on firm promises. It is the “hope of 
eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages began” (Ti. 1:2). It is a hope rooted in 
Jesus, who died and rose again for sinners, and who is now “manifested in his word” (v. 3). 
 
This holy Word is how Jesus comes to us today and how He brings us hope. He comes to us 
humbly just as He came to Jerusalem, and He comes to bring peace. We even echo the words of 
the crowd when we sing in our Communion liturgy, “Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord!” We welcome Jesus to the altar of our church where He gladly 
dispenses the gifts of His grace. 
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Through His Word and Sacraments, Jesus comes to you in your hurt, your sorrow, your pain, 
your doubt, your loneliness, and your guilt. He comes to forgive your sins. He comes to relieve 
your burdens. He comes to encourage you. He comes to strengthen your faith. He comes to give 
you hope. There is no shame in this hope (Rom. 5:5). It is no empty dream. Jesus is with us, even 
now, and Where Jesus Is, There Is Hope. 

 
In the days, months, and years to come, you will experience happiness and heartache, joys and 
sorrow. But you will not face these times alone. Jesus will come to you and abide with you. You 
do not have to persuade Him to come, and you do not have to convince Him of your worth. His 
great love for you moves Him to come, as the hymnwriter says: “No care nor effort either / Is 
needed day or night, / How ye may draw Him hither / In your own strength and might. / He 
comes, He comes with gladness, / Moved by His love alone, / To calm your fear and sadness, / 
To Him they well are known” (ELH 94, v. 7). 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


