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The Festival of All Saints 
St. Matthew 5:1-12: “Jesus Gives His Holy Blessings Even to You.” 
November 3/4, 2018 | Saude, Jerico, & Redeemer Lutheran Churches 
 

In Nomine Iesu 
+  +  + 

O Lord Jesus Christ, Prince of our salvation, You have gained the victory for us and given us the 
victory! You have called us to battle against Your enemies and ours, and to conquer through 
faith in You! You have called us to be sober and watchful. Help us willingly to take up our cross 
by remembering the cross You bore for us! You know our unsteady and weak hearts. 
Strengthen us and sustain us by Your mighty Word! We pray this in Your own name. Amen. 
(U. V. Koren’s Works, Vol. 1, p. 408) 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom. 1:7, etc.) 
 

The sermon text for today is taken from the fifth chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew. We read 
selected verses in Jesus’ name: 
 
Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when He sat down, His disciples came 
to Him. And He opened His mouth and taught them, saying: / “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. / “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted. / “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. / “Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. / “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they shall receive mercy. / “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. / “Blessed are 
the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. / “Blessed are those who are persecuted 
for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. / “Blessed are you when others 
revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on My account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.” (ESV) 

 
These are Your words, heavenly Father. Sanctify us by Your truth, Your Word is truth. Amen. (Jn. 17:17) 

 
In Christ Jesus, whose righteousness and blood have opened the way for us to heaven, dear 
fellow redeemed: 
 
Parents spend a lot of time telling their children to “stick with it,” because “the hard work will 
pay off.” It may be in reference to schoolwork or practice for a particular sport. Or maybe a 
child has taken on a job that is harder than he realized. He feels like quitting, but his parents 
urge him on: “Stick with it! You can do this!” 
 
As we get older, the problems of life get more complex and serious, and we don’t always have 
the cheerleader in our corner urging us and helping us to “stick with it!” We feel as though the 
burden on our shoulders is more than we can carry. We feel like no one understands our 
troubles. Close relationships break apart, and we don’t see how they could ever be repaired. 
Our best efforts fail, and we are at a loss for what else to try. We imagine that there is no good 
solution to the difficulties we face. 
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Such feelings of helplessness are symptoms of life in a fallen world. In this world, righteousness 
and justice do not always win out. Kindness, love, and respect are not always returned. Wrongs 
are not always righted. Hard work is not always recognized. Sacrifices are not always 
appreciated. And the Gospel of Christ’s redemptive work is rejected by a great many.  
 

I 
It is because of the trials believers face in this world that Jesus spoke today’s words of comfort. 
His list of “Beatitudes” begins His “Sermon on the Mount,” which spans three chapters in the 
book of Matthew. Though some try to turn Jesus’ words into a creed for social justice, His 
words address spiritual and not social challenges. 
 
The first blessing is for “the poor in spirit.” It is for you who recognize your spiritual bankruptcy. 
By nature, you have nothing good to present to God, nothing to offer that could make you 
acceptable to Him. You confess yourself to be a “poor sinner,” who can only “flee for refuge to 
[God’s] infinite mercy” (ELH “Confession of Sin,” p. 41). While despairing of yourself, you have 
the same confidence as the psalmist: “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite 
heart, O God, you will not despise” (Ps. 51:17). 
 
The second blessing is for “those who mourn.” It is for you who regret the wrongs you have done 
and are sorry for them. As much as you would like to take back things that you have done or 
said, you know that you cannot do this. And so you look to your merciful Savior. The hymnist 
Paul Gerhardt expressed this hope beautifully, “Rejoice, then, ye sad-hearted, / Who sit in 
deepest gloom, / Who mourn o’er joys departed, / And tremble at your doom; / Despair not, 
He is near you, / Yea, standing at the door, / Who best can help and cheer you, / And bid you 
weep no more” (ELH #94, v. 6). 
 
The third blessing is for “the meek.” It is for you who have known injustice and unkindness, but 
who humbly commend your “body and soul and all things” into God’s loving hands (Luther’s 
Morning & Evening Prayers). 
 
The fourth blessing is for “those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.” It is for you whose soul 
pants for God like a ragged deer searching for flowing streams. It is for the soul that thirsts “for 
the living God” (Ps. 42:2). The world is a spiritual desert, so you long for the spiritual oasis of 
God’s Word and Sacraments where your spirit can be refreshed and strengthened. 
 
The fifth blessing is for “the merciful.” It is for you who take the burdens of others upon yourself 
by offering help and encouragement and by praying for them. You do not love your neighbor 
perfectly, but God is pleased by even your humble efforts. No good word or kind deed goes 
unnoticed by Him. 
 
The sixth blessing is for “the pure in heart.” It is for you who want to live a God-pleasing life, 
who want to follow His will. You recognize that your heart is not pure like it should be, and 
you trust that God will graciously create “a clean heart” in you and “renew a right spirit” within 
you (Ps. 51:10). 
 
The seventh blessing is for “the peacemakers.” It is for you who want to establish and keep peace 
not by compromising the truth, but by speaking the truth in love (Eph. 4:25). You gently and 
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patiently bear with others in love because you are “eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace” (Eph. 4:3). 
 
The eighth blessing is for “those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake.” It is for you who are 
attacked for doing and saying the right thing. You willingly endure criticism and ridicule for 
your beliefs, because your trust is in God. You believe that nothing “will be able to separate [you] 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:39). 
 
The ninth blessing is for “you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on My account.” You know what it is like to have lies told about you, or to have 
unkind assumptions repeated about you. When these hateful words are spoken against you 
because of your confession of Jesus and His Word, you have the promise of God’s unchanging 
love and compassion for you. 
 

II 
As you have listened to the list of those to whom Jesus Gives His Holy Blessings, you might 
think that some of the descriptions apply to you, but some do not. Maybe you do feel “poor in 
spirit,” but you have not been much of a “peacemaker.” Maybe you have been “mourning” about 
your sin, because you have not been very “merciful.” 
 
But here is the comforting truth: Wherever we have lacked righteousness—which is in every 
aspect of our lives—Jesus substitutes His perfection. All of our pride, our me-first attitude, our 
lack of mercy toward others, our inner uncleanness, our reluctant faith—all of it is covered over 
by the righteousness of Jesus. When God looks at His children by faith, He does not see our sin; 
He sees the holiness of Jesus. This is why we are called saints even while we bear a sinful nature 
in this sinful world. 
 
Today, we remember the saints from our churches who have entered the church triumphant 
within the past year. We remember Edna, Godfrey, Mavis, Eunice, and Stella. It is common in 
our culture to speak about the dead as though they had reached perfection on this earth. The 
five people we remember today would not want us to do that. They knew their sin just as surely 
as we know our own sin. But they were saints on earth by faith in Jesus, and now their souls are 
in heaven, unencumbered by any pain, sorrow, or trouble. 
 
They are part of the great host that we heard about in today’s Epistle lesson. They are among 
the countless number of saints “from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and 
crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’” 
(Rev. 7:9-10). We are glad for them, but we miss them. And we find it harder to face the troubles 
of this world without them. 
 
This is why Jesus promises the blessings He does in the Beatitudes. To you who are “poor in 
spirit,” Jesus gives “the kingdom of heaven.” To you who “mourn,” Jesus gives comfort. To you 
who are “meek,” Jesus gives the inheritance of all things. To you who “hunger and thirst for 
righteousness,” Jesus fills you with His holy food and drink. To you who are “merciful,” Jesus 
bestows His mercy. To you who are “pure in heart,” Jesus leads you into the glorious presence of 
God. To you who are “peacemakers,” Jesus calls you His brothers, the sons of God. To you who 
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are “persecuted,” Jesus gives you the peace of heaven. To you who are reviled and lied about, 
Jesus gives you the eternal reward of Paradise. 
 
These blessings are yours by faith in Jesus. You are among the suffering ones that He describes 
here. He is telling you that He understands your sorrow. He understands your pain. He 
understands the loneliness of life in the fallen world. If anyone knew these troubles, He did. He 
was despised and reviled and persecuted by all people in order to win for sinners the eternal 
riches of God. 
 
This Lord who suffered on your behalf is now with you in your suffering. No matter how much 
it may feel like it at times, you are not alone. Jesus is here for you as you struggle through. He 
“opens His mouth” and speaks comforting words of forgiveness and healing to you through your 
pastor and other Christian friends. And He addresses your spiritual weakness by feeding you 
with His holy body and quenching your thirst with His precious blood. Jesus Gives His Holy 
Blessings Even to You. 
 
This does more for you than a motivational “Stick with it!” or a “You can do this!” Instead Jesus 
says, “I can do this, and I have done it. All that you need, I have given to you. All that is Mine is 
yours. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.” By faith in these promises, we 
will one day be free of all our troubles and will join those saints above, that joyful host clothed 
in white robes. Then together we will worship the Lamb, our Savior, forever. 
 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be, forevermore. Amen. 

+  +  + 
 


