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Thanksgiving 
Psalm 65: “All Creation Rejoices in the Lord.” 
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In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heaven’ly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Psalm 65 
To the choirmaster. A Psalm of David. A Song. 
1 Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, and to you shall vows be performed. 
2 O you who hear prayer, to you shall all flesh come. 
3 When iniquities prevail against me, you atone for our transgressions. 
4 Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts! We shall be satisfied 

with the goodness of your house, the holiness of your temple! 
5 By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, O God of our salvation, the hope of all 

the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas; 
6 the one who by his strength established the mountains, being girded with might; 
7 who stills the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples, 
8 so that those who dwell at the ends of the earth are in awe at your signs. You make the going 

out of the morning and the evening to shout for joy. 
9 You visit the earth and water it; you greatly enrich it; the river of God is full of water; you 

provide their grain, for so you have prepared it. 
10 You water its furrows abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it with showers, and blessing 

its growth. 
11 You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. 
12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy, 
13 the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck themselves with grain, they 

shout and sing together for joy. (ESV) 

 
In Christ Jesus, who both rules over and serves His creation, dear fellow redeemed: 
 
Days of thanksgiving have been celebrated throughout history, but Thanksgiving did not 
become a national holiday in America until 1863. I am sure that not a few wondered at the 
timing of President Lincoln’s declaration. America was at war at the time—at war with itself. 
The northern and southern states fought violently against each other, in some cases brother 
against brother. As wives lost husbands, parents lost sons, and many others lost life and 
property, it would have been far easier to think of things to be un-thankful for. 
 
Even now when we are not embroiled in civil war, our thoughts of what is going badly often 
overshadow our thoughts of what is going well. We have problems in our country, problems at 
work, problems in our homes, and problems in our bodies. And we don’t imagine the future 
will be much better. This is what sin has done to our world. It casts a gray cloud over all 
creation, and it clouds our thinking too. 



 2 

 
The apostle Paul describes the effects of sin in this way: “For we know that the whole creation has 
been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, 
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 
redemption of our bodies” (Rom. 8:22-23). We know that the world and we ourselves are not what 
God made us to be. 
 
And yet we have reason both to be thankful and to rejoice in the Lord. The reasons for our 
thankfulness and rejoicing are given by David in Psalm 65. He invites us to join in praise to the 
God of Zion because the Lord atones for our transgressions. David says that “when iniquities 
prevail against me, you atone.” We are tied up in our sins. On our own, we cannot get free from 
them. The devil knows this, so he constantly accuses us. He wants us to believe there is no hope 
for us. He tells us to despair of God’s love. “How could God love a sinner like you?” he says. 
 
But God does love us sinners. He showed His love by sending His only Son to atone for the sins 
of the whole world. In another of David’s psalms written by inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he 
says, “[The LORD] does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. 
For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as 
far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us” (Ps. 103:10-12). Your 
sins and mine are many, but Jesus atoned for them with His precious blood. 
 
We hear this comforting absolution every time we attend divine services. And we receive this 
absolution in the Holy Supper of Jesus where He feeds us with His body and blood. These 
riches of God’s grace distributed to us in the Lord’s house cause us to join the psalmist in thanks 
to God: “Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your courts! We shall be satisfied with 
the goodness of your house, the holiness of your temple!” 
 
What a marvel it is that the almighty God would “choose and bring near” such lowly sinners as us 
to receive His gifts. This is the God “who by his strength established the mountains, being girded with 
might; who stills the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the tumult of the peoples.” This God, 
who made all things wonderfully and perfectly, and who rules over all creation, became our 
humble servant in the flesh in order to win our salvation. 
 
Besides His great spiritual gifts, the LORD also serves us by providing for our physical needs. 
Some of these blessings are listed in the psalm, blessings that God gives through His creation: 

 He visits, waters, and enriches the earth; 

 He prepares and provides grain; 

 He settles and softens the ground and blesses its growth; 

 He crowns the year with abundance; 

 He prepares rich pastures and vibrant hills; 

 He clothes the meadows with livestock and decks the valleys with grain. 
 
The picture that David paints here is of the LORD freeing His creation from the sin that binds it. 
He lets weeds be overcome and causes good plants to grow. He fills this dying world with life 
by the power of His creative Word (Heb. 1:3). We can look around us and see evidence all over 
of the death that sin brought into the world. But we can also see examples of God’s life-giving 
goodness in all places. 
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In His goodness, He waters the ground with snow in the wintertime, causes crops to grow 
through the spring and summer, and gives golden grain in the fall. This provides food for us 
and for our livestock and product for commerce. Through these means, the Lord has given us 
homes to live in, cupboards and freezers with food in them, closets full of clothes, and many 
more gifts besides. 
 
There is certainly much in this life to be un-thankful for, but the blessings God gives are much 
greater than our hardships. So we give thanks for these blessings today and every day. We take 
our cue from the pastures, hills, meadows, and valleys and “shout and sing together for joy” in 
praise to God. We give thanks that He created and cares for us, that He atoned for our sins and 
won our salvation, and that He continues to comfort and strengthen us through His Word. We 
join in saying with the psalmist: “By awesome deeds you answer us with righteousness, O God of our 
salvation, the hope of all the ends of the earth and of the farthest seas.” 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


